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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Christian Observer. 


sOME BRIEF NOTICES RESPECTING 


BISHOP ANDREWS. 


Dn. Launcelot Andrews, an emi- 
nent divine, and Bishop of Winches- 
er in the reigns of James I, and 
Charles I., was born at London, in 
1535, In the parish of Ailhallows, 
Barking, being descended from the 
ycient family of the Andrews, in 
Suffolk. He had his education in 
gummar learning first in the Coop- 
e's Free School at Ratcliff, under 
Mr. Ward, and afterwards in Mer- 
shant L'aylors’? School at London, un- 
der Mr. Mulcaster. Here he made 
sich a proficiency in the learned lan- 
guages that Dr. Watts, residentiary 
of St. Paul’s, and Archdeacon of 
Middlesex, who about that time had 
funded some scholarships at Pem- 
broke Hall, in Cambridge, sent bim 
totnat college and bes'owed on him 
the first of those exhibitions. After 
tehad been three years in the Uni. 
rersity, his custom was to come up to 
London once a year, about Easter to 
sit his father and mother, with 
whom he usually staid a month; dur- 
ng which time with the assistance of 
imaster, he applied himself to the 
taining some janguage or art to 
which he was before a stranger: and 
this means, in a few years he had 
uid the foundation of many of the arts 
int sclences, and acquired a compe- 
nt skill in several of the modern 
iiguages, Elaving taken the degree 
{Bachelor of Arts, he was upon a 
«ancy chosen Fellow of his Col- 
‘seyin preference upon trial to Mr. 
ove, afterwards Bishop of Peterbo- 
gh. In the mean time, Hugh Price 
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having founded Jesus College inOx- 
ford, and hearing much of the fame 
of young Mr. Andrews, appointed 
him one of bis first or Honorary Fel- 
lows on that foundation. Having taken 
the degree of Master of Arts, he ap-. 
plied himself to the study of divinity, 
in the knowledge of which he so 
greatly excelled, that being chosen 
catechist in the college and having 
undertaken to read a lecture on the 
Ten Commandments every Saturday 
and Sunday at three o’clock in the 
afternoon, great numbers out of the 
other colleges of the University, and 
even out of the country, resorted to 
Pembroke Chapel as to a divinity lec- 
ture. At the same time he was es- 
teemed so profound a casuist, that he 
was often consulted in the nicest and 
most difficult cases of conscience; 
and his reputation being established, 
Henry Earl of Huntington prevailed 
upon him to accompany him into the 
North, of which he was president, 
where by his diligent preaching and 
private conferences, in which he used 
a due mixture of zeal and moderation, 
he converted several recusant priests, 
as well as others, to the Protestant 
religion. From thattime he began 
to be takem notice of by Sir Francis 
Walsingham, Secretary of State to 
Queen Elizabeth. That minister who 
was unwilling so fine a genius should 
be buried in the obscurity of a coun- 
try benefice, his intent being to make 
him reader of controversies in the 
University of Cambridge, assigned 
him for his maintenance the lease of 
the parsoniuge of Alton,in Hampshire 

and afterwards procured for him the 
vicarage of St. Giles’s, Cripplegate, 
in London. He was subsequently 

T 
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chosen a prebendary and residentiary 
of St. Paul’s, as also prebendary of 
the collegiate church of Southwell. 
Being thus preferred to his own satis- 
faction, he distinguished himself as a 
diligent and excellent preacher, and 
read divinity lectures three times a 
week at St. Paui’s in term time. 
Upon the death of Dr, Fulke he was 
chosen Master of Pembroke Hall, of 
which he had been Scholar and Fel- 
low ;“a place of more honour than 
profit, as he spent more upon it than 
he received from it, and was a con- 
siderable benefactor to that college. 
He was appointed one of the chap- 
lains in ordinary to Queen Elizabeth, 
who took such delight in his preach- 
ing that she first made him a preben- 
dary of Westminster, In the room of 
Dr. Richard Bancroft, promoted to 
the See of London, and afterwards 
Dean of that church in the room of 
Dr. Gabriel Goodman, deceased. But 
he refused to accept of any bishopric 
in this reign, because he would not 
submit to an alienation of the epis- 
copal revenue. Dr. Andrews soon 
grew into far greater esteem with 
her successor King James I. who 
not only gave him the preference to 
all other divines as a preacher, but 
likewise made choice of him to vin. 
dicate his sovereignty against the 
pens of his enemies. His Majesty 
having, in his ‘* Defence of the 
Rights of Kings,’’ asserted the au- 
thority of: Christian princes over 
causes and persons ecciesiastical, 
Cardinal Bellarmin, under the name 
of Matthew Tortus, atiacked him 
with great vehemence. The King 
requested Bishop Andrews to answer 
the Cardinal, which he did in a piece 
entitled, ** Tortura Torti; sive, ad 
Matthei Torti librum_ responsio, 
&c.”? It was printed at London, by 
Roger Barker, the King’s Printer, 
in 1609, in quarto, containing 402 
pages, and dedicated to the King. 
Casaubon gives this work the charac- 
ter of being written with great accu- 
racy and research. That King next 
promoted him to the bishopric of 
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Chichester, to which he was conse. 
crated November 3, 1605: at the 
same time he made him his lord al. 
moner; in which place of trust he 
behaved with singular fidelity, dis. 
posing of the royal benevolence jn 
the most disinterested manner,and not 
availing himself even of those advan. 
tages which he might legally and 
fairly have taken. Upon the vacancy 
of the bishopric of Ely, he was ad. 
vanced to that See and consecrated 
September 22, 1609. He was also ' 
nominated one of his Majesty’s Privy | 
Counsellors of England, and after. 

wards of Scotland, when he attended 

the King in his journey to that king. u 
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dom. After he had sat nine years in : 
the See of Ely, he was advanced to ‘ 
the Bishopric of Winchester and . 

st 


Deanery of the King’s Chapel, Feb. 
ruary 18, 1618, which two last pre. P 
ferments he held till his death. 











This prelate was in no less reputa- th 
tion and esteem with King Chares J, 2 
than he had been with his predeces- Be 
sors. At length he departed this a 
life, at Winchester-house, im South- ye 
wark, September 25, 1626, in them /° 
71st year of his age, and was buried Mm PU 
in the parish church of St. Saviour’s, be 
Southwark, where his executors qu 
erected to him a handsome monv- Mm *°' 
ment of marble and alabaster, on the 
which is an elegant Latin inscrip- ine 
tion written by one of his chap-gm " 
lains. a 

The character of Bishop Andrews, be 
both in public and private life, was dec 
truly excellent, His contempora- jm 5° 
ries and biographers celebrate in me 
particular his ardent zeal and piety, - 
demonstrated not only in bis pri-gm “ 
vate and secret devotions betweengm !'S¢ 
God and himself, in which thosegm '° 
who attended him perceived tha ben 
he daily spent many hours, bu ali 
likewise in his public prayers wit iy 
his family in his chapel, wherein "S 
he behaved so humbly, devoutlyg™ ?¢ 
and reverently, that it could notg '°SF 
but excite others to follow his ¢x thy 
ample. His charity was remarkable lie 


even before he came to great pr¢ 
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ferments; for, while he continued in 
q private station of life, he relieved 
his poor parishioners and assisted 
the prisoners, besides his constant 
Sunday alms at his parish of St. 
Giles’s, Cripplegate. But when his 
fortune increased, his charity in- 
creased in proportion, and he released 
many prisoners of all sorts who were 
detained either for small debts or the 
keeper’s fees. In all his charities, 
he gave strict Charge to his servants, 
whom he entrusted with the distri- 
bution of them, that they should not 
acknowledge whence this relief 
came ; but directed that the acquit- 
tance, which they took from the per- 
sons who received such relief, 
should be taken in the name of a 
benefactor unknown. Other large 
sums be bestowed, in clothing the 
poor and naked, in relieving the 
necessitous and assisting families in 
the time of the infection, besides 
his alms to poor housekeepers at his 
gale. So that his private alms in his 
last six years, over and above his 
public, amounted to upwards of 
1300/7. He left in his will 4000/. to 
purchase 200/. per annum in land to 
be distribuied in perpetuity by 502. 
quarterly in the following manner : to 
aged poor men 50/. ; to poor widows, 
the wives of one husband, 50/.; to 
the binding of poor orphans appren- 
tices 50/.; and to the relief of poor 
prisoners 50/. Besides, he left to 
be distributed immediately after his 
decease among maid-servants of a 
vood character, and who had served 
one master or mistress seven years, 
2002.; and a great part of his estate, 
alter his funeral and legacies were 
discharged, among his poor servants. 
To these various instances of his 
beneficence we may add his hospi- 
tality. From the first time of his 
preferment to the last moments of 
bis life, he was always most liberal 
inentertaining persons who deserved 
respect, especially scholars and 
Strangers, He was so generous in 
his entertainments and pleasant in 
lis conversation, that his guests 
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would often profess that they never 
came to any man’s table where they 
received more gratification in all 
respects. 

Bishop Andrews was unblemished 
both im his ordinary transactions and 
in the discharge of his spiritual and 
temporal offices. He was always 
careful to keep in good repair the 
houses of all his ecclesiastical prefer- 
ments. He spent 420/. upon the 
palaces belonging tothe bishopric of 
Chichester, above 2440/. upon that 
Ely, and 2000/ upon those of Win- 
chester, besides a pension of 400/. 
per annum from which he freed that 
See at hisown charge. With regard 
to his pastoral and episcopal charge, 
he was most exact in the executiip 
of it, promoting as far as he could 
judge none but men of character and 
abilities to the livings and prefer. 
ments within his gift. For which 
purpose he took care before hand to 
inquire What promising young men 
there were in the University, and 
directed his chaplains to inform him 
of such persons, whom he encou- 
raged in the most liberal manner. 
He used to send for men of eminent 
learning who wanted preferment, 
though they had no dependance 
upon him nor interest with him, and 
entertain them in his house, and con- 
fer preferment upon them, and like- 
wise defray for them the expense of 
a dispensation or faculty and even of 
their journey. 

If we consider him in those tem- 
poral affairs with which he was en- 
trusted, we shall find him no less 
faithful and just. He disposed of 
very considerable sums which were 
sent him to be distributed among 
poor scholars and others at his dis- 
cretion with the utmost care, and 
exactly agreeable to the donor’s in- 
tent. Of his integrity in managing 
those places in which he was en- 
trusted for others jointly with him- 
self, Pembroke-hall and the church 
of Westminster were sufficient evi- 
dences: for when he became Master 
ofthe former he found it in debt, 
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having then but a small endowment ; 
but by his care he left above 1100/. 
in the treasury of that college And 
when he was dean of the jatter he 
left it free from all debts and en- 
croachmei:ts, and took such care of 
the school that the scholars were 
much improved, not only by his di- 
rection and superiniendence, but 
even by his personal labours among 
them. And as by virtue of his dean- 
ery of Westminster, his mastership 
of Pembroke Hall, and his bishopric 
of Ely, the election of scholars into 
Westminster School, and from thence 
into the two Universities, and of 
many scholars and fellows in Pem- 
broke Hall, some in Peterhouse, and 
some in Jesus College, were in his 
pewer and disposal; he was always 
so just that he waived all letters 
from great personages for insufficient 
scholars, and divested himself of ali 
partiality, and chose only such as he 
thought had most merit. Being 
likewise often desired to assist at the 
election of scholars from the Free 
Schools of Merchant Taylors, St. 
Paul’s, and the Mercers; and per- 
ceiving favour and interest some- 
times overbalancing merit with those 
to whom the choice belonged, and 
that good scholars were often omit- 
ted and others preferred; he fre- 
quently took care of such as were 
neglected, and sent them to the Uni- 
versity, where he bestowed prefer- 
ment upon them. Nor was he less 
distinguished for his fidelity in that 
great place of trust, the almonership. 
He would never suffer any part of 
what arose to him from that place to 
be mingled with his own rents or 
revenues, apd was extremely exact 
in disposing of it. When hefounda 
surplus over and above the ordinary 
charges, he distributed it In the 
relief of the indigent and distressed, 
though it was in his power to have 
applied this to his own use (his 
patent being sine computo,) and no 
person could have questioned him 
concerning it. 

He gave a great many noble in- 
stances of his gratiwide te those whe 
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had befriended him when young, 
He bestowed upon Dr. Ward, son io 
his first schoolmaster, the living of 
Waltham in Hampshire. He shey. 
ed the greatest regard for Mr. Mu. 
caster, his other schoolmaster, in al] 
companies, and always placed him a, 
the upper end of the table, and after 
his death caused his picture (though 
he had but few others in bis house) 
to be set over the study door. Be. 
sides these external marks of grati. 
iude, he supplied bis necessities pri- 
vately in a very liberal manner, and 
left his son a valuable legacy. He 
inquired very carefully after the kin- 
dred of Dr. Watts, who, as already 
noticed, bad sent him to Pembroke 
Hail; and having found out one, he 
conferred upon him preferments jn 
that college. Nor did he forvet his 
patron Dr. Waits in bis will; for he 
ordered there, that out of the scho- 
larships of his foundation the two 
fellowships which himself bad found- 
ed in that college should be supplied, 
if the candidates should be fit for 
them. To omitthe legacies which 
he left tothe parish of St. Giles, 
Cripplegate; Si. Martin, Ludgute, 
where he had lived; St. Andrews, 
Holborn; St. Saviour’s, Southwark; 
Ailhallows, Barking, where he was 
born, and others; he gave to Pem- 
broke Hall 1000/. to purchase lands 
for two fellowships, and for other 
uses in that college expressed in his 
will; besides 500 such tolio books of 
his own as were not in the Ihbrary 
there, with several other valuable 
gifts. 

Ilis humanity extended to every 
xerson who conversed with him; s0 
that he was admired not only by the 
men of learning and others in this 
kingdom, but even by foreigners of 
the greatest eminence, particularly 
Casaubon, Cluverius, Vossius, who 
corresponded with him by letters, 
Grotius, Peter du Moulin, Barclay 
the author of the 4rgenis, and Erpe- 
nius, to whom he offered an annual 
stipend to read lectures at Cambridge 
in the oriental tongues, the profes 
sers ef which he encouraged very 
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jberally, and particularly Mr. Bed- 
well, to whom he gave the vicarage 
of Tottenham in Middlesex. 

His modesty was so remarkable, 
shat though the whoie Christian 
world edmired his profound learning, 
and particularily bis knowledge of the 
eystern languages, as weil as of 
Greek and Lain, and of many 
modern languages, he was so far 
from being elated with their admira- 
tion (hat he often complained of his 
defects ; and when be was preferred 
to the bishopric of Chichester, and 
urged his own insufficiency for such 
a charge, he caused these words of 
St. Paul, Ee ad hec quis idoneus ? 
‘And who is. sufficient for these 
thugs £7? to be engraven about his 
episcopal seal. One instance of his 
modesty mixed with his urbanity 
may be added, that after his chap- 
lins had preached in his chapel be- 
lore him, he would sometimes pri- 
valely request them, that he might 
have a sight of their notes, and en- 
courage them in the kindest terms 
inaginable. 

Nor did he, in the highest digni- 
les Which he possessed, intermit his 
sppiication to siudy. Even in those 
(ays, When it might have been sup- 
posed that he would have relaxed 
om his former diligence, yet from 
ie hour he rose (his private devo- 
ons being finished) to the time he 
was Called to dinner, which by his 
own order was not till twelve at noon 
ai the soonest, he continued at his 
studies and would not be interrupted 
ly any who came to speak to him, 
wupon any occasion, public prayer 
excepted. Sothat he would be dis- 
leased with scholars, who attempted 
Speak with him in the morning, 
ind said that he doubted they were 
tv true scholars who came to speak 
wth him before noon. After dinner 
ot two or three hours’ space he 
Vould willingly pass the time, either 
1 discourse with his guests or other 
ends, or in the despatch of his own 
Mporal affairs, or of those who by 
‘ason of his episcopal jurisdiction, 
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attended him. Having discharged 
which, he returned to his study, 
where he spent the rest of the after- 
noon till bed-time, except some 
friend engaged him to supper, and 
then he ate but sparingly. 

He had a particular aversion to 
all public vices, but especially to 
usury, simony, and sacrilege. He 
was so far from the first that when 
his friends had occasion for such a 
sum of money as he could assist them 
with, he lent it to them freely, with- 
out expecting any thing in return but 
the principal. Simony was so de- 
testable to him, that by refusing to 
admit severa] persons, whom he sus- 
pected to be simonically prelerred he 
suffered much by law-suits, choosing 
rather to be compelled to admit them 
by law than voluntarily to do that 
which his conscience made a scruple 
of. With regard to the livings and 
other preferments which fell in his 
own gift, he always bestowed them 
freely, as is observed above, upon 
men of merit without any solicitation. 
It was no small compliment that 
King James had so great an awe and 
veneration for him, as in his presence 
to refrain from that profane mirth 
and levity in which he indulged him- 
self at other times. What opinion 
Lord Clarendon bad of him appears 
from this, that in mentioning the 
death of Dr. Bancroft, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, he remarks, that “il he 
had been succeeded by Bishop An- 
drews, or any man who understood 
and loved the church, that infection 
would easily have been kept out 
which could not afterwards be so 
easily expelled.” Our great poet 
Milton thought him worthy of his 
pen, and wrote a Latin elegy on his 
death. 

In conversation, Bishop Andrews 
discovered a facetious turn, which 
was not more agreeable to his pri- 
vate friends than to his royal master 
James, who frequently conversed 
very freely with the learned men of 
his court. In all previous accounts” 
of the Bishop, a story has been told, 
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from the life of Waller, which will 
Serve to illustrate this point. Mr. 
Waller having been chosen into the 
Jast parliament of King James I. in 
which he served as burgess for Ag- 
mondesham in Buckinghamshire, and 
that Parliament being dissolved, on 
the day of its dissolution he went out 
of curiosity or respect to see the 
King at dinner, with whom were our 
Bishop of Winchester, and Dr. Neal, 
Bishop of Durham, standing behind 
the King’s chair. There happened 
something very extraordinary in the 
conversation which those prelates 
had with the King, on which Mr. 
Waller often reflected. His Majes- 
ty asked the Brshops—-* My lords, 
cannot I take my subjects’ money 
when I want it, without all this for- 
mality in Parliament ?”—The Bishop 
of Durham readily answered, *“ God 
forbid, sir, but you should: you are 
the breath of our nostrils.’’ Where. 
upon the King turned, and said to 
the Bishop of Winchester, “ Well, 
my lord, what say you ?”—* Sir,’’ 
replied the Bishop, “I have no skill 
to judge of parliamentary cases.”’ 
The King answered, “ No put-offs, 
my lord: answer me _ presently.” 
“Then, sir,’ said he, 1 think it 
lawful for you to take my brother 
Neal’s money, for he offers it.’ Mr. 
Waller said the company was pleased 
with this answer, and the wit of it 
seemed to affect the King. 

The works of this learned prelate 
which are now best known, are, 1. 
‘+ A volume of Sermons ;” London, 
1628, and 1631, folio ; consisting of 
ninety-six, upon the fasts, festivals, 
or on the more important doctrines 
of Christianity. 2. “ The Moral Law 
expounded, or Lectures on the Ten 
Commandments, with nineteen Ser- 
mons on Prayer,” 1642, folio. 3, 
«“ Collection of posthumous and or- 
phan Lectures, delivered at St. 
Paul’s, and St. Giles’s,’’ London, 
1657, folio. These were the most 
popular of all his productions ; and 
although very exceptionable in point 
ef style, according to the modern 
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criteria of style, they abound in 
learning and acute remarks, and are 
by no means so full of pun and quib. 
ble as some writers, from a superg. 
cial view of them, have reported, 
His other works were, his * Manual 
of Devotions,” Greek and Latin, often 
reprinted, and translated by Dean 
Stanhope, 12mo.; and several Cop. 
ciones ad Clerum, or other occasion. 
al Sermons, preached before the 
university, and at court. * Respon. 
sio ad Apologiam Cardinalis Bellar. 
mini, &c.’? 1610, 4to. ** Theological 
Determinations on Usury, Tythes, 
&c.”?  Responsiones ad Petri Mo. 
linei Epistolas tres.’  “ Strictura, 
ora brief answer to the 18th Chip. 
ter of the Ist Book of Cardinal Per. 
ron’s Reply, written in French, to 
King James’s Answer, written by 
Mr. Casaubon, in Latin.” “ An An- 
swer to the 20th Chapter of the 5th 
Book of Cardinal Perron’s Reply, 
written in French, to King James’s 
Answer, written by Mr Casaubon, 
to the Cardinall, in Latine.’’ “A 
Speech delivered in the Starr Cham. 
ber, against the two Judalcall Opi- 
nions of Mr. Traske.” The two Ju- 
daical Opinions advanced by Mr. 
Traske were: 1. That Christians 
are bound to abstain from _ those 
meats which the Jews were forbid- 
den in Leviticus : 2. That they are 
bound to observe the Jewish Sab- 
bath.—** A Speech delivered in the 
Starr Chamber concerning Vows in 
the Countess of Strewsburies Case.” 
This lady was convicted of disobe- 
dience for refusing to answer, or be 
examined, (though she had promised 
to do it before,) alleging, that she 
had made a solemn vow to the con- 
trary. The design of the Bishop’s 
specch is to shew that such vows 
were unlawful, and consequently of 
no force or obligation upon her. 
These pieces were printed after the 
author’s death, at London, by Felix 
Ryngston,in 1629, 4to, and dedicated 
to King Charles J. by Dr. William 
Laud, Bishop of London, and Dr. 
John Buckridge, Bishop of Ely. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 
LUTHER. 


(Continued from Jast Vol. p. 8. ) 


The grace of God which bringcth sal- 
vation, hath afifeared unto all men, 
teaching us, that denying ungodii- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this firesent world. ‘Tit.ii. 11, 12. 


He who would live soberly, righ- 
teously, and godly, must proclaim 
war with himself, and take up his 
cross. He must not depart from the 
way of righteousness, although he 
should live, as Lot, in Sodom ; and 
Abraham, in Canaan ; among proud, 
intemperate, drunken, Impure, un- 
righteous, false, ungodly men. It 
is the world, and remains the world, 
from which he must go out, and live 
ina contrary manner, and which he 
must Oppose in its worldly lusts. 
And to do this, is to be sober in an 
alchouse, to be pure in a tavern, to 
be godly in a dancing house, to be 
righteous among murderers. Such 
a world makes this life narrow and 
afllicted ; sothat the Christian wishes, 
and cries out, and prays for the last 
day, and watches for it with great 
eagerness. Such a difficult life must 
grace lead. Nature and reason are 
lost here. 


For he hath made Christ to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God 
in Him. 2 Cor. v. 2}. 


[ would willingly know the state 
of your mind, whether at last you are 
entirely weary of your ownrighteous- 
hess, and are willing to seek in 
earnest the righteousness of Christ. 
This costs us now a days much time ; 
and those the most, who wish with 

ll theie might to be righteous and 
holy, but know nothing of the right- 
cousness which passes with God, and 
which is bestowed on us so richly in 
Christ. Whilst men hope to make 
themselves so good, that they may 
stand before God in theirservices and 
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virtues, they are aiming at an utter 
impossibility. You have hitherto 
been in this error. I also had long to 
struggle with this false opinion, and 
am not yet perfectly conqueror of it. 
Therefore, beloved brother, learn 
Christ crucified, learn to despair of 
yourself, and to say, Lord Jesus, 
thou art my righteousness, and I am 
thy sin. Beware of the idea that you 
are so holy, as to be no longer a sin- 
ner. Christ dwells only with sinners. 
He came from heaven, where he 
dwelt among the righteous, that he 
might dwell with sinners. Consider 
this love of Christ, and you will en- 
joy the sweetest consolation and joy 
in your mind. 


Ofhis own will begat he us by the 
word of truth, that we should be a 


kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
James k 18. 


The whole man must, in the Gos- 
pel, stoop and become new. He 
must put off, as it were, the old 
skin; asthe serpent does. For when 
its skin is old, the serpent seeks out 
a narrow hole of a rock, and forces 
itself into it, and draws its old skin 
off from itself, and leaves it without, 
before the hole. So must a man 
yield himself to the Gospel and 
God’s word, and boldly follow, and 
draw off, as it were, his old skin, 
and leave without his knowledge, 
his thoughts, his will, his love, his 
pleasures, his words, his works ; 
and become entirely a new man, 
who sees all things differently from 
what he did before, judges different- 
ly, feels differently, thinks different- 
ly, chooses differently, speaks dif- 
ferently, lives differently, desires 
differently, pursues and works dif- 
ferently. 


I believed, therefore have I sfioken; I 
was greatly afflicted. Ps. cxvi. 10. 


If you believe, it is not possible 
that your heart should not in conse- 
quence be joyful in God, free, secure, 
and courageous. You will break off 


your affection from other things ; von 
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will do all you can; you will preach 
and declare these truths wherever 
you are able; you will renounce 
every thing that is preached and 
taught contrary tothis doctrine. All 
this will necessarily follow your faith. 
But mark, Satan will never allow you 
to be heard. He will not suffer his 
things to be despised and rejected by 
you. He will unite against you all 
that is great, learned, rich and pow- 
erful. He wiil make you out to be 
an heretic anda madman. Perhaps, 
you may come, like your Lord 
Christ, to the Cross, be put to open 
shame,and endanger your iife, goods, 
honour, and friends, until they drive 
you out of this hfe unto eternal life. 
Now, under all this you must be joy- 
ful. You must bear these things wil- 
lingly, and iake them for good. You 
must be kind to your persecutors in 


. return; and must always remember 


that you also once were, before God, 
what they now are, 


How often would I have gathered thy 
Children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not. Matt. 
xxii. 37. 

Observe the hen. No animal is so 
tender of her young. She changes 
her natural voice, and uses a pitiable 
calling one. She scrapes and seeks, 
and calls her brood when she finds 
any food. She eats not the food 
herself, but leaves it forthem. She 
screams and fights with all earnest- 
ness against the kite, and spreads out 
her wings most willingly, and lets 
her young under them, and sits upon 
them, let her suffer what she may. 
She is a perfect picture of love. 
Thus, also, Christ has condescended 
to shew his love. He has used a 
pitiable voice in calling us to re- 
pentance: With his whole heart he 
provides food for us in the Scriptures, 
und permits us to eat of it. He 
spreads out his wings, as it were, 
with all his righteousness, merit, 
and grace over us, and takes us 


graciously underthem. He warms 
and consoles us with his natura] 
heat (if 1 may be allowed the term 
which is none other than his Holy 
Spirit; and He contends on our be. 
half against the devil. 


Casting all your care on Him, for he 
careth for you. 1 Pet.v.7. 


Be careful for nothing ; but when 
any thing comeson you, which would 
fill you with anxiety, as there must 
be whilst you have so many difficul. 
ties upon earth, actthus. Dare not 
to meddle yourselves with your care, 
be it what it may, but leave it, and 
betake yourselves with prayer and 
supplication to God, and implore of 
Him to direct and manage what you 
would have managed with anxious 
care. And do this with thankful. 
ness that you have such a God who 
carethy fur you, and on whom you 
may boldly cast all your solicitude, 
He who does not do this, when 
apy thing comes upon him, but will 
first measure it with his reason, and 
manage it with his own counsel, and 
take the care upon himself, he in- 
volves himself in many miseries, 
loses his joy and peace in God, 
and yet effects nothing, but only 
digs in the sand, and sinks deeper 
therein, and obtains nothing by it,as 
we daily observe in our own and 
others’ experience. 


I know that in me, thatis,in my flesh 
dwelleth no good thing. Rom. vii. 
18, 


If worldly lusts were painted on 
the wall of a house, we might fly 
from them ;—or if they were bound 
up in a red coat, we might put itof 
and wear a grey one ;—or did they 
grow in the hair of the head, we 
might be shaved and make ourselves 
bald ;—or were they baked in bread, 
we might live on herbs ;—but now 
they cleave to thy heart, and possess 
thee through and through. Where 
wilt thou flee, that they shall not fol 
low thee ? What wilt thou put of 
that they shall not remain with thee! 
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What wilt thou eat and drink, that 
they shall not be in you? Beloved 
man, the great source of them is in 
thyself, and thou must in the first 
place leave thyseif, and fly from it. 


For from you sounded out the word of 
the Lord : for they themselves shew 
of us what manner of entering in we 
had unto you, and how ye turned to 
God from idols to serve the living 
and true God. 1 Thess. i. 8,9. 


Know, that thisis the right service 
of God, for which we need no belis 
nor organs, no churches, no vessels 
nor ornaments, no lights nor tapers, 
no tunes nor singing, no paintings 
nor images, no table nor altar, no 
pattens nor cups, no incense nor 
sprinkling, &c. For these are the 
inventions and plans of men, which 
God regards not, and which only 


darken with their glitter the right. 


service of God. There wants but 
one thing, the Gospel. Let a man 
lavour well atthat. and make known 
from it to the people the service of 
God. The Gospel is the true bell 
and organ of this service. 


_— — 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 


Avistr to the tomb of one whose 
character we have been led to vene- 
ratey Or whose memory we have 
been accustomed to cherish with af- 
fection, is among the most interest- 
ing tributes which it is possible to 
pay to departed worth. Occasional 
meditations among the tombs is, 
also, of use to ourselves. While we 
yet bend over the urn which en- 
velopes the ashes of a deceased 
rend, a variety of emotions mingle 
with our tears, which it is of impor- 
lance should create more than a 
momentary impression. It 1s impos- 
sible, for instance, to reflect, ** how 
lov’d how valu’d once” was the friend 
over whose mortal remains we are 
heaving the pensive sigh, without 
perceiving the transitory nature of 
ill objects of earthly regard ; nor is 
Ht easy to call to mind that “a heap 
Christ. Observ. Ne. 171. 
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of dust alone remains” of all we once 
held so dear, with a strong impres- 
sion that we ourselves must shortly 
put off these garments of mortality. 
A variety of other useful and inter- 
esting. emotions, which it is beside 
my present purpose to trace, occu- 
pies the mind, and expands the 
heart, when we visit the grave of a 
beloved friend or relative. Such 
feelings are natural and estimable. 
Such dwelt in the bosom of Mary, 
the sister of Lazarus :—whén the 
Jews had in vain attempted to con- 
sole her, ** she rose up hastily, and 
went out;’’ her companion, judging 
probably from her having before 
given a similar vent to her sorrows, 
concluded that * she Was gone to the 
grave to weep there.” Jesus himself 
did not refuse the invitation to the 
tomb of Lazarus, and even “ wept” 
over it.The affectionate Mary, un- 
der the impression that the body of 
the Saviour had been taken away, 
* stood without at the sepuichre 
weeping” upon the sacred spot 
where it had been deposited. The 
Angel, who was commissioned to 
announce the resurrection of Christ, 
invited the women, who had brought 
spices to embalm him, to contem- 
plate his empty tomb ; “ Comg, skE 
THE PLACE WHERE THE Lorp Lay !”’ 

The same invitation is addressed 
to the readers of these pages. Ac- 
company me to the deserted sepul- 
chre of the Redeemer. Not, indeed, 
in the spirit of those superstitious 
worshippers, who undertake a long 
and arduous pilgrimage to the Holy 
Sepulchre ; under the idea that the 
labour, and peril, and costliness of 
the tribute, render it an acceptable 
service in the sight of God !—not 
that you may touch some sacred 
relic, and wash with penitential tears 
the rock which entombed the Sa- 
viour. [t has been doubted, by 
modern travellers,* whether the spot 
which has, for so many centuries, 


* See Dr. Clarte’s Travels, Part. 4. sec. 
tion 1. | 
C 
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been marked by the prostrations of 
misguided prilgrims, be reaily the 
site of the tomb of Christ. At all 
events, such superstitious practices 
tend to delude the infatuated devotee 
with the form of godliness, while they 
administer notbing to the growth of 
spiritual-mindedness. The writer 
of this paper would rather exhort his 
readers to ‘“*come and see the filace 
where the Lord lay,” by suggest- 
ing those reflections which would 
be excited in every Christian ecb- 
server while contemplating sucha 
scene, 

Imagine, then, for a moment, that 
we are actually surrounding the 
tomb of the Redeemer, immediately 
after the fact of his resurrection has 
been established ; that we are view- 
ing the spot which so lately enclosed 
the body ofour Lord. What reflec- 
tions would so interesting a scene 
awaken in every breast! 

In directing our eyes to “ the 

place where the Lord lay,’ we shall 
not merely experience those emo- 
tions which would arise within us 
were we standing by the grave ofa 
departed friend. No!—-the tomb of 
Christ will be associated with the 
idea of a triumphant Redeemer, of a 
risen Saviour. The disciples ap- 
proached his sepulchre with heavy 
hearts, with beclouded views, their 
eyes still streaming with the tears 
which so lately flowed at the foot of 
the Cross. They had lost their Di- 
vine Friend, and they were almost 
disposed to imagine that their hopes 
of his being the Messiah were delu- 
sive. We, on the contrary, possess 
all the advantages which attend 
the full display of Gospel-truth. 
‘Come,’ then, “see the place where 
the Lord lay ;” not so much to 
mourn his death, as to triumph in his 
resurrection. 

1. The first reflection which would 
arise in the mind, on viewing the 
empty sepulchre, would be, the con- 
vincing proof of his being the Mes- 
s1AH.—W ho, but the Almighty God, 
could have vanquished death, and 
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have risen from the tomb? Whey 
he bung upon the Cross, blasphemerg 
gloried in the vain idea that he must 
be an imposter, because he did not 
‘save himself, and come down from 
the Cross.” But, beholda more cop. 
vincing evidence that “truly this 
was the Son of God!” He bursts 
the gates of death: the barriers of 
the tomb cannot confine the Lord of 
life. All the miracles of Christ are 
but faint evidences of his Messiah. 
shin when compared with this: itis 
the corner stone of the Christian 
faith. Accordingly, it is so pointed 
out inthe Scriptures. David, in pro- 
phetic strains, announces the trium- 
phant resurrectionof Christ: * Thou 
wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither 
wilt thou suffer thy Holy One tosee 
corruption.” Our Saviour himself 
declared, that his triumph over the 
grave was the sign which should be 
given for the establishment of the 
Christian Faith, and which had been 
shadowed forth by the prophet Jonas. 
(Matt. xii. 38—40.) Destroy this 
temple,’’ said he to the unbelieving 
Jews, “ and in three days I will raise 
it up.’ More explicitly did he de- 
clare, “I lay down my life that I 
may take it again.” The Angel, 
who was commissioned to roll back 
the stone from the mouth of the se- 
pulchre, appeals to the fact of the 
resurrection, as a proof of the divine 
mission of Christ: ‘I know that ye 
seek Jesus that was crucified; he is 
not here, for he is risen, as he said.” 
The Apostles continually urge this 
argument upon the consciences of 
those whom they address. ‘ Him,” 
says Peter, “ hath God raised up, 
having loosed the pains of death, ber 
cause it was not possible that he 
should be holden of it.” On view 
ing, therefore, “ the place where the 
Lord lay,” the triumphant considers 
tion must force itself on our minds; 
that “ he is declared to be the Son of 
God with frower, by his resurrection 
Jrom the dead.” 

2. While, with the disciples, w¢ 
stoop to look into the empty sepul: 






Te 


he 


ewe 


era’ 
ndsy 
n of 


tion 


, we 





18 16.] 


chre of Christ, let us think upon the 
perfection of his sacrifice.—Under the 
Law, we were all ** debtors.’’ It was 
necessary tO our ececeptance with 
God, that this debt should be paid to 
the uttermost farthing. How was 
this to be effected? The law requir- 
ing perfect obedience, if from any 
moment we could become sinless 
creatures, our subsequent compli- 
ance with its demands could never 
pay off the debt contracted by past 
sins. Here our great Mediator in- 
terposed—undertook to pay the debt 
—gave lis life a ransom for sinners—— 
became a surety for us—and was im- 
prisuned in the grave. Now, hadhe 
remained in the tomb, we should have 
had no evidence that the sacrifice of 
himself had satisfied Divine justice. 
As long as a debtor is confined in his 
cell, it is evident to all that his debt 
is not liquidated. So, had the im- 
prisonment of death continued, had 
these barriers confined the Saviour, 
it would have been evident that the 
mighty debt was still due. But, 
mark the Christian triumph! The 
Redeemer rises from the tomb—our 


Surety is set at large—the prisoner 


is free—his sacrifice is thus acknow- 
ledred by God .to be a flerfect sacri- 
fice——und the debt is cancelled! Here 
isa ground for exultation. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay,” 
and exclaim with me, “ He zs not 
here! he is risen!” % Arise, ye 
prisoners of hope,” with your risen 
Lord! You are no longer debtors 
under the law. “ Who is he that 
condemneth? It is Christ that died, 
yea rather that is risenagain !” 

3. When we pour out the sorrows 
of our hearts at the grave of a deceas- 
edfriendjoverwhelmed with affliction, 
it is not unusual, in the agony of 
grief, to feel a momentary wish that 
we could be buried with the deceas. 
ed. So when we ‘see the place 
where the Lord lay,” and mourn, in 
the bitterness of our souls, for the 
sins which brought him there, we 
shall feel a desire to be spiritually 
“buried with Christ” (Rom. vi. 4). 
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—The predominant feeling, indeed, 
when we transport ourselves in ima- 
gination to the sepulchre of Christ, 
should be that of holy triumph ; but 
that heart must be hard indeed which 
does not (even at such moments) set 
apart some little season for sorrow 
on account of sin, and which does 
not expand with an ardent desire to 
be delivered from its power. “Come,” 
then, ** sce the place where the Lord 
lay ;” and there (in dependence on 
the strengthening of the Spirit) re- 
cord a vow that you will be “ buried 
with Christ.’ ‘This vow is not to be 
understood as a mere romantic feel- 
ing: it is to be an active principle, 
regulating the whole of the Christian 
life. It implies that which the Apos- 
tle so beautifully expresses, when he 
calls it “the fellowhip of his suffer- 
ings,’ and the “being made con- 
formable to his death.” (Phil. iii. 10). 
This assimilation of the Christian to 
the sufferings and death of Christ, is 
continually insisted on by the inspired 
writers. Weare to be crucified with 
Christ; we are todie with him ; weare 
to be buried with him; we are to be 
quickened, and to rise with him. 
“ The old man” is to be * crucified 
with him, that the body of sin may be 
destroyed.” Know ye not, that so 
many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his 
death? Wherefore we are buried 
with him by baptism into death; that 
like as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. He that is dead is 
free from sin, Now, if we be dead 
vith Christ, we shall also live with 
him.” (See Rom. vi. 3-~8. and Col. 
il, 12). Our vow to be buried with 
Christ is first made, on our part, in 
the outward and visible sign of bap- 
tism. We must afterwards manifest 
the operation of the inward and spi- 
ritual grace on our hearts, by dying 
to sin; by mortifying the corrupt 
affections and lusts; by not suffering 
our souls to have any more converse 
with the principles of the carnal 
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mind, than a dead body can have with 
“se affairs of the world. 

4, “* Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay ;” and det this sight re- 
concile us to the grave. —Death, it 
must be admitted, is an awful Jot. 
The pale messenger, whose summons 
is imperious whether he knock at the 
palace gate or the cottaye door, 
strikes a degree of awe into the breast 
of cvery one except those who, to- 
gether with the belief in Revelation, 
have thrown aside the common feel- 
ings of human nature. Were iteven 
true that death terminates our ex- 
istence, so awful a period is little 
appropriate to the indecent Jjests 
which have sometimes disgraced the 
last moments of an infidel.* “QO! 
my soul, come not thou into their 
secret!” The thought of the ap- 
proaching dissolution of that tie which 
has united soul and body,—the idea 
of the struggle of the fleeting spirit 
to burst from the confinement of its 
clay tenement,—the expectation of 
that stroke which must sever us from 
the dearest earthly connexions, and 
consign the body to the silent grave, 
—is one, which, in itself, may well 
cause usto shudder. Death is the 
punishment for sin, and, more or 
less, Carries its “ sting’? with it: “but 
thanks be to God who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!” When we “see the place 
where the Lord lay’? we may well 
be reconciled to the grave, since our 
dear Redeemer has himself reposed 
there. By his presence in these 
gloomy abodes, he has consecrated 
the tomb—disarmed our last enemy 
of his sting—banished the horrors of 
the grave—and shed a bright lustre 
across the valley of the shadow of 
death, Zhis recollection is the only 
efficient method of overcoming the 
fear of death. By this we are enabled 
to dread the tomb, as little as the 

couch on which we compose our- 
selves to rest. 

‘Our Saviour remained in the se- 


* Hume, and others. 
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pulchre during the Jewish Sabbath. 
So shall the period during which the 
bodies of the saints remain in the 
grave, be merely a Sabbath of rest to 
them. The sins, and infirmities, and 
pains, to which they have been liable 
in the flesh, shall no longer assaij 
them in the tomb. There “ they rest 
from their labours;” ‘** there the 
wicked cease from troubling, and 
there the weary are at rest.” 

5 Another reflection, which would 
be awakened by sceing “ the place 
where the Lord lay,” is the pledge 
which the resurrection of Christ gives 
us of our own.——Mark the reason for 
which the Christian fears not death; 
—because Christ’s resurrection is 
both the cause and the pattern of his, 
* Concerning them whicd are asleep, 
we sorrow not as them which have 
no hope: for, if we beiieve that 
Jesus died, and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him.’ As the angel 
descended from heaven to roll away 
the stone from the mouth of the se- 
pulchre, that the Saviour might rise 
from the tomb, so shali * the Lord 
himself,” the Angel of the covenant, 
** descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, und 
with the trump of God, and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first.” Behold 
(says the Apostle) | shew you a mys 
tery: we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment,in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump; for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised !? Sach 
is the consolatory, the animating, re 
flection which presents itself to the 
Christian while contemplating “ the 
place where the Lord lay.” ¢ Yes! 
such a spectator will exclaim, ‘ it's 
true that the earthly house of this 
tabernacle shall be dissolved! it! 
true that this feeble body must fail: 
But did my Saviour descend into the 
grave; and did he rise again ? “ My 
flesh, also, shall rest in hope !” * Not 
is Christ risen from the dead, and be 
come thé first-fruits of them th! 
slept ; for as in Adam all die, even ® 
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in Cnrist shall all be made alive.” I 
know that ** dust I am, and that 
ynto dust 1 must return;” but “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth ; and though, after my 
skin, worms destroy this body, yetin 
my flesh shall I see God!” Since 
our great foederal “ Head is raised,” 
the members shail not always sleep 
inthe dust: as Christ’s natural body 
was raised, so also shall his mystical.’* 

6. ** Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay,”’ and let the interesting 
scene elevate your souls with a hope 
of a glorious immortality.—Has our 
Redeemer left the tomb? He is gone 
“io prepare a place for us;” * and 
if (says he) 1 go and prepare a place 
for you, 1 will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself, that where I 
am ye may be also.” O! what an 
unspeakable blessing is this; to be 
enabled to look forward, not merely 
toa resurrection, but to eternal life! 
Our bodies shall not only be raised 
fiom the grave; but they shall be 
raised incorruptible. In our present 
siule we are feeble creatures; liable 
to'he attacks of pain, and disease, 
and sin: but he who rose from the 
dead for us, * sball change our vile 
bodies, that they may be like unto his 
glorious body.”” That which descends 
tothe grave full of infirmities, shall 
rise to glory and immortality. ‘ It 
is sown in corruption; it shall be 
raised in incorrupion. It is sown in 
dishonour; it shall be raised in glo- 
ry. It is sown in weakness ; it shall 
be raised in power. It Is sown a 
natural body; it shall be raised a 
spiritual body.” 

If the state of the bodies of the 
saints shall be so glorious, who can 
conceive the immortal honours which 
awalt our souls at the resurrection 
ofthe just? He who died for our 
offences, and was raised again for 
our justification, has, by his resur- 
rection, “ begotten us again to a 
lively hope, to an inheritance incor- 


* Bp. Hopkins. 
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ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reserved in heaven for us.” 
With the spirits of just men made 
perfect, we also shall surround the 
Throne, and shall join for ever in 
the adoration of the multtude re- 
deemed by the blood of Christ. By 
his precious death and burial, by his 
glorious resurrection avd ascension, 
be hath opened a way by which all 
who believe in his Name may be ex. 
alted to everlasting glory. O then, 
let us come to him, who is * the 
way, and the truth, and the life,” that 
we may be made partakers of the 
heavenly calling. 

We have now accomplished our 
visit to the tomb of Christ. Some 
who, in imagination, have accompa- 
nied me thither, have probably felt 
their hearts glow within them while 
contemplating the empty sepulchre ; 
and still feel a strong desire to linger 
there, in order to indulge the reflec- 
tions which have been excited. Let, 
then, our visits be frequently repeat- 
ed; let the subjects on which we 
have been dwelling be often recalled 
toour minds, and not merely be ma. 
terials for occasional reflection and 
for periodical devotion. For the pre- 
sent, we must leave the sucred spot 
on which our tears have been shed 
and our affections kindled. Jn with- 
drawing, however, from the hallowed 
scene, our emotions will be far diffe- 
rent from those of the disconsolate 
Mary, who wept and exclaimed, 
“They have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid 
him 2 “ Whither he is gone we 
know, and the way we know.” He 
has ascended to his Father and our 
Father, to his God and our God. 
Him have the heavens received until 
the time of the restitution of all 
things; and where he is, there shall 
his servant be. Although we wait 
with patience till our change come ; 
yet we have a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ. With eager ex- 
pectation, with hope full of immor- 
tality, we look forward to the period 
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when the members of his mystical 
body shall be united to the great 
Head of the church; assured that 
“our life is hid with Christ in God,” 
and that “when He, who is our life, 
shall appear, then also shall we ap- 
pear with him in glory.” 
G. C. G. 
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} John i. 8—10.——Lf we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truthis not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, ard to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous 
ness. If we say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar, and 
his word is not in us. 


Ar the time when St. Jon wrote 
this Epistle, the peace of the Chris. 
tian Church was much disturbed by 
contending sects. One of the chief 
of these was called the Sect of the 
Gnostics: aname assumed as denot- 
ing a pectliar degree of knowledge 
with respect to God. These men 
corrupted the truths of the Gospel: 
they were unwiliing to walk in the 
light of Revelation, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. 

Their notions concerning Jesus 
Christ were alike impious and ab- 
surd. They professed to believe that 
he was the Son of God, yet they de- 
nied him the essential qualities of 
the Divine nature: they acknow- 
ledged that he had appeared in the 
world, but they declared that he was 
neither clothed with a real body, nor 
had really suffered.—With regard to 
human actions, some of them held, 
that there was no moral difference of 
conduct: and they pursued a course 
of vice as entirely consistent with the 
principles they avowed. ‘They lived 
in.the most shameful violation of the 
Divine Law, at the very time they 
pretended to be perfect and without 
sin, 
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These observations will tend to 
throw light on the whole of this Chap. 
ter; and especially that part of jt 
which we are now to examine. Diq 
the Gnostics deny the Divinity of tie 
Son of God? The Apostle pronounces 
him to be the Word of Life.—pig 
they reject his manhvod, and affirm 
that his appearance in the flesh had no 
reality in it? “ We have heard him,” 
saith the Apostle ; “ we have seen 
him with our eyes, and our hands 
have handled the Word of Life.” 
Did they speak of Christ only as a 
teacher, and pay no regard to his er. 
fiation? St. John tells us, The 
blood of Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin.”’—Did they allege that they were 
perfect and sinless! He meets them 
with the declaration, “1f we say that 
we have no sin we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth Is not in us: if we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness, 
If we say that we have not sinned we 
make him a liar, and his word 1s not 
in us.” 

It appears, from this view of the 
text, that the Apostle intended to 
affirm, generally, the corruption and 
sinfulness of man, in opposition to 
those who contended that they were 
pure and perfect.-—-Various interpre- 
tations have been given of this pas. 
save ; but if we look at the plain ob- 
ject of the Apostle, and, without any 
refinement, take the words simply 
as they stand, the probable meaning 
will be this: All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God: if 
any man pretend, like the Gnostics, 
that he has not sinned, he deceives 
himself; but if he confess his sins, 
they shall be forgiven, and he shall be 
cleansed from all unrighteousness. 

The doctrine, of the — sinfulncss 


and depravity of man, is demon-| 


strable from the whole scheme 
Christianity; and here, if we knew 
nothing of the revelation of God; 
we must be convinced, both by the 
history of the world and our ow! 
personal experience, that there 
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within us a powerful inclination to 
many things that are evil. But how 
much more forcibly does this truth 
sppear, When we examine our dispo- 
sition and our conduct by the know- 
ledge we possess of the commands 
god the nature of God! It is very 
possible that we may not have broken 
ihe laws of our country, or have pro- 
cecded to those acts of outrage and 
inmor.lity, which might expose us 
to general censure; but if we try 
and examine ourselves by the light 
of Revelation, our own consciences 
must condemn us. It is because 
men do not examine and inquire, 
that they Continue, in so great a de- 
gree, ignorant of their real condition. 

But there is an evidence more con- 
clusive than human testimony—the 
slermn and repeated declarations of 
the heart-searching God. ® He saw 
thatthe wickedness of man was great 
on the earth, and every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.’? ‘1 was shapen in 
inguity,”” saith the Psalmist, “and in 
sin did my mother conceive me.” 
« All we like sheep have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way.’ It would be easy to multiply 
pussages from the volume of truth, 
which assert, in the same manner, 
the general wickedness and depravily 
of mankind :—but the Scriptures do 
more than tell of general depravity ; 
they prove to us that every member 
of our body, and every faculty of our 
mind, while we remain in our natu- 
ral state, is employed in the service 
of sin and engaged in hostility against 
God. Consider, in this view, the 
melancholy picture drawn by St. 
Paul, in his Episule to the Romans, 
nt of some daring offenders only, 
but of Jews and Gentiles, indiscrimi- 
hately, who are all proved to be under 
si. If, with such testimony before 
us, we presume to say that we have 


ho sin, we make God a Har, and his 
Word ig not us: we detract from his 
authority ; we disbelieve his declara- 
tions, 
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Having thus glanced at our condi- 
tion by nature aod practice, the Apos- 
postle next proceeds to state by what 
means we may be delivered from this 
bondage of evil. ‘If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
them.” 

Itis evident that the term confes- 
sion is of extensive meaning. It must 
include a deep sense of our misera- 
ble state, a hearty repentance for our 
manifold transgressions, «a humble ac- 
knowledgment of our offences before 
the Throne of Mercy, ‘and a deter- 
mined resolution, by Divine grace, 
for ever to forsake them. It consists 
not in words, however appropriate, 
but in a broken spirit and a contrite 
heart. It Is a confession not unto 
men, but unto God: itis the effusion 
ofa mind which feels itself to be un- 
worthy, even of the least of the Di- 
vine mercies, and will scarcely ven- 
ture to offer its requests to Heaven. 
The language of the penitent»is, 
“(God be merciful to me a sinner!’’ 
““} acknowledge my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me.” 
“Hide thy face from my sin, and 
blot out all mine iniquities.” “If 
thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 
O Lord, who shall stand !” 

It is with great propriety that our 
Church, in the very commencement 
of her public service, invites us to the 
duty of confession : she adopts, with 
this view, the use of affectionate ex- 
hortation:, slie assures us that the 
Scripture moveth us in sundry places 
to acknowledge our sins and wicked- 
ness; and that we should confess 
them with a humble, lowly, and obe- 
dient heart. She warns us that this 
is a duty which never should be for- 
gotten ; that it belongs to all times 
and seasons, but is then especially 
becoming when we assemble and 
meet together for the worship of God. 


‘The spirit of our general confession 


is the very spirit of numility and self- 
abasement: it expresses-the precise 
sentiments which a sinner ought to 
express: there Is no apology for sin : 
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no palliation of evil: and if there be 
a ray of hope to cheer the drooping 
soul, it proceeds from the mercy of 
God, and his promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
In this disposition we should enter 
into the bouse of the Lord; invoking 
the mercy of him who hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all them that, 
with hearty repentance and true faith, 
turn unto him, “if we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
aii unrighteousness.” He will not 
only release us from the guilt already 
incurred, but will cleanse and purify 
our bearts, even from the remains of 
a corrupted nature, 

Tne Apostle assures us that this 
consequence will follow from the 
faithfulness and from the justice of 
God. 

1. From his faithfulness.—-For 
such is the uniform tenor of his de- 
clarations by the mouths of all his 
Prophets. ‘ Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.” 

It has sometimes been asked by 
those, who pretend to estimate very 
highly the attributes of God, In what 
way is it possible that our a ayers 
ean influence the Almighty? How 
can it be imagined that the purpose 
of Heaven should be changed by the 
entreaties of a creature like man? 
To this objection, which, however, is 
founded entirely on human igno. 
rance, it might fairly be answered 
that man himself is incapable of re- 
ceiving the blessing of Divine for- 
giveness, till he is brought to that 
state of mind, which shall make him 
thankful for the gift—It might also 
be asked, If it be deemed expedient 
among men that an offender should 
express his sorrow for injuries com- 
mitted, why should not the same rule 
apply to those who have sinned 
against God? But the plain and 





simple answer, after all, is this :— 
Such is the appointment of God him. 
self: he, who 1s best acquainted with 
his own exalted nature, and with the 
tansgressions snd infirmities of his 
creatures, has declared that ever 
one, who confesseth and forsaketh his 
sins, shall find mercy. No condition 
can be more simple, and no promise 
more decisive: and if any man fai 
of the grace of God, it is not because 
the Almighty is unfaithful, but be. 
Ceuse we are impenitent. I: will 
sometimes happen that the very 
sense of our own guilt and unworthi. 
ness will almost deprive us of the 
hope of reconciliation. The deject. 
ed penitent is ready to persuade him. 
self that his transgressions have 
closed up every avenue tothe Throne 
of Mercy; that a God of holiness 
and purity will never iook with com- 
passion upon a sinner like him. But 
God is faithful: he asks for no atone. 
ment from man: he requires only 
the spirit of contrition, and faith in 
the great Atonement he himself has 
provided ; and he has then promised 
to extend his forgiveness. Its not 
a question of doubtful issue: he has 


made an engagement, “which he, § 


for his part, will most surely keep 
and perform.’’ He cannot deny hin- 
self; and whenever we suffer our- 
selves to be influenced by the per- 
suasion that our prayers may be 
offered in vain, we do dishonour to the 
faithfulness and the truth of God. I 
said, ‘* 1 will confess my transgres- 
sion unto the Lord,” saith the Psalm- 
ist, “and thou forgavest the iniquity 
of my sin.’ * Him that cometh unto 
me,’ "saith Christ, * I will in no wise 
cast out.” ‘Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.” 

2. The Apostle strengthens his 
declaration by an appeal to the 
justice of God. He is just to for- 
give us. 

Without the doctrine of the Atoné- 
ment by Jesus Christ, the conduct 
of God to man must appear 
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be at Variance with his glorious attri- 
putes» After the admission of sin 
into the world, the whole race of 
mankind were exposed to the wrath 
and indignation of their Maker ; and 
his justice required that punishment 
should follow transgression. ‘Till 
sme mode was devised, by which, 
cousistently with his own perfections, 
the demands of justice could be sat- 
isfied, and a propitiation be made for 
the sins of the world, man could be 
considered in no other light than as 
an outcast from God, without hope 
of pardon or possibility of return. 
To satisfy the demands of justice, 
it pleased the Father to send his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful 
man, to take upon him our nature, 
and to suffer in our stead. He was 
thus set forth as a propitiation for 
our sins: the sacrifice which he of. 
fered was on the behalf of the whole 
world; that whosoever believeth in 
him should receive the full benefit 
of his spotless ededience and his per- 
fect fulfilment of the law. He gave 
his own life a ransom for sinners, so 
that God can at once be just and 
merciful: he has exacted the penal- 
y,and can forgive the penitent. If 
we should look simply to the holy 
nature of God, and to his attribute of 
justice, that view might lead us to 
despair: for what does the justice of 
the Almighty imply, but the condem- 
nation and destruction of men? But 
we contemplate this attribute of 
justice, as it is connected with the 
sacrifice of the Lamb of God, it is a 
view which should afford consolation 
and encouragement to the contrite 
heart. ** Who is he that condem- 
neti? Ie is Christ that died:” “in 
wiom 1 have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according tothe riches of his grace.” 
Tuat principle of justice, which be- 
lore required my condemnation, now 
pleads in my favour betore the 
throne of God. The curse of the 
lw has been removed: for Christ 
Was made a curse in my behalf; and 
the voice, which once spoke in the 
Christ, Obsery. No. 171. 
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terrors of judgment, now invites me 
to reconciliation, and offers the bless- 
ing of pardon and of peace.” 

The consideration of this subject 
may be useful to three classes of 
persons :— 

1. To those who are unacquainted 
with their own depravity. 

It is easy to say that we are sin- 
ners: but it is necessary that we 
should feel the truth of this declara- 
tion. Many are slumbering in igno- 
rance and self-deception, who flatter 
themselves that this their false peace 
is an evidence of an Innocent and un- 
offending life. Their consciences 
are quiet; and they mistake this dan- 
gerous repose for the testimony of a 
good conscience. It is not in a few 
instances, only that the ministers of 
Christ are calied to witness this awful 
delusion: it mcets them in the oc- 
currences of every day: and in how 
many Cases is it held forth to them 
by the departing ssinner, as his hope 
and his refuge upon the bed of death! 
The doctrine, then, to be inculcated, 
is the necessity of repentance: with- 
out repentance, there is no remis- 
sion; and repentance itself is the 
griftot God. It is He alone who can 
open our eyes, and convince our un- 
derstandings, and awaken us toa due 
sense of our guilt and danger. Let 
it then be the petition ef our daily 
prayer, that he would grant us this 
repentance unto life; that he would 
bend the stubborn will, and soften the 
hard heart; and bring us to a full 
perception of our sinful and misera- 
ble state. “Letus draw nigh to God, 
and he will draw nigh to us.’ “He 
is not willing that any should perish, 
but that all shouid come to repen- 
tance,” 

2. I would, secondly, apply this 
subject to those who are sensible of 
their transgressions, and are anxious 
to bring forth fruits meet for repen- 
tance, 

To persons of this class, the de- 
claration of the text is full of en- 
couragement. And under the firm 


conviction that these whe come ta 
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the Throne of Grace in this dispo- 
sition will not be rejected by him 
who waits to be gracious, our Church 
follows up the general conlession, by 
the assurance that © Alnighty God 
pardoreth and abselvcth all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe 
his holy Gospel.” It is not that he 
discovers any merif in our confession, 
any amends for our sins: the peni- 
tent casts himsclf entirely upon the 
mercy of bis God :—* Pardon my sin, 
for it is great: the remembrance of 
it is grievous unto me; the burden 
is intolerable. For the sake of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, be merciful to a 
returning sinner, and grant that I 
my ever hereafier serve and please 
thee in newness of life.’? If this be 
a description of our state, we are not 
fur from the kingdom of God: he is 
faithful and just to forgive, and there 
is joy on our account among the an- 
gels of heaven. 

Lastly, let me recommend to such 
as are in any degree partakers of that 
righteousness, and peace, and joy, 
which form the privilege and birth- 
right of those that are reconciled to 
God, to cultivate the spirit of bu- 
mility and prayer. They have not 
yet escaped from the poilutions of 
the world, or the influence cf a cor- 
rupted nature: they will daily have 
need to acknowledze the imperfec- 
tion of their best services, and the 
treachery of their deceiiful hearts. 
But itis by this acknowledgment that 
we are Jed on to better things: If we 
confess our sins, he 1s faithful and 
just to carry forward the work of 
holiness in our souls, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. W hat- 
ever be our attainments, if we would 
grow in grace, and advance to a more 
perfect state, we must live in the 
disposition of habitual humility. It 
‘is in humility that the work of Divine 
grace is first begun; and in union 
with this principle must it be main- 
tained and carried to perfection. 

«Muy he, who alone can order the 
unruly wills and affections of sinful 


{March 


men, so regulate our tempers and 
turn our hearts that we may this day 
present to him an acceptable sacyj. 
fice of praise and prayer! May our 
confession of sin be accompanied by 
a determination to forsake it; and 
may the influence of his Holy Spirit 
purify our consciences, and cleanse 
our hearis, that when Sabbaths on 
earth shall be no more, we may enter 
on the enjoyment of that eternal Sab. 
bath which remaineth for the people 
of God! 


To the Editor of the Christian Obseryer, 


As every age brings some new bless. 
ings to the Church of Christ, 59 
does it behold fresh trials rising up 
to prove the faith of the servants 
of God. 

To this general observation I must 
add my firm belief, that the humble 
and conscientious follower of Jesus 
Christ has, in the present day, some 
difficulties to encounter which were 
little known by his forefathers. He 
cannot but pereeive from the conver: 
sation of some religious characters, 
from the pages of some periodical 
publications, and from the discourses 
of some few divines in our Church, 
that a doubt has arisen whether the 
now antiquated faith and practice of 
our Reformers will lead to heaven. 
He meets with insinuations which 
seem to warrant these strange conclu: 
sions ;—that to be orthodox ovr: 
selves, we must regard the Fathers 
of our Church as heterodox; that 
believing in the Divine authority of 
Scripture, we must nevertheless sink 
its precepts; and that preaching, a 
we are bound to do, the doctrines d 
justification by faith alone, and of thé 
imputed righteousness of Christ, wé 
must also inculcate imputed sancti 
fication, and, at the same time, » 
silent respecting the absolute nt 
cessity of that personal holiness até 
those good works which are the 
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eessary fruit of a living and justify- 
ing faith. l 

The Bible, as 1t appears to me, is 
a perfect system of faith and prac- 
tice. There is nothing superfluous 
inits pages: there is nothing want- 
ing I dare not add to its sacred 
treasure, nor diminish fromit. I re- 
member the awful curses denounced, 
Rev. xxii. 18, 19. * Ifany man shall 
add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are writ- 
ten in this book ; and if any man 
shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and 
from the things which are written in 
this book.”” As a minister of the 
everlasting Gospel, as a messenger 
bearing the glad tidings of great joy 
to all people, I must not, with some, 
build my faith upon a few detached 
passages of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans ; nor must I, with others, com- 
pose a system of ethics from the 
Book of Proverbs. When called to 
minister in the sanctuary, I am bound 
to read and to pronounce with as firm 
atone of voice the 9th asthe 12th 
chapter of St. Paul’s Enistle to the 
Christians at Rome. In a word, I 
am not to be saved by fancy, but by 
faith ; faith built upon the Revelation 
of God; faith working by love, and 
producing obedience. 


The New Cross. 


idl 


Now, to be considered as forsaking 
our Master, because we dare not 
outstep his most approved servants 
of old, is certainly a trial. I shall 
humbly venture to call it The New 
Cross; and if any of your enlighten- 
ed correspondents, who may not be 
so deeply engaged in the dally la- 
bours of the ministry as the individ- 
ual who suggests this hint, should 
see fit to enlaige upon the point, 
a few judicious observations may 
greatly assist the risisg generation. 

I will only further remark, that I 
have been much struck with the very 
cateyorical, and somewhat flippant, 
mannerin which some young divines 
in the present day bring forward 
their views of the most mysterious 
and difficult pomts of religious doc- 
trine. They ought to read, meditate, 
and pray, before they preach. They 
speak us vetcrans, before they have 
experienced the hardships of a single 
campaign. When discussing such 
subjects, what holy caution was used 
by our Hookers, Halls, Leightons, 
Beveridges—those burning and shin- 
ing lights! Their writings, how 
deeply doctrinal ; and yet how alive 
do they always seem to the obliga- 
tions of every moral duty ! May we 
follow them as they followed Christ! 

Tham, &e. 


R. P, B. 


_— 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


EXTRACTS OF LETTERS FROM THE 
REV HENRY MARTYN, TO *. C, 
L. E. Ss. 


(Continued from p. 22.) 
** St. John’s, March: 8, 1804, 
“Dear —, 

“I THINK you could not reason- 
ably have expected an answer earlier, 
‘s your own letter was so long in 
‘oming. But if you are unwilling 
'o admit this excuse, I willadd, that 
the engagements of the ministry, 


pupils, &c. have not only disordered 
and abolished every system of private 
reading, but have left me little which 
I dare call leisure time. I rejoice 
with you, and yand the Church, 
that he has found his mind disposed 
to labour in her glorious cause: and 
I trust that he is moved to it by the 
Holy Ghost. Any assistance in my 





power you know you may command. 
With respect tothe difference of ex- 
pense, I should suppose that a pen- 
sioner, to live with decency and com- 
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fort, would require 120/.a year; a 
sizar, perhaps about 60/.—{ had no 
sermon at the time of my ordination ; 
and ever since, I have had recourse 
io S ’s helps. For the people at 
Lolworth are still so very ignorant, 
that I must not, at present, advance 
beyond the first principles of the 
doctrine. And sermons, in which 
these things are plainly set forth, I 
think, are no where to be found so 
good as his. | have, therefore, never 
written sermons entirely my own; 
except when it was necessary to 
preach at Trinity Church, which has 
been but fivetimes. I preached ez- 
tempore at Lolworth twice some time 
ago, and once at St. Giles’s; but 
Mr.S advised me to give it over, 
l adopted the plan merely in hopes 
of being able to speck with more 
animation, as if any thing but love 
and zeal in the heart could kindle 
the sacred fire of eaurnestness.”— 
‘* No one can say how much I was 
harassed for the first three or four 
months with the difficulty of prepar- 
ing sermons, and the discharge of 
other ministerial duties, Insomuch 
that, occasionally, [ encroached on 
my time of private devotion. This 

aim continually tempted to do, but 
never yield to the temptation, with- 
out suffering for itin myself. It is 
also impolitic ; forthe adage is most 
true—* bene orasse est bene studuls- 
? “is now here: heis greatly 
improved. ITe reads the Bible, and 
is Not averse to conversation on re- 
jigious subjects. But I fear that he 
has not fully received the humbling 
truths of the Gospel.” “TI cannot 
help saying to myself in his com- 
pany, * One thing thou lackest ;? O 
what a working of God’s mighty 
power must there be to be effectual 
in making us resign our own will, 
and say with sincerity, All that the 
Lord commands will we do. What 
wisdom and true happiness is it to 
be as little children ?’—“* We incept 
next riday. The senior wrangler 
the last year is also this day declared 
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to be senior medalist. He is very 
young and modest ; and deserves 
every commendation for his dij. 
gence and abilities : but | should not 
wish a triend of mine to be so crown. 
ed with worldly honours, after the 
bitter experience I have had through 
mine, though so inferior. How 
safe, how pleasant, to strive for the 
amaranthine crown of glory, where 
there is no competition—all that 
seek, shall find !” 


© St. John’s, April 19, 1804, 


“1 am glad to hear that the Gos. 
pel spreads among you, for the sake 
of my poor fellow-sinners. O that] 
had the glory of Christ more at 
heart ! Most of us have far too litile 
earnestness; and 1 forone. Wall’s 
Lane is in my parisb here. Its well. 
known character will give you to un- 
derstand that I have abundant room 
for the exercise of zeal. I have as 
yet visited only the two alms-houses 
and the poor-house, in whichI meet 
the people once a week, and two or 
three other houses. To cleanse 
these stables of Augeas I may well 
be taught a useful lesson from the 
fabled hero—not to attempt the work 
in my own strength, but to turn the 
river of grace into it.—In my coun 
try parish, religion is at a low ebb, 
The school, however, is re-establish- 
ed; and the benefit of it will, I trust, 
be of eternal consequence. With 
respect to my own heart, my dear 
friend, what shall I say ? I have been 
visited, of late, with some very severe 
trials ; of which the loss of the for 
tunes of myself and two sisters is the 
least. As often as the pride and arro- 
gance of my heart are brought down 
into the dust, and I am able to walk 
softly before the Lord, I am _ peace. 
ful and happy enough. My presen 
desire is to walk alone with God. | 
have lived too much in public ; goit 
to God in prayer as if I were coming 
out of acrowd, and about to be toss 
intoit again. But to walk with Go 
is surely to be with him always 
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to preach as one delivering the mes- 
sage in his presence—to plead with 
souls aSin the stead of the invisible 
God near us. Ah, my brother, we 
die alone. If we have not lived in 
: solitary communion with God, we 
’ shall start at finding ourselves, in the 
’ solemn silence of death, about to 
e 

€ 






launch forward where no friends, no 
ordinances, CaN accompany us.”” 


t “St. John’s, Nov. 8, 1804. 
“Tam about to alter my plan of 
4, preaching to my country congrega- 


tion. They have been hearing from 
me the Gospel, for which they are 
[ by no means prepared: for I have 
discovered, to my surprise and grief, 


: that they do not know the difference 
’s between sin and duty, It is now my 
Il. design to explain to them the Com- 
n- A mandments, Sermon on the Mount, 
m a xc.” “ Phrough the tender mercy 
3s Mn of God, I begin to feel a little 
- more zeal and earnestness than for- 


et Ma merly. O,my brother, how great 
the honour that in our office at Jeast 
we are like to Christ—that, in this 
ell ME vespect, as he was, so are we in this 
the Ma World! May love carry forward our 
ork Mae feet in swift obedience ; and may we 
the Mp continue in our work, with all firm- 
un ME Dess, and patience, and tenderness 
bb. Mae for the souls of men !—In your last 
‘sh: Ma letter, which found me in Cornwall, 
ust Mg You objected to my going abroad ; 
Jith fg but assigned no reasons for your 
jeat a “lSapprobation. I shall be glad to 
een Dear them.” 

vere *° St. John’s, Jan. 28, i805. 

for- “ The time is at last arrived when 
the— Tam about to bid farewell to this 
trom country. If my present expectations 
are fulfilled, I shall leave Cambridge 
inabout a fortnight, and England in 
three weeks or a month. You may 
suppose the call has been very sudden, 
or! should not have made the request 
which I have. Comply with it as 
soon as possible. I thought I had 
hore time to write to you, when I 
began this letter: but I can new only 
‘ay, may the Lord bless you, my dear 
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friend, and make you prosper in 
your blessed work! Pray for your 
unworthy brother. 

““H. MARTYN.” 


a 


JOURNEY TO SWITZERLAND, &e. 
(Continued from page 95.) 
From the Hague, we travelled over 
a very low flat country, part of which 
was under water, owing to the late 
rains, to Utrecht, which offers the 
aspect of a most unwholesome resi- 
dence; and indeed the complexion 
of the Dutch, men, women, and 
children, testify this. They are all 
livid, and bear indications of dropsy. 

Utrecht isa fine town, and abounds 
in magnificent buildings belonging 
to the noblesse of the province, and 
also of that of Guelder adjoining. 
No trade is carried on bere, and the 
population appears to be below the 
extent of the town. Grass grows in 
the great square ; and women and 
children were actually employed in 
pulling it out from between the 
stones. 

From Utrecht to Nimeguen, the 
country Is very different: little water 
is to be seen, and what there is of it 
serves chiefly for ornamenttoa most 
beautiful, highly cultivated, and well- 
wooded country, in which,every tour 
or five miles, fine country houses 
are to be seen startling in parks and 
belonging to people of Utrecht and 
Amsterdam. I had great satisfac. 
tion in seeing here fine rising downs, 
which reminded me of Surrey and 
Sussex. This part of the province 
abounds in game, and would be called 
in England a fine sporting country. 
Its soil, however, is sandy ; and itis 
perhaps on that account that the 
fields of arable land are chiefly sown 
with corn, known in other parts of 
Europe by the name of Bled Noir, 
or Bled Sarrazin. It does not shew 
itself, when ripe, in the form of an 
ear like wheat or barleyybutlike an 
assemblage ofsmall seeds of a whitish 
hue. They were just reaping it, and 
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had an abundant harvest. When 
this corn is eatep unmixed, it pro- 
duces very brown bread. In Swit- 
zerland, they mix it with a propor- 
tion of wheat. In the course of the 
thirteen leagues we travelled, we 
halted four times to refresh the 
horses. On the side of the high 
road large open barns are built for 
the purpose of baiting: travellers 
enter at one end, and go out at the 
other. The inside contains a stable 
for the horses of the owners; and the 
stable, with the implements it con- 
tains, presents an excellent exem- 
plification of the scenes of Teniers. 

Tie road was heavy, and I availed 
myself of the slow motion to walk 
during half the journey. In my 
walk, I observed plantations of hops, 
and large fields of tobacco ; part of 
which was standing, and part cut, 
and hanging in large airy barns, tied 
by the stalk, the leaves downwards, 
perfuming the road through which 
we passed. Our last baiting was at 
Eenden, five leayues from Nimeguen. 
The road was over a high dike, and 
so narrow that when we met a car- 
riage ora cart, both stopped, and 
were obliged, with the eye, to take 
measure of the space between their 
wheels and the precipice. Wecross- 
edthe Rhine to enter Nimeguen on 
a flying bridge of boats of very 
curious construction. 

Nimeguen in itself is an unin. 
teresting town, but made famous by 
the treaty which bears its name. 
During my stay there, while ram- 
bling about, my eyes were struck 
with the following sentence engrav- 
ed in golden letters over the door of 
the court of justice :— 


Diligite justitiam, qui judicatis terram. 


Over the town-house are the two 
fcllowing inscriptions, which apply 
well to the present times, and to the 
present generation :— 


Concordia res parvae cresunt, Discordia 
maxime delabuntur. 
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And on the other side,-~ 


Beata est gens cujus Dominus spes ejus, 
Psalm x}. 

Itis because France has denied 
the last, that that unfortunate nation 
is scourged by the hand of the Aj. 
mighty. O may its fate read a use. 
ful and impressive lesson, to all those 
nations who, in their prosperity, have 
forgotten that their strength was 
given them from above ! 

From Nimeguen we passed near 
Vanto, and dined at a small house ip 
the open country. There we met five 
emigrant priests, who, on the alarm 
of yesterday (an engagement having 
taken place between the French and 
combined armies) had fled from the 
other side of the Meuse, and were 
anxiously listening to every report, 
to know whether they were to fly still 
further. Poor unhappy sufferers! 
How often in the way did I lament 
for their sakes my not being rich! 
We slept at Kavalaer, and went on 
the next day to Crevel, over a very 
sandy road, but through a most beau. 
tiful country, which we found ina 
very high state of cultivation ; the 
ploughed fields looking as neat asa 
rolled pleasure-ground. This must 
be an admirable country for game of 
every kind, being finely wooded to 
the right and left, chiefly with oaks, 
which, in some parts, are intermixed 
with beach, and the intervals filled 
with underwood.—I observed, with 
some degree of pain, women, in this 
part of the country, sharing with the 
men the laborious part of husbandry. 
I saw women mowing clover with as 
much strength and exactness as the 
most expert men. A little further 
I saw women placed before heavy 
wheelbarrows, pulling by a rope 
thrown over their shoulders, and the 
men pushing the wheelbarrows for 
ward. 

Cattle, but particularly cows, att 
here a great object of care and # 
tention, for the cows not only giv 
the finest and richest milk, with 
which they make very good al 
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yaluable cheese, but they also draw 


ihe plough. I saw many fields co- 
yered with a short grass of a fine 
deep green, bearing a small white 
fower, Which people were cutting. 
Qn wquiry, I found this was an 
arificial grass for the cows, which 
jssown after the wheat has been cut. 
It is extremely rich, and produces 
the best milk and butter. 

Crevel, where we dined, is a small, 
pretty, well-built town. We came 
in just in time for the table d’héte, 
which was good. The Germansare 
a hospitable people ; but they shewa 
most troublesome and familiar cu- 
riosity respecting every thing new 
which catches theireye. This I had 
known of old, and I had to-day a fresh 
proof of it at table, where, by the 
way, the landlord and landlady always 
sit down with the guests. One of 
those familiar gentlemen seeing my 
necessaire in a red case, took it 
whilst I was talking with a Dutch- 
man, who, I found, knew many of my 
Paris acquaintance ; and, in order to 
amuse and gratify his own curiosity 
and that of the hostess, he pulled out 
of the case every thing it contained, 
screwed them on wrong, put them 
up again in the wrong places, forcing 
every thing into its new position 
without the least discomposure. Mis- 
sing the silver tumbler out of which 
he had seen me drink, he reached 
lor it across the table unperceived 
by me, put it, half full of wine as it 
was, into the inner red case, which 
contained the knife, fork, &c., and of 
course injured it, at the same time 
throwing the wine on the table. 
He laughed at this untoward occur- 
tence, but did not offer the least 
apology ; he and the landlady con- 
tenting themselves with saying that 
things of that kind were only to be 
had in England. 

(To be continued.) 


iE — 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
To correct mistakes, either in theory 


°° practice ; to point out an error in 





On the Pronunciation Y the English Language. 
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received opinions, on any subject re- 
lating to arts, sciences, or religion, 
can never be altogether useless, and 
INay eventually tend to improvement, 
The following observations may, per- 
haps, s¢em to some persons rather 
trivial ; yet it is hoped that others 
will pay them some attention. 

It is the business of every indi. 
vidual to acquire some knowledge of 
what is called his mother-tongue, or 
the language of the country wherein 
he was born; and likewise to pro- 
nounce it in such a way as tobe most 
easily understood, when he would 
convey his ideas to the mind of 
another. That pronunciation is said 
to be the best, and should be prefer- 
red, which gives to all parts of the 
word a fall and . distinct articulation. 
The ear likes to be pleased; and in 
order to gratify it, some attention 
should be given to the medulation of 
the voice, by laying the emphasis on 
the proper syllable in each word, and 
pronouncing the last part of the word, 
and likewise the end of each sen- 
tence or paragraph, distinct and full.* 

But a practice the very reverse is 
becoming more and more prevalent, 
and has been rapidly gaining ground 
for some years ; and that not merely 
among the vulgar, but even among 
the higher classes in life. Indistinct 
articujation renders the speaker un- 
intelligible ; or demands more than 
ordinary attention, and consequently 
is painfulto the hearer. One great 
source of this evil is, the throwing 
back the syllabic emphasis towards 
the beginning of the word, which has 
no foundation in our language, and 
must, to a judicious harmonious ear, 
produce the most discordant sounds; 
as the latter part. of the word is 
pronounced with precipitancy, and 
therefore is indistinct, or scarcely 
audible at all. Our old energetic 
and emphatic mother Saxon is al- 
most totally discarded in colloquial 


* The words of Quinctillian are—* Sin- 
guiz cujusque syllabe, presertim extrem, 
reote, distinctc, et clare. proferantnr.”’ 
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speech: anda kind of gibberish (or 
something most horribly disgusting 
to the ear) is substituted in its room. 
When sitting in a coach, I often per- 
ceive the lips of the speakers to move 
very quickly, but scarcely to open ; 
and a kind of indistinct sound issues, 
somewhat like the chirping of a bird. 
This deprives our language of a 
great part of its native force of ex- 
pression; for some words have a 
peculiar evergy, and several emo- 
tions of the mind are strongly marked 
by the fuil force of the breath.” 

I heard a gentleman some time 
ago, when pronouncing the word op- 
PONENT, lay the emphasis on the 
first syllable, and another on the first 
in difloma; another, when in the 
pulpit, laid it very loudly on the first 
syliable in the word offences ; and 
another on the second in disrepute. 
There is a contagion in this respect, 
as well asin many other things: and 
it is to be feared that the disease is 
not only epidemical, but almost in- 
curable. 

To acquire a true knowledge of 
the English language is a task more 
difficult than many are aware of: 
and, however paradoxical it may 
seem, yet it is a fact that few, com. 
paratively, of the inhabitants of 
England, understand their mother- 
tongue, or speak it with propriety. 
Due attention has not been paid to 
this in classical schools ; hence many 
classical scholars are grossly and 
shamefully defective in reading and 
writing their own language. Many 
societies have been lately formed for 
the most laudable purposes: why 
then do not some of the most judi- 
cious and best informed among the 
literati, join heartily in an attempt lo 
prevent the rapid degeneracy of 
their native tongue? Jf any general 
good may be expected, it must begin 


* Cicero saith—* Omnes voces, ut nervi 
in fidibus, ita sonant, ut a motu animi que- 
gue sunt pulsz,” 


Pliny longing for the Cousolations of Christianity. 
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with youth; therefore let every 
teacher, from the old woman wh» 
begins with the alphabet, and moulds 
the infant organs to syllabic sounds 
with every other order of instructers 
up tothe learned tutor in the col- 
lege, bestir themselves, and endeg 
vour to restore, if possible, their na- 
tive language to its former energy, 
dignity, and emphatic expression, 
Let every patriotic parent be solici- 
tous in this as wellas in other things, 
for the good of his rising offspring, 
Where feebleness in expression and 
phraseology creeps in,there effemina. 
cy of manners has already begun, or 
will inevitably soon follow. This has 
been the case with Greece and Rome, 
The bold, nervous, and elegant Latin 
has dwindled and sunk into the sof 
Italian, and the finical French, &c, 
and, alas! by our great intercourse 
with other nations, the noble Anglo. 
Saxon is degenerating apace. 

The foregoing remarks are sub- 
mitted to the consideration of your 
candid and intelligent readers, with 
a hope that some of them will begin 
to form some plan and rules respect. 
ing pronunciation, and a due modu. 
lation of the voice, and other things 
which should be attended to in the 
early stages of youth. As this will 
be a work of time, various other 
regulations may be adverted to, occa- 
sionally, respecting the construction 
of sentences, the style, &c. in order 
to render the language more harmo 
nious, The industry of the people 
of Attica is at least worthy of imita 
tion; and though, probably, no lan- 
guage can be so modelled or amend: 
ed as to equal that of Athens, yet 
something may be done by persever: 
ance and patriotic zeal. I am, &e. 

Keerray: 


——___—— 


‘To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Her, who spends much of his time 
in close confinement, under diseas¢ 
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of which he can reasonably expect 
no cure, May surely be excused if 
he now and then find his inclination 
wandering from book to book, as the 
bee flies trom flower to flower. Even 
this reading, desultory as it is, may 
have its use: he may accidentally 
meet with passages that warm his 
. hopes, animate him with fortitude, 








aid fill his mind with thankfulness 

that Providence has placed him ina 
» B® period of time when his wisdom may 
» BB so easily exceed the wisdom of the 
| fuest Characters of pagan history. 


. He may also catch now and then, 


' among the writingsof heathen wor- 
; thies, an Expression that declares, 
‘ wih all the force of involuntary 
n evidence, how much they felt the 
It want of that Revelation of life and 
* B® immortality that is now given asa 
x light to our path. 
, This last impression was made with 
new and peculiar poweron my mind, 
‘ on reading Pliny’s letter to Corelius 
A Tiro, describing the death of Cor- 
th rellius Rufus, one of his most beloved 
‘a friends. After having enumerated 
“ many of the common-place sources 
; of comfort under the loss of these 
a props of life, he rejects all as inade- 


‘1 quate to his consolation, and breaks 
out into this beautiful appeal to his 


er elegy ' 
. Ee w'viving friend :—* Proinde adhibe 
wh solatia mihi; nen hee senex erat, 


0 infirmus erat, (bec enim scio) sed 
hova aliqua, sed magna, que au- 
oe dierim nunquam, legerim nunquam ; 
to Wem gue audivi, que legi, sponte 


an MepucCurruot, sed tanto dolore supe- 
nd rantur,”’ 

yet “ Bring me therefore some con- 
et: MEE lation ; not such as this, he was 
¢ fod he was infirm, (for this I know) 
n but something new, Something great, 


which I have never heard or never 
tead; for all that I have heard, all 
that | have read, occurs promptly 
though, but is borne down by so 
heavy an affliction.” 

| Now this is the language of one, 
to whom all the stores of Grecian 
and Roinan literature and philosophy 
Christ. Obsery. No. 171. , 
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were familiar. How plainly and 
how pathetically does he call for the 
consolations of Christianity ! Me- 
thinks I would have gladly whispered 
in his ear that Revelation of the Di- 
vine Voice; “ For when they shall 
rise from the dead, they are as the 
angels which arein heaven :” and 
that of the Apostle, “ that the suffer- 
ings of the present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the 
glory that shall be revealed.” This 
is the aligua nova, the aligua magna 
that he wanted, and without which 
nothing can be attained that deserves 
the name of consolation. 

It is matter of interesting reflec- 
tion, that this is the same Pliny who 
represents the inflexible obstinacy of 
the Christians, ‘as justly incurring 
persecutions under the Emperor 
Trajan, while at the same time he 
draws the most flattering picture of 
the excellence of their morals. Shall 
we require a stronger proof that the 
wisdom of the world is foolishness 
with God ? T.P. 


Foe A ane 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer,. 


WILL you allow me to make a few 
observations on some of your re- 
marks, which appeared in your Re- 
view of “ Chalmers’s Address to the 
Inhabitants of Kilmany,” in your 
Number for October last ? 

The part of the Review to which 
I wish to advert, is that which as- 
cribes the infidelity which unfortu- 
nately existed, and which to acertain 
extent does still exist, in Scotland, 
to the “ peculiar character of the 
creed and some of the formularies 
of the Established Kirk.” You con- . 
ceive that many reasons for this evil 
may lie deep, and out of your ken 
who reside so far from the scene of 
action. Some, however, you con- 


ceive to be more palpable; and at 
the head of these you place that one 
which I have just quoted. 
Iam not, Mr. Editor, a Clergyman 
of the Church of Scotland, or one 
Y 
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who has sucked in from my infancy 
a creed which, in your opinion, Is 
too systematic, exclusive, and dog- 
matical. I drew the first breath of 
the spiritual life, which I humbly 
hope in God | possess, in the vosom 
of the Church of England, under the 
guidance of one of her favourite sons. 
I love your church well ; but I love 
my own, the Church of Scotland, 
better—trom my closer connexion 
with her, from a deep sense of her 
excellences, and of the invaluable 
services she has rendered to my 
native country. And this being the 
case, 1 regret much to see such a 
charge brought against her, especial- 
ly from so respectable a quarter. 

But let me proceed to say, that I 
conceive the first source you men- 
tion of the evil in question never 
seut forth any streams to nourish the 
mischief; and to affirm, however 
paradoxical it may appear, that the 
cause of the English press sending 
forth comparatively but a small por- 
tion of infidelity, may be traced to 
the lamentably low state of religion 
in England,—and that the greater 
quantity which Scotland has unfor- 
tunately produced may be attributed, 
in a great measure, lo the compara- 
tive brightness with which the vital 
lamp of true religion has shone in 
this highly favoured country for 
many years past. 

Almost every system of religious 
belief which has been invented by 
man, has been readily adopted and 
followed by that part of the species 
for whose benefit it was framed. 
The cause ofthis general submission, 
in such cases, is apparent. Systems 


of this description, being the work of 


man, have been made to wink at 
his frailties, corruptions, and vices: 
men, in short, under their influence, 
were enabled to live with an easy 
conscience, although loaded with all 
the weight of their original corrup- 
tion. But the Christian Religion, 
being the work of God, is altogether 
of another description. It opposes 
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itself to man, as he comes into the 
world, with the most unbending ge. 
verity. Man is carnal: it commands 
him to be spiritual. He forgets ang 
dislikes God: it commands him to 
love him with his whole heart. He 
is selfish: it commands him to love 
his neighbour as himself. He js 
proud: it requires him to be meek 
and lowly of heart. He has a high 
sense of his own dignity, and of the 
value of his own doings: it informs 
him that he is vile and worthless 
before God, that he is deserving of 
eternal death, that his best actions are 
siniul, and that he must accept of 
happiness in another world as the 
free and unmerited gift of his sy. 
preme Lord. 

The Christian Religion mortifies 
indeed the pride of the human heart; 
and when the heart ts goaded withit, 
if it does not yield, it rebels, and flies 
off to scepticism or infidelity. Some 
men spread the knowledge of their 
infidelity throughout the world. In 
most cases, however, it lies conceal- 
ed—more hid, and probably not so 
complctely formed, but not less real, 
and followed, as far as the individual 
is concerned, with not less fatal con- 
sequeices. 

Do we never see, however, Chris: 
lianity shorn of its beams, and de 
prived of those peculiar qualities 
which the hand of God has stamped 
uponit? Yes, sir; we have seen this 
melancholy sight exhibited, to an 
alarming height, in the Church of 
England! Itis a fact so well known 
that it needs no proof, that for many 
years previous to the late revival of 
religion in the Church of England, 
the great body of the clergy were 
what Joseph Milner called, “ cor 
rupters of the pure doctrines of the 
church.’? They, in genera/, says tha 
able writer, substituted, in the place 
of the peculiar doctrines of the Gos 
pel, ‘a system of litte more tha 
pagan ethics.” : 

The consequence of this stated 
things was, that literary characte! 
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as well as others, were hardly ever 
confronted with the religion of Christ. 
{t was another religion which was 
prought to their view; a religion 
which Jet conscience sleep, while 
the heart remained unchanged. They 
were satisfied with it: they were lul- 
jed by it into a state of perfect self- 
complacency : they professed and felt 
arespect for it : they could even write 
in defence of it. There was no ex- 
citement to infidelity : they had form- 
eda religion to their own liking: 
they worshipped a god who was the 
workmanship of their own fancy, and 
were at peace with him and with 
themselves. 

This, in general, was the nature 
of the religion which existed long in 
the Church of England. These 
were the consequences which natu- 
rally resulted from it. 

But this was not the state of things 
in Scotland during the same period, 
The Christian Religion continued to 
be faithfully and purely preached— 
not by all, but by a goodly number of 
the clergy, Let us refer to the 
days of Hume, and to the state of 
religion in Edinburgh in his time. 
When literature flourished so re- 
markably in Scotland after the mid- 
dle of the eighteenth century, the 
clergy were richly imbued with it ; 
and there were then several, not 
only evangelical preachers, but able 
and prudent men, in the ministry in 
Edinburgh,—men of high literary 
acquirements, and well cultivated 
minds, who regularly brought the 
pure word of God to bear upon the 
hearts and consciences of their hear- 
e's. In Scotland we are in general 
a church-going people; and no 
preacher of any note appears, who is 
not well attended, and whose opinions 
are NOt canvassed In companies of 
almost every description. In Edin- 
burgh this is peculiarly the case. 
Hume had then the unsophisticated 
word of God laid before him. His 
haughty mind raised itself against its 
humiliating doctrines, and as the 
powers of his mind were uncommon, 


Remarks on the Review of “ Chalmers’s Address.” 








t59 


its enmity discovered itself in no 
ordinary way. 

The state of religion throughout 
Scotland was similar to what it was 
in Edinburgh. A great body of the 
clergy. did not preach the whole 
truth, or preached it feebly. Some 
few perverted it—but many preached 
it in sincerity and truth. The con- 
sequence of this state of things was 
exactly such as we might have anti- 
cipated from the light of Scripture. 
Many, many, whom the world never 
heard of, were converted, and raised 
to eternal life. But, of course, many 
also nauseated and turned away from 
the truth, disbelieved, and perished. 
Of the mass of these we know 
nothing. Some of them who were, 
or supposed themselves to be, of a 
superior cast, came forward, with 
Hume at their head. They were 
anxious to disbelieve the truth: they 
employed all their ingenuity to per- 
vert it; and probably many of them 
were given over to believe theirown 
lie. 

The faithful preaching, therefore, 
of the Gospel of Christ in Scotland, 
which has ever been a stumbling 
block and rock of offence to the un- 
believer, has, I conceive, been the 
grand cause of the prevalence of 
sceptical writing in that country. 
And the absence, in a great mea- 
sure, of this stumbling block in 
England has tended to repress it 
there. When a door is opened for 
the promulgation of the truth, and 
the salvation of sinners, we are 
taught to believe there will be many 
adversaries: the effect then pro- 
duced in the instance before us was, 
as I have already said, only what we 
might have expected to arise, from 
our knowledge of the word of God 
as well as of human nature. 

I am aware that other causes also 
operated to produce the evil in ques- 
tion, and I think one of those you 
mention is worthy of attention. But 
that which I have endeavoured to 
elucidate, I conceive to have been 
the great and radical cause. 
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It is worthy of your attention in 
this place, that while the truth as it 
is in Jesus unavoidably produces the 
evil before us, in a greater or less 
degree it also raises up instruments 
to oppose and repress it. This has 
been the case in Scotland. ‘There 
was no want in that country of able 
and convincing answers to the deisti- 
cal writings of Hume. I need only 
mention “Campbell on Miracles,” 
as a proof of my assertion ; a work 
which will bear the severest scruti- 
ny, and bring more conviction to the 
mind the more closely it is examin- 
ed. A paper on the evidences of 
Christianity was wanted lately forthe 
Edinburgh Encyclopedia, The Edi- 
tor applicd to a Member of the 
Church for it, and “ Chalmers’s Evi- 
dences” was produced; a most 
triumphant little work, complete in 
itself, and founded and finished on 
accurate philosophical principles. 
And whenit galled a certain philoso- 
pher of this place, who, feeling his 
inability to meet it openly, produced, 
in the Endinburgh Review, an article 
reviving Hume’s doctrine on the 
subject of testimony,* hoping perhaps 
to lessen its effect by this side-at- 
tack, another Scotch Minister started 
up; and in anew and masterly man- 
ner, and in the compass of a few 
pages, exposed the reasonings of the 
Reviewer to the contempt they de- 
served. I allude to the pamphlet of 
Dr. Somerville ; a man who, wholly 
occupied with the flock which God 
has committed to his charge, had 
never before been heard of, and who, 
if no similar cause avain excite him, 
may bring his first-rate talents before 
the public no more. There are many 
such men in the Church of Scotland ; 
men who have got little glitter to 
adorn them, but whose gold is solid 
and pure,—who quietly do the work 
which God has given them to do, 
and are ready and able at the same 


* Testimony. Mr. Chalmers is engaged 
to write the article on this subject in the 
Kdinburgh Encyclopedia. 
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time, “if need be,”’ 
faith of God. 

But I am afraid, Mr. Editor, tha 
you will recur to the opinion, tha 
our creed is too systematic, excly. 
sive, and dogmatica!, and add, that 
supposing my account of the matter 
is correct, suil this peculiar charac. 
ter of the creed has certainly ip. 
creased the evil. 

All that I can say to this is, that 
our creed advances nothing but what 
is clearly sanctioned by’ Scripture, 
Your opinion is different: I mug 
confess however, with due deference, 
that I think you venture to lay down 
the law on this head much too dog. 
matically for a Church-of-England 
man at least. Are you not aware 
that the great body of rea/ Christians 
have agreed in thinking the doc. 
trines of election and others usually 
denominated Calvinistic, (to which | 
suppose you allude in making the 
charge of dogmatism against us,) to 
be clearly laid down in Scripture? 

You compare your articles and 
formularies with our creed, and pre- 
fer your own. I think this is rather 
an unfortunate comparison, at least if 
we may judge of their comparative 
merits by the degree of purity in 
which the Gospel has been retuined 
in the respective churches. Or if 
we may judge of their merits by 
instituting a comparison between the 
state of the people of England and 
that of the people of Scotland, what 
is the issue? The English people 
cannot for a moment stand a compa 
rision with the most moral and reli- 
gious, and best informed people in 
the world. 

I beg leave to make a few obser 
vations on another misconception d 
the Reviewer. He conceives that the 
plan of confining the instructions of 
the pulpit tothe exhibition of the great 
fundamental articles of faith in the 
Christian scheme, has been tried i0 
Scotland on an extensive scale—ani 
the effect produced has been much 
avowed scepticism and much empl 
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rofession. I must inform him that 
he is misinformed on this particular, 
and that the Scotch Clergy are a 
body of men who have a much great- 
er portion of good sense, and a far 
better conception of the right man- 
ner of dividing the word of truth, 
than is implied in this supposition. 
| have heard many sermons from the 
Established Clergy, in various parts 
of Scotland, and I constantly sit under 
their ministry, and I do net at pre- 
sent remember a single instance of 
an exhibition of Christian doctrine 
from the pulpit which was not follow- 
ed by an exhortation to Christian prac- 
tice. In fact, itis almost their invari- 
able practice to wind up their dis- 
course with what we usually call the 
practical improvement, which forms 
the most energetic part of the sermon. 
And I should humbly conceive, that 
in general Cases, this was the most 
proper way of preaching. The mind 
is in this way elevated by an exhibi- 
tion, it may be, of the power, or 
goodness, or mercy of God ; of the 
the love or humiliation of our Sa- 
viour; of the faith and obedience of 
the holy men of old; of the happi- 
ness and glory of the future state of 
the blessed ; and while the mind is 
yet raised or the heart softened, the 
obligation to obedience is brought 
home to the hearts and consciences 
of the hearers with tenfold effect. 
But Mr. Chalmers, it is said, com- 
plains of evils existing among reli- 
gious professors in Scotland, and 
some cause, it is supposed, must be 
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found to account for the mischief. 
Where, however, is the faithful! cler- 
gyman who has not to make similar 
complaints? Let us take up Miiner 
again. He was a faithful minister, 
and one whom all good men must 
admire, and would do well to imitate: 
yet he said, during the latter years 
of his ministry too, of bis own peo- 
ple, ‘talkers abounded, but there 
was very little heart-work—all were 
become approvers of Christian doc- 
trine, but numbers remained amii- 
tious, greedy of gain, foliowers of 
pleasure. ‘They allowed that their 
‘affections ought to be set on things 
above,’ and continued as greedy as 
ever of all that the world has to give.” 
Most melancholy! Mr. Chalmers’s 
picture cannot be more so. 

I have only one more observation 
tomake. The value of the clergy of 
Scotland is not known. They are 
thought rather lightly of, I believe, by 
their Southern*brethren. But as the 
character of Knox was long clothed 
with a most unjust odium, which I 
am happy to be able to say Is now re- 
moved ; and as his more immediate 
successors have been covered with 
the same cloak, which I hope will 
speedily be lifted from them by the 
same able hand; so I douwht not but 
that in time, our body of Clergy, and 
our Church will be made to fill a 
more exalted situation than they have 
hitherto done in the opinion of men. 

Iam, &c. 
MEMBER OF THE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND, 


A LAY 
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fwo Tracts intended to convey cor- 
rect Notions of Regeneration and 
Conversion, according to the Sense 
of Holy Scripture and of the 
Church of England, extracted 
from the Bampfiton Lecture of 


1812, and frublished in a Form 


adapted for Circulation among the 
Community at large, at the Re- 
guest of the Salofp District Com- 
mittee of the Society for frromot- 
ing Christian Knowledge. By R. 
Mant, D.D. Chaplain to his 
Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 





bury, and Rector of St. Botolph’s 
Bishopsgate, and late Fellow of 
Oriel College. London: Riving- 
ton. 1815, 18mo. pp. 95. 

An Inquiry into the Effects of Bap- 
tism according to the Sense of 
Floly Scrifiture and the Church of 
England, in Answer to the Rev. 
Dr. Mani’s two Tracts on Rege- 
meration and Conversion, circu- 
lated with the last annual Packet 
of the Society for promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge. By Joun Scort, 
M. A. Vicar of North Ferriby, 
and Lecturer of the Holy Trinity 
Church, Hull. London: Bald- 
win. 1815. 8vo. pp. 270. price 5s. 

Bapfitism a Seal of the Christian 
Covenant ; or, Remarks on the 
Former of two Tracts, intended to 
convey correct Nottons of Regene- 
ration and Conversion, by Richard 
Mant, D.D. By T. T. BippuLpn, 
M.A. Minister of St. James’s, 
Bristol, and of Dunton, Somerset- 
shire, and Chaplain to the Dowa- 
ger Lady Bagot, and late of 
Queen’s College, Oxford. Lon- 
don: Hatchard. 1816, 8vo. pp. 
255. price 5s. 

WeE discharge a most important duty 

in giving our readers the earliest 

possible notice of the above-named 
publications. Seldom in tbe whole 
course of our public labours have 
we found a task weigh more heavily 
on our sense of responsibility than 
that which we are now about to 
undertake. Of the issue of the con- 
troversy involved in these tracts we 
can have no fears. On the impor- 
tant subjects of Regeneration and 

Conversion, a faithful appeal to the 

Scriptures, and to the Collective for- 

mularics of a truly scripiural church, 

cannot, we think, in the nature of 
things, lead but to one incontrover- 
tible result. Mr. Biddulph and Mr. 

Scoit have, to our minds, satisfucto- 

rily demonstrated that result: their 

success indeed we think more com- 
plete than could reasonably have been 
anticipated. Still, however, we must 
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Baptismal Regeneration. March, 


lament the necessity which has ex. | 





isted for this discussion. The voice | 
of controversy is to us always disso. ) 
nant and iil omened: and if ever jts 
sounds are attended with a peculiar 
aggravation, it is when dividing the , 
members of the same church, and ; 
when issuing from a quarter in which 
they had been hitherto accustomed 
to bury their differences of Opinion, ‘ 
and to act with united energy in one P 
common cause. The conduct ofthe HF * 
Board in Bartlett’s buildings, in ob. . 
truding this controversy on the pub. ¥ 
lic, will be the subject of notice q 
hereafter. The still more question. 
able authority of a provincial district hi 
committee in Shropshire, who, it w 
seems, first took upon themselves to " 
obtain the publication of these tracts ws 
of Dr. Mant, will be also investigated, 1" 
Nor will the highly respectable name “i 
of their amiable and well-meaning M 
author deter us from meeting the . 
opinions to which it has given cur. 
rency, with that strictness of scrutiny ‘ 
which they demand, whilst we de- so 
sire to use the greatest delicacy to. ~~ 
wards Dr. Mant personally. me 
Our object in the following article va 
will be, first, to give a succinct view mf 
of Dr. Mant’s two tracts, and in par- offi 
ticular that on Regeneration ; and, wi 
2dly, of the answers emanating from @ 
the pens of Mr. Scott and Mr, Bid: vean 
dulph; 3dly, to suggest, with all the \y 
impartiality in our power, such that 
thoughts and reflections as may ot. ors 
cur to ourselves upon the subject of we 
this controversy ; 4thly, to conclude eal 
with the observations at which we euat 
have hinted, respecting the mode of lid 
bringing it forward. perh 
With much injury, we think, to... 
the cause of clear discussion, Dr. tical] 
Mant gives to his first tract this My). 







running title ; Regeneration the 
Spiritual Grace of Baptism.” He 
writes this first tract, therefore, pre 
fessedly to prove a position which 
no churchman, we had almost said 
no Christian, could ever intend (0 
deny. Our own Catechism supplié 
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ys with a proof of this point to the 
yi] as Clear and authoritative as that 
of Dr. Mant. “ What is the inward 
and spiritual grace ! A death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteous- 
ness ; for being by nature born in sin 
and the children of wrath, we are 
hereby made the children of grace.” 
The sirength with which Dr. Mant 
asserts the same position, from the 
prayers of the Baptismal Service, 
works no deeper conviction In our 
minds than the simple and conclu- 
sive statement just recited. The 
question is not in dispute, 

The real point which Dr. Mant 
has undertaken to settle, and on 
which he has certainly laboured to 
arrive at a very important conclu- 
sion, lies far beyond the preliminary 
question, whether Regeneration be 
or be not the grace of Baptism. It 
branches out into two main inquiries: 
1, What is the meaning of the term 
Regeneration? 2. Does the grace, 
or the thing signified, always follow 
the application of the sign? On the 
former of these we shall endeavour 
hereafter to ascertain Dr. Mant’s 
views. With regard to the latter, 
the real object of his first tract may 
be fairly assumed to be to prove its 
affirmative : to prove, that is to say, 
that the inward grace of Regeneration 
always,in all cases, invariably accom- 
fiantes the external use of the sign. 

We by no means wish to suppose 
that Dr. Mant holds any incorrect 
notions with respect to the adminis- 
tration of this ordinance, although we 
consider him as having written un- 
suardedly on the subject ; nor would 
we desire to entangle him with cases, 
perhaps irrelevant to the present dis- 
cussion, where it might be ecciesias- 
tically fit to repeat the ceremony, 
whether from a want of authority in 
the minister or of correctness in the 
words, or from any other circum- 
stance which might be supposed to 


uate the ordinance, or to nullify its 
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effects. We will suppose that he 
assumes the Ceremony to be valid in 
the eye of the church; and we then 
believe ourselves perfectly correct 
in laying it down as the object of Dr. 
Mant’s first tract to prove the inva- 
riable union, in all cases, of the spi- 
ritual grace of Baptism, with its out- 
ward sign. 


“The doctrine,” he observes, “ being 
thus generally established, it rests wiih 
those who contend for any other Regenera- 
tion, to shew either the: exception to its 
taking place at Baptism; or that having 
then taken place, it—{ Regeneration ]— may 
afterwards be repeated.”. ,..‘* Let the au. 
thority then be adduced. Let it be shewn 
from Holy Writ that any person to whom 
Baptism was rightly administered, was not 
regenerated: let it be shewn that any per- 
son, having been once baptized, is des- 
cribed, under any circumstances whatever 
of repentance, reformation, renovation, or 
conversion, to have been again regene- 
rated,” &c. p. 40. 


‘“¢ Where is it intimated,” he adds, “ that 
the Corinthian was born again subsequent- 
ly to his fall? Where was Simon Magus 
admonished of the necessity of undergoing 
ANOTHER new birth ?* Or where is St. 
Paul described as regenerated, until Ana- 
nias baptized him and washed away his 
sins? Thathe was converted, and that his 
heart was renewed, is evident from the 
language which he uttered when he had 
fallen to the earth, and frem the obe- 
dience which he paid to the voice from 
heaven, That he was not regenerated 
until a later period is equally evident ; for 
when Ananias called on him to be baptized, 
he was still under the pollution of his sins. 





* We cannot conceive how Dr. Mant 
should have so far committed himself as to 
suppose that Simon Magus had undergone 
the new birth, except he has been misled 
by an imperfect conception of the argument 
of St. Austin, quoted by Wall, vol. i. p. 183, 
ed. 1720, who speaks of that father as 
** shewing by the example of Simon Ma- 
gus that baptism, received with a wicked 
heart and purpose, is yet valid: and that 
such a man is to repent, but not to be re- 
baptized.” It was this which probably led 
Dr. Mant to express himself as if eo bap- 
tism were valid, that Coes not produce a: 
the time the inward and spiritual grace 
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I am aware indeed that we shall be told, 
that during the intermediate time he was 
experiencing the pangs and agonies of the 
new birth. The assertion may be permit- 
ted to pass; for a gratuitous assumption 
needs not to be seriously confuted.” Mant, 


p- 34. 


Some expressions of Dr. Mant 
lead us to conclude that he imagines 
not only that the grace of baptism 
does invariably accompany the use of 
the sign, but also that it must do so 
in order to constitute the validity of 
its administration. His impression 
seems to be, that if in any case Re- 
generation might be supposed not to 
accompany the act of Baptism, that 
act itself becomes so far nulland void 
as that it would be necessary to re- 
peat it, just as much as if some defect 
in the form had occurred to vitiate 
the proceeding. Hence it would fol- 
low,,that though itis correct to assert 
with regard to the other sacrament 
that only “the faithful in the Lord’s 
Supper verily and indeed receive” 
the spiritual yrace ; yet to assert that 
only the faithful, or on/y any particu- 
Jar individuals, be they ever so large 
a class, receive the spiritual grace of 
Baptism, would be, in the strong and 
somewhat redundant words of Dr. 
Mant, * to deny its sacramental cha- 
pacter; to strip it of that which 
makes It most valuable ; and to re- 
duce it toamerce ‘ beggarly element,’ 
a form without substance, a body 
without a spirit, a sign without sig- 
nification...a piece of solemn pagean- 
try .an empty shell, whose kernel is 
taken out; a carcase, whose soul Is 
gone; in short, empty and bare 
signs,” &c. p. S6. 

Now this view of Regeneration, as 
constituting an invariable accompa- 
niment of the act of Baptism, a view 
that Dr. Mant endeavours. with much 
boasted success, to establish from the 
Scriptures, the early fathers, and the 
language of our own Church, leads 
to the other important question, 
What does he mean by Regenera- 
tion? Does he mean a mere change 


(Marca, | 
of relation between God and the bap. 
tized person, by his becoming q t 
member of the visible church op le 
household of God; or does he mean \ 
a change of character in the individ. 0 
ual himself ? Does he mean a change si 
of disposition only on the part of Gog ac 
towards the individual, or a change i ‘i 


of disposition also on the part of the tel 
individual towards God ? Does he, jn 9 
short, consider the favours conferred led 
to consist in Divine promises sealed an) 
for conditional fulfilment ; or in pro. 9 h¢ 
mises actually and necessarily fulfil. i !h« 
led at the time, by some internal ef. Th 
fect on the soul of the baptized? We HH — 
believe, that if Dr. Mant only means for 
the former of these in each case; if 9 1 
he means only a change of relation, besi 
a change in the Divine Mind towards 9“?! 
the person baptized, a pledge of spi. 2” 
ritual promises to be fulfilled condi. i ¥'5¢ 
tionally * in their season ;” we be. My lel 
lieve few will be found who would Wil 
think it necessary seriously to dis. iy ! 
pute his positions. A strong doubt y's" 


might remain as toa change in the gy #0 
Divine Mind towards ad/ who partook #°"™ 
of this sacrament; towards, for ex. 9's ‘ 
ample, an hypocritical recipient of Hi” B. 
it (except indeed a change to more Mm’ ” 
wrath ;) yet we believe that this, and fm Cl! 
other minor doubts, would be easily M's 
adjusted: ner can we imagine that myuour 

unto 


by such an understanding the rite 
would be reduced, as Mr. Mant gg'3hte 


seems to suppose, to a “ mere beg: him a 
garly element.” sense 
The position of Dr. Mant,sanctioned HP" Ou! 
as he believes by many authorities,and R"°« 
so completely proved “that it would fm" the 
be an insult to the understandings of fm! # 
his readers” to suppose it doubtful,we fmn"'S*! 
apprehend not to be of this moderate bute 
and reasonable kind. We understand mm! UC!* 
him to hold the grant of Regeneration kd 
in Baptism to be universal, and to ages 
wg 


constitute in the baptized person a 
entire change of disposition and cha 
racter ; not only a change of state, 
but of soul, in consequence of 
grace actually, and at that moment, 
conferred upon him. Quoting from 
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the exquisite pages of the pious and 
learned =Bishop Taylor a passage 
which seems to describe rather what 
ought to be, than what is, the dispo- 
sition of baptized persons, Dr. Mant 
adduces it to prove their actual con- 
dition, or at least the nature and ex- 
rent of the grace once received by 
them at Baptism.—*“ Faith is our 
learning, religion our employment ; 
and our Whole life is spiritual; and 
f heaven the object of our hopes, and 
the mighty price ofour high calling.” 
This we suppose is meant for adults ; 
—and for infants, “from this time 
forward we have anew principle put 
if into. Us, the Spirit of Grace, which, 
besides Our soul and body, is a prin- 


| FF ee, Le eee 


._ —_~_ E 
e 















. ciple of action,” &c.p.9. The same 
je Me clange Of nature, Dr Mant has like- 
ji. Meise, though we think imperfectly, 
ee Mewtempted to prove, from Bishop 
id Me Vilson, to belong to the Regenera- 
™ ion he invariably unites with Bap. 
bt Asm. And by the assiduous appli- 
he qin of every passage in our Church- 
ok Mg ormularies which seems to connect 
sy. Mls Change with the act and period 
of Mg Baptism, he has evidently shewn 
m his intention to he, to maintain the 
snd pagvocttine which we shave ascribed to 
ily him, as that of Scripture and of the 
hat @gcourch of England. Thus; “A death 
rite Mentos Sin, and a new birth unto 
as ‘ighteousness,”? are considered by 
eg: lim as essential to Baptism in that 

sense Which would make the change 
ned mount at least to somewhat of an 
and nocence of nature then imprinted 
suid Mae" the soul. The “confirmation of 
mer ath and increase of grace” are also 
we Meiscriminately, and in all cases, at- 
alt ibuted, on the authority of the 27th 
tand Ee cle, to this same act. In short, 
tion MET shiritual advantage ever aflix- 
4 to ito Baptism, or signified by it in eny 
no anf’ is made to accompany it in ad 
cha f/o’S } So that we are surprised not 
state, 0 find asserted by Dr. Mant, what is 
e of ted with the same kind of posi- 


Weness by our Service as the other 
lessings of this rite, that “ God, as 
‘hath promised, will give unto the 
Christ. Obsery. No. 171, 


ment; 
from 
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child the blessing of eternal life, and 
make it,” (yes ! assuredly wi// make 
it, «words cannot be plainer,’) “ par- 
taker of his everlasting kingdom.”— 
Certainly, we apprehend that a condi- 
tion inserted here would as much 
vitiate Dr. Mant’s Baptism, as a con- 
dition annexed to that Regeneration 
which he tells us always accompanies 
the right performance of the cere- 
mony. His idea respecting this 
change of nature, as necessarily ef- 
fected in baptism, is made still more 
clear when he coimes to adduce 
scriptural proof. Here he finds no 
difficulty in associating invariably 
the outward washing of water with 
the inward sanctifAcation of the Spirit. 
We shall produce only one quotation, 
with the extraordinary use made of it 
by Dr. Mant, begging our readers to 
keep in mind that he is illustrating 
his own notion of the invariable and 
never-fuiling grant of the spiritual 
grace of Baptism; wherever, in point 
of ceremonial circumstance, that of- 
fice is rightly performed. , 


** Christ loved the Church, and gave him- 
self for it, that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word; that he might present it to himself 
a glorious Church, not having spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish. Sanc- 
tification and purity, unspotted and uxblemish- 
ed holiness, are here attributed to the 
Church of Christ, as the effect of the 
washing of water. But what water could 
produce such an effect without the opera- 
tion of the Spirit? And what rite is per- 
formed by their joint operation, but the 
sacrament of baptism? And by what ap- 
propriate scriptural term is the effect of 
their united influence to be denominated, 
but by that of regeneration ?”” Mant, p. 33. 


The same view of Baptism is, with 
various success, supported by quota- 
tions from a few elder English di- 
vines, as Latimer, Ridley, Hooker, 
Mede, Beveridge; and a passage 
from Waterland is adduced to shew 
that the Greek and Latin fathers 
appropriated the term Regeneration, 
either to baptism itself, cr to ‘fa 

Z., 
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change of man’s spiritual state 
wrought by the Spirit in and through 
baptism.’ In almost all these quo- 
tations itis observable, how slender 
the proof is that a real change of na- 
ture is supposed invariably to take 
place at baptism. And even the in- 
definite expression used by Bishop 
Taylor of the “original of piety,” 
put into the baptized person, does 
not amount to an asseruion that the 
natural disposition of the soul be- 
comes from that time mecessartly 
changed to ‘purity, unspotted and 
unblemished holiness.” 

That this, however, is the full 
opinion of Dr. Mant appears not only 
from the whole tenor of the present 
tract, but also from that which follows 
it, With the running ttle, “ A sfecial 
and instantaneous Conversion not ne- 
cessary for Christians.”* We need 
but shortly allude to this tract to put 
our readers in full possession of its 
principle, and ef the confirmation it 
affords to our view of the former 
tract, of which it is indeed but a ne- 
cessary appendage and corollary. 

The definitiont of conversion given 
by Dr. Mant is as follows :— 


* We have already adverted to the fal- 
Jacy lurking in the running title of Dr, 
Mant’s first tract. Thot of the second is 
still more objectionable: it would imply 
that his opponents held that special and in- 
stantaneous Conversion was necessary to 
Christians If by special be meant a con- 
version the effects of which are visible in 
the life and conversation of the individual, 
in that sense indeed they hold a special 
conversion to be necessary. As to instan- 
taneous conversion we know no more strenu- 
ous advocate for it than Dr Mant himself, 
and he holds it in the most enthusiastic 
way. With him the mere administration 
of a rite, without the volition of the party, 
and even without his knowledge, produces 
instantaneously a complete conversion—a 
change of the whole man from carnal to 
spiritual, 


t It is singular, however, that from this 
definition, otherwise excellent, Dr. Mant 
has excluded one of the most important 
and fundamental of all properties, faith in 
the Saviour, and reliance on him for the 
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* Conversion, according to our notions 
may not improperly be said to consist of a 
rational conviction of sin, and sense of its 
wretchedness and danger; of a Sincere 
penitence and sorrow of heart, at havin 
incuryed the displeasure of a holy God. 
of steadfast purposes of amendment, with 
the blessing of the Divine grace; of , | 
regular and diligent employment of allthe # ! 
appointed means of grace; and of a real t 
change of heart and life, of affections and b 
conduct, and a resolute perseverance in C 
well-doing.”” Mant, p. 57. 






















t 

Now we are sure we desire to re. Me” 
present Dr. Mant with the utmost ‘ 
fairness on all occasions: but we . 
really understand bim to proceed, in P 
the next paragraph but two, to point r 
out who are the persons that stand in a 
need of this conversion: and he r 
names various classes of old, both * 
of Jews and Gentiles (“ a/most every A 
soul of man that ¢hen breathed,”) “ 

as requiring this Conversion, together 
with all now, who are under similar a 
prepossessions. “ Every unbeliever ” 
and every sinner, although made by 
baptism a member of Christ and aim, 
child of God, must be, in a certain De 
sense, converted, if he would ulti- si 
mately succeed to his inheritance ini j.. 
the kingdom of heaven.” But tom... 
fancy that every Christian whatever 
must experience a conversion ing... 
order to be in a state of salvation,’ ™ 
‘to assert that ‘every person must i, 
be converted or damned,’ ” * this bi), 
a conceit which revelation warrants MMyy,, 
not, and which reason and expeH. 
rience disclaim.” pent 
“© Some humble Christians also undoubt- of th 
edly there are, who, having been once reget ott 
erated by water and the Holy Spirit, have sommmrcin. 
followed his heavenly motions,and improved MMBhowwe 
his sanctifying graces; have so pursued them re 
calm and blameless tenor of their Way ous 
have preserved that childlike simplicity 0 Into 
character, and that childlike innocenegy’:° | 
of conduct, that their angels may ng™powve; 
~ — esqu 

pard«n of sin. This does not our evangtl' MM fi] 


cal Church: see answer tu the last ques 
tion in the Catechism. But this is not th 
first occasion on which we have noticed the 
want of place for a true justifying faith! 
Dr. Mant’s system. 
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plush to behold the face of their heavenly 
father.” Mant, p. 61. 


its This passage, to which we might 


add others if necessary, convinces 
d ys, and we doubt not will convince 


ith our readers, that the doctrine of these 
fa MB wwo tracts is perfectly consistent : 
he ‘hat they both do in effect assign to 
a baptism what in ald cases might be 


in considered as a first conversion : that 
they Suppose a baptized person can 
only * ina certain sense” be required 


res io be converted in after-life : and 
Ost ME hat such & Change of nature takes 
We @ place according to Dr. Mant in bap- 
IN BM tism, as really to render the sudse. 
Nt BE guent use of the term * conversion” 
a in in its fudd sense altogether improper, 
he MM jnasmuch as the change denoted by 
0th MM it is only a return to a former charac- 
‘ery MB ter before impressed in the soul, and 
'/ MB therefore rather to be denominated 
ther MM. re-conversion, a revival, or, in its 
ula? HM erroneous sense as will be shewn 
evel MR hereafter, a renewal, 
e by After this clear statement, as we 
nd a hope, of the doctrines contained in 
rtall BE Dr, Mant’s two tracts, we shall not 
ulti- advert to the too common but not less 
€ INE discreditable practice pursued at the 
oh close of the first and almost through 





the whole of the second, of vilifying 
the opponents of his views by identi- 
lying thezr sentiments with the most 
extravagant expressions to be picked 
oulof the writings of Whitfield and 
Wesley. We have so ofien com- 
mented on the unfairness and disin- 
genuousness, not to say dishonesty, 
ofthis proceeding, that we shall now 





n in 
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must 
his is 
‘rants 
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bt- 
oor ontent ourselves with this passing 
avesommercatk upon it. We must stop, 
prove however, for a few moments, in order 
“ oremind Dr. Mant of the tremen- 







wus risk he incurs by introducing 
io religious discussions the unhal- 
owed weapons of ridicule and bur- 
esque, With such weapons the 


icity 0 
yocence 
vay not 
—-— 












wang videl might be, and too often has 
Gime’ just as successful in attacking 
cede © doctrines of the Trinity and the 


tonement, as Dr. Mant those of 
eqns regeneration and conversion. 
he mischievous use which has been 


faith 






Review of Pamphlets on Bafitismal Regencration. 


167 


made of the éurlesqgue in religion 
during the last century, we should 
have thought, might have put any 
reasonable man, and especially a min- 
ister of the sanctuary, on his guard 
againsta repetition of the practice ; 
a practice not tolerable even in the 
wiity but profane pages of Lavingtou 
and Warburton, and never thorough- 
ly in place.but in the mouth of the 
low, debauched, and profligate con- 
temners of ihe word of God, Besides, 
it has not now the mefit even of ori- 
ginality: both the men who intro- 
duced it and their manners are long 
gon: by ; and we are truly concerned 
to see Dr. Mant, of whom we liad 
hoped: better things, lend himsclf to 
the attempt to revive such unbecom- 
ing and unchristian arts, We are 
persuaded, however, that on reflec- 
tion he will see them in the same 
light that we do. Asa lover of truth, 
he should have looked over the sober 
statements of his own brethren, and 
that from the earliest period of the 
Reformation down to the present day, 
for the frofer objects of his contro- 
versial attacks. To mistake phan. 
toms for giants is never the proof of 
a very sound understanding. But 
when there were real giants in the 
way who happen to have been passed 
by unattacked, while credit is taken 
fur destroying them, a suspicion is 
unavoidably excited of something un- 
sound in purpose and motive. But 
we forbear! Most earnestly do we 
pray that Dr. Mant may ever find in 
his opponents in this controversy, that 
“charity that suffereth long and is 
kind, is not easily provoked, and re- 
joiceth—only—in the truth.” And if 
on any ene ground more than another 
we expect a termination to the pre- 
sent controversy, according to our 
warmest wishes, it is on account of 
that admirable temper, and truly 
Christian spirit of moderation, with 
which Dr. Mant’s severest allega- 
tions against his brethren have been 
met by his able and respectable op- 
ponents Mr. Biddulph and Mr. Scott, 
to whom we now turn, We would 
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enter on this second part of our Re- 
view with the same invitation and the 
same prayer which, with Christian 
meckness and fervour, Mr, Biddulph 
prefixes to his discussion of this 
solemn subject. 


‘‘Let us then seriously, and in a spirit 
of dependence on Divine teaching, look into 
the oracles of God, remembering that 
‘ Holy Scripture containeth all things ne- 
cessary to salvation: so that whatsoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man 
that it should be believed as an article of 
the faith, or be thought requisite or neces- 
sary to salvation” And may ‘God,’ who 
did of old ‘ teach the hearts of his faithful 
people, by sending to them the light of his 
Holy Spirit, grant us, by the same, Spirit, 
to have a right judgment in all things, 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy com- 
fort, through the merits of Christ Jesus our 
Saviour. Amen.’ ” Biddulph, p. 12. 


In our notice of these orthodox 
and able defenders of the principles 
of our Establishment we shall blend, 
as far as we are able, their several 
arguments together, only observing, 
that as Mr. Scott is more full, expli- 
cit, and conclusive in his reasonings, 
so Mr. Biddulph is more decisive in 
his authoritics. Both virtually take 
the same line of argument, and that 
without the slightest degree of con- 
cert. Both understand Dr. Mant as 
we have done: indeed, it seems Im- 
possible to misunderstand his real 
meaning. And the plan of both may 
be stated, in Mr. Biddulph’s words, 
to be to object to the doctrine of Dr. 
Mant, Ist, Because they conceive 
‘that it is not tke doctrine of the 
Bible; 2d, Because they conceive it 
is not the doctrine of the Church of 
England ; 3d, Because it has a very 
dangerous tendency. 

It is much, in our opinion, against 
Dr. Mant and for his opponents, in 
elucidating the doctrines of a scrip- 
tural church, that while the latter, as 
seems the natural order, take first 
the argument from Scripture, and 
afterwards shew that the language of 
the church harmonizes with it, the 
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former finds bimself obliged to begin I 
with the views of the church, and t 
afterwards to reconcile with these the , 
words of Scripture, The reference f 
made to Scripture by Dr. Maiit’s two m 
opponents is of the most decisive u 
kind, and proves most clearly that : 
whatever might be the opinion of . 
any class of doctrinists in the world, V 
it never was the intention of Scrip, by 
ture to attach the supernatural, re. at 
generating, and sanctilying grace, ay " 
supposed by Dr. Mant, invariably to ns 
the moment of baptism. Indeed we tis 
think it altogether conclusive a@ fri. mi 
ort on this point, that in order wo no 
make out his case from Scripture, 
Dr. Mant ts not only obliged to in. % 
vert the proper order of appeal, but, tio 
what is still worse, toomit or garble, HH fro 
in the most material instances, the rey 
very words of Scripture before they Mm °° 
can be made to suit his purpose, * 
For example, as Mr. Scott has ob. B® rea 


served at p. 40. of his work, Dr, 
Mant, in quoting Mark xvi. 15, 16, 


** He that believeth and is bapuzed are 
shall be saved” [i, ec. brought intoa ll str 
state of salvation, as Dr. Mant un- fi sin 
derstands it} ** but he that believeth MM tis: 
not shail be damned,’ has entirely MM by 
omitted the latter clause, whichii are. 
scems at least toembrace the contra ll why 


distinctive case of baptism without 
faith: and on this fragment of a 
verse he founds his clear under 
















standing, “ that the communicationsi wh« 
of the Holy Spirit and spiritual rege: I 
neration were to attend on baptismgmy 27, 
which” he adds, ** is here expressly “sa 
represented as the means of salva ted 
tion.” pp. 29, 30. the 
Mr. Scott has placed the unfairness The 
of this argument in soclear a point of to + 
view, that we feel we cannot do bet wor, 
ter than transcribe the passage. over 
as h 
‘ Qur Saviour has said, ‘¢ he that &@ mer 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved A 
but he that believeth not shall Gy, Pp 
damned.’ By a remarkable, and ¢" 
dently a designed, omission in the secon whe 
member, he not only avoids making Save 
baptism essential to salvation, but she“ Scot 


Ordir 
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his intention in this, as in all other places, 
to lay the main stress upon believing. Bap- 
(ism, as an appointed means of grace, and 
the prescribed method of professing our 
faith, must not be omitted: it is ‘of great 
necessity Where it may be had” But faith, 
true and lively faith, is the weighty and 
essential qualification, which whoso hath 
shall be saved, and whose hath not shall be 
damned. Now how marvellous is it to see 
Mr. Mant, under these circumstances, and 
by means of this very text, turning all our 
attention to baptism! He totally drops the 
latter clause, which is distinguished by the 
studied omission of baptism : and in the for- 
mer clause,—‘ he that believetb and is bap- 
tized shall be saved’—he finds nothing to re- 
mark but being baptized! He takes no more 
notice of the ‘faith,’ without which (in sub- 
iects capable of faith,) baptism itself, as ap- 
pears from this passage, shall avail nothing 
to salvation, than if it had never been men- 
tioned ! His deduction, his only deduction 
from the text ts, ‘ baptism is here expressly 
represented as the means of salvation!’ On 
so sandy ground, rather we may say on no 
ground at all, rests one of the fundamental 
propositions of this paragraph, and all the 
reasoning built upon it!” Scott, pp. 40, 41. 


From Coloss. ii. 12, 13, Dr. Mant 
argues ; ** What can be plainer or 
stronger to the point? Deud in their 
sins and buried in baptism, by bap- 
lism they were raised and quickened 
by God.” Now the Apostle’s words 
are, “ buried with him in baptism 
wherein also ye are risen with him 
through the faith of the ofieration of 
God’ Here “ Dr. Mant quite over- 
looks, as he had before done, the 
whole subject of faith.” Scott, p. 47. 

In his comment on Ephes. v. 25— 
27, Dr. Mant (p. 33.) attributes 
“sanctification and purity, unspot-. 
ted and unblemished holiness,” as 
the effect of “ the washing of water.” 
The Apostle, however, attributes it 
lo “the washing of water by the 
word.’ Dr. Mant entirely passes 
over the terms “ by the word,” just 
ashe had done faith in the two for- 
mer lnstances. 

Again: Dr. Mant entirely omits 
| Pet. ili. 21. “The like figure 
Whereunto baptism doth also now 
save us,’?’——a passage which, Mr. 
Scott properly remarks, it is extra- 
ordinary should not stand in the very 
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body of his argument; and which, 
indeed, is one of the most uncon- 
trollable passages in support of Bap- 
lism, properly understood, to. be 
found in the whole of Scripture. 
But as Dr. Mant understands Bap- 
tism, the passage was not produci- 
ble ; because the express condition 
of efficacious baptism is inseparably 
attached to the text. * Not the pul- 
ling away the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience to- 
wards God.” The Bishop of Lin- 
coln, in quoting | Pet. ill, 21. with 
a bolder hand, suppresses only this 
significant parenthesis:* Dr. Mant, 
with more prudence, omits the whole 
passage. 

In tracing the argument from 
Scripture further, we shail confine 
ourselves to the mention of one pas- 
sage, the only passage where “ rege- 
neration” occurs as applicable to 
baptism in the whole Bible, viz. Tit. 
lil. 4—7. ** He saved us by the wash- 
ing of regeneration and the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost.”? An attempt 
has been made of late years to sepa- 
rate these two expressions of the 
Apostle, not only in point of mean- 
ing, but in point of time ; and to de- 
scribe baptism as the first “ washing 
of regeneration” through the grace 
of the Holy Ghost, and all subsequent 
accessions of grace as * rencwals” 
only by the same Spirit. We do not 
happen to recollect any writer before 
Waterland who has so understood 
the passage. But we do not hesitate 
to say that such a distinction is un- 
founded ; and we entirely approve 
of the following observations upon it 
by Mr. Scott. 


‘*The two things are connected toge- 
ther in the text, as closely as ‘ born of wa- 
ter and of the Spirit’ are in John iii. 5. and 
it would seem that there is no authority 
for thus separating them. If the former 
refer to baptism as ‘ the outward sign,’ the 





* The bishop quotes the text thus : 
‘* baptism doth now save us by the resur.- 
rection of Jesus Christ.” 








170 Review of Pamphlets on Baptismal Regeneration. 


latter, I should conceive, expresses ‘ the 
inward and spiritual grace. The pro- 
foundly accurate Bishop Pearson seems to 
have had no idea of any such distinction of 
the clauses. ‘ The second part of the office 
of the Holy Ghost in the sanctification of 
man,’ he suys, ‘is the regeneration and re- 
novation of him. And then, having quoted 
this text, he presently adds: ‘If we live in 
the Spirit, quickened by his renovation, we 
must also walk in the Spirit. He appiies 
the term renovation, taken from this very 
text, to the first ‘ quickening,’ or regenera- 
tionof men. So likewise Bishop Bradford, 
in his discourse from this text, which till 
lately was circulated by the Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledge: The in- 
quiry, he says, ‘will lead us to the true 
notion of regeneration, both when it is ap- 
plied to baptism, (as it frequently is,) and 
when it particularly denotes the renewing 
of the mind by the Divine Spirit.” Scott, 
pp. 45, 46. 


The able Macknight, recommend- 
ed by the Bishop of Lincoln, in his 
Slements of Theology, to young stu- 
dents in divinity, speaks in this place 
of baptism as called the bath of re- 
generation, “ not because any change 
in the nature of the baptized person 
is produced by baptism, but because 
it is an emblem of the purification of 
his soul from sin.’ “ The real 
change,” he observes, “In the nature 
of a believer, which entitles him to 
be called a son of God, is not effect. 
ed by baptism, but by ¢4e renewing 
of the Huly Ghost mentioned in the 
next clause. Hence our Lord, whom 
the Apostle hath followed here, join- 
ed the two together, in his discourse 
to Nicodemus, John ili, 5.” 

St. Chrysostom, whom we may 
consider as speaking the sense of 
the ancients, in beautifully descant- 
ing on this passage, and figuratively 
describing the Christian change as 
the entire demolition of the fabric of 
corrupt nature and the erection of a 
new one, adds; “God hath not only 
as it were re-furnished us, but has 
re-formed us, from above, for this is 
the meaning of the expression, ‘and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost.’ 
He has made us new from above: 
how? By the Holy Spirit, &c.”” In- 
deed, the whole confusion amongst 









{ March, 


the moderns respecting this Passage 
seems to us to arise from a Mistaken, 
und we must add, an unecrifturg! 
conception of the word * renewal,” 
which may, it is true, as in English, 
sometimes mean the restoration of a 
thing, as a colour or a quality for. 
meriy existing ; but which in apos- 
tolical use would lead us rather to 
the idea of something formed or cre. 
ated anew. We believe that almost 
every instance in the New Tesia. 
ment where this expression occurs 
will justify our present view of it, 
And it is remarkable that one occa 
sion in which the term “ renew” js 
applied to.a restoration to former 
privileges, and to a former character, 
is not only one on which such a re. 
newal is declared to be impossible, 
but also, by a kind of anomaly, the 
word “again” is singularly added to 
“renew,” as if to mark clearly that 
the latter term is even then used in 
its proper sense of the first new-cre- 
ation of the man. The scriptural 
reader will know that we allude to 
IIeb. vi. 6. 

The only real exception we re- 
member, occurs in 2 Cor. iv. 16, 
“ Though our outward man perish, 
yet our inward man is renewed day 
by day;”” where it is to be observed, 
however, that the Apostle is not 
speaking of the renewal of decayed 
impressions, but treats quite of a 
different subject. Besidés, the ex- 
pression is evidently an hyperbole, 
which figure he had been using just 
before, and answers to the hyperbole 
* perish :” whence the verse might 
as well be rendered, ‘** though the 
outward man die, yet the inward man 
is regenerated day by day.”? 

This true meaning of the word 
** renew” in Scripture opens a field 
of observation which we are surpris- 
ed should have escaped the acute 
penetration of our two champions. 
It enables us, in the most satisfac: 
tory manner, to answer the chal- 
lenge of Dr. Mant, which invites 
us to point out a single passage 
in the whole New Testament where 
baptized Christians are exhortet 
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to be regenerated, or are reminded 
of the necessity of being born again. 
We can now refer him to that most 
remarkable passage in Eph. iv. 22— 
24. “ That ye put off concerning 
the former conversation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the 
deceittul lusts; and be renewed in 
the spiritof your mind ; and that ye 
put on the new man which after God 
is created in righteousness and true 
holiness.”’* In this passage indeed 
the whole regenerating change is 
most accurately described, and con- 
sequently the prepriety of general 
exhortations even to baptized Chris- 
tians to obtain that change fully justi- 
fied. Compare also Rom. xil. 2. 
« Be ye transiormed in the renewing 
of your mind ;” and Col. iil. 10. 

But to return to the argument de- 
duced from Scripture by our two 
authors—-After a full and fair pro- 
duction of every passage in the whole 
New Testament bearing on the sub- 
ject of baptism, regeneration, adop- 
tion as the sons of God, the new or 
divine birth, &c. &c. we think they 
have Clearly demonstrated that the 
two latter important changes, pro- 
perly considered by Dr. Mant as a 
change of nature, were not intended 
tobe made contemporaneous with 
Daplisin, but that in the great ma- 
jority of instances they bad evident- 
ly preceded it; and are always des- 
cribed rather as necessary to give 
effect to baptism, than as owing their 
existence to Upat rite. Indeed, the 
reasoning of Dr. Mantis so fugitive, 
that,as Mr. Scott properly observes, 
we know not whether #e means that 
Regeneration is Baptism, or is caused 


* These verses are to be considered as 
connected with the preceding 17th; (the 
rest intervening in a parenthesis) * This I 
say therefore, and testify in the Lord, thae 
ye walk not, &e ; that ye put off, &c.” 
The father alluded to before, St.Chrysostom, 
reads the imperative moved ; and on the 
word ‘put on” pointedly adds, * how put 
on that which had been put on before ? 
Why, in the life and the actions.” 
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by it, or only necessarily accom- 
panies it: and were it not for the 
unqualified mannerin which he has, 
more than once, stated that Baptism 
always confers a new na/ure, some 
other expressions he has used nught 
open an escape from the dilemtia to 
which he is reduced by the appeal of 


his opponents to the authority of 
Scripture. 


“Dr. Mant asserts, most justly,” says 
Mr. Biddulph, amidst a multitude of simi- 
larly able inductions, * ‘that the appella- 
tives of dorn of God, and the sons of God, are 
convertible terms.’ Now, St. Paul says, 
addressing himself to the Galatians, * Ye 
are allthe Children of God, by faith in Christ 
Fesus.” chap. iii, 26. But taith, as appears 
by the case of the three thousand converts, 
and by that of St. Paul, may exist previouse 
ly to baptism, and independently of it. 
Therefore, men may become the children 
of God before they are baptized, really, 
though not manifestly ; for, ‘ baptism is the 
door of our actual entrance into God’s house 
(or church}; the first apparent beginning 
of life; a seal, perhaps, to the grace of 
election, before received.’ * Biddulph, pp. 
17, 18. 


It is to be observed, that one in- 
stance of the new nature separate 
from its sign, is as conclusive against 
Dr. Mant as a thousand ; and renders 
the strongest expressions on the 
other side inapplicable to Ais posi- 
tion. What then is the explanation 
of such passages as “ buried by bap- 
tism into death,’ “ baptism doth now 
save us,” &c. ? 

The following quotation from Mr. 
Biddulph, in shewing his view of 
Baptism itself, will give alsohis view 
of such passages of Scripture. 


‘* What then is the scriptural connexion 
between baptism and salvation ? | conceive 
baptism to be chiefly a syméol and evidence. 

“It is symbolical. ‘ The mystical water,’ 
on the part of God, who appointed its use, 
is ‘an outward and visible sign of an in- 
ward and spiritual grace ;’ and on the part 
of man, the participation of it is a significa- 
tive promise, which may or may not be 
sincere. Like the ark of Noah (to refer 
again to St. Peter’sillustration, ) itis a figure, 
the outward washing being a representation 









172 Review of Pamphlets on Bafitismal Regeneration. 


of inward cleansing, the effect of which in- 
ward renewal is the stipulation of a good con- 
science towards God, ‘The salvation of Noah 
and his family in the material ark, the 
figure to which the Apostle compares bap- 
tism, might or might not be, accerding to 
the sviritual state of those who were there- 
in figuratively saved, accompanied and fol- 
lowed by spiritual and everlasting salvation. 
The case is the same with respect to per- 
sons baptized. * The water is sanctified or 
set apart’ to the mystical washing ‘ away of 
sin’ ts effect is symbolical or ‘ mystical.* 
1 cannot conceive of any other virtue given 
to the water in baptism (or to the bread 
and wine in the other sacrament) than that 
of a symbol, nor of any other necessary effect 
following its application than that which is 
also symbolical. It represents to the eye 
the way of salvatien, while it also affords 
evidence to the penitent believer of his in- 
terest inthat salvation. ‘To administer a 
sacrament is, by the outward word and ele- 
men , to preach tothe receiver the inward 
and spiritual grace of God” And preaching 
mayor may not be effectual! to those to 
whom it is addressed. 


‘* Baptism is designed also to be an evwi- 
dence. Un the part of God, it 1s an evidence 
to assure us »f his favour, if we possess the 
necessary prerequisites to baptism, ‘ repent- 
ance whereby we forsake sin, and faith 
whereby we steadfastly believe the pro- 
mises of God made to us in that sacrament.’ 
It is ‘aseal,’ as our Catechism terms it, 
appended to the charter of life. But it 1s, 
as every thing external in the dealings of 
God with man must be, conditional, This 
is implied in the texts just quoted, and par- 
ticularly in that from the First Epistle of St. 
Peter, where the Apostle, to prevent any 
mistake, expressly says, that the washing 
with water, without the stipulation of a 
good conscience towards God, that is, in 
the words of our Catechism, without faith 
and repentance, avails nothing, To believe 
in the non-conditionaliiy of the baptismal 
covenant onthe part of Gad, is to carry the 
doctrine of grace far beyond its usual 
bounds of demarcation. 


‘* What was the cbject of our Lord’s own 
submission to this ordinance? Not to ob- 
tain regenerating grace: he needed it not; 
but to afford evidence of his Messiahship 
by the visible descent of the Holy Spirit 
and the voice from Heaven. He before 
possessed that Spirit ; he was before God’s 
beloved Son ; but his baptism was for the 
purpose of manifestation, as ours also is. 
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“It is an evidence also on the part of the 
sinner who receives it, as it is a pledge 
given by him to his profession of faith ang 
repentance, and to his solemn promises ang 
vows of self-dedication to the service of 
God. But if this pledge be insincerely 
given,if no verification of it appear, who 
will say that any other effect has followeg 


from the solemn engagement than an jp. - 


crease of guilt and condemnation ?” Big. 
dulph, pp. 27—3S0. 


Mr. Scott ably comments on the 
passage in Rom. vi. 4. 11. on the 
ground of its referring to the frofes. 
sion of Christianity, and makes the 
expression of the Apostle, “ reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin,’’? plainly admonitory ; a 
view which he confirms most aptly 
from our own church, who rather 
admonishes us that “we who are 
baptized shou/d die from sin,” than 
assumes “that we are dead to it.” 

The negative argument of Dr, 
Mant, by which he defies his Oppo- 
nent to adduce an instance where 
the new birth is not conveyed by 
baptism, both Mr. Biddulph and Mr. 
Scott consider as inconclusive in the 
extreme, and of a very suspicious 
nature. Mr. Scott properly notices 
the use that Aas been made of such 
arguments to invalidate the truth of 
Scripture-history altogether, and 
thinks it strange to make “silence 
equivalent to denial.’* He then 
ably argues the case of Simon Ma 
gus, and controverts the position that 
a change of nature had taken place 
at his baptism; a position which, 
curiously enough, he remembers to 
have seen maintained by a pseudo 
Calvinist, fc « the purpose of prov- 
ing that none but a regenerate person 
could be exhorted to repentance 
and prayer! We welcome Dr. Mant 
to a companion, whose “ touch” we 
believe he would in any other cause 


* The main argument of the Baptists is, 
that in Scripture there is no express men 
tion of infant baptism. 
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consider as little less than * pollu- 
jon!’ Mr. Biddulph meets, how- 
ever, the negative argument still 
more boldly, and quotes the Apostle 
St, John, describing certain false 
converts in his own churches: “They 
went out from us, but they were not 
of us; for if they Aad been of us, 
they would no doubt have continued 
with us, &c.’? Another important 
inference he thinks deducible from 
the expression in Gal, iv. 19, 20: 
«My litte children, of whom I tra- 
yall in birth again till Christ be form- 
edin you, I stand in doubt of you.” 
Leaving the attempt of Dr. Water- 
land on this passage to the judgment 
of his readers, he asks, * Would the 
Apostle have said *] travail in birth 
again, &c.” had these Galatians, of 
whom he was afraid that he had 
bestowed on them *Jabour in vain,’ 
been regenerated at their baptism ?” 
We pass over some other reason- 
ings from Scripture of the same na- 
ture, and must also content ourselves 
with barely ailuding to another ciass 
of collateral scriptural authorities 
brought forward by both our authors 
inreference to circumcision and the 
conditional regeneration uniformly 
tepresented as connected with that 
rite inthe Jewish Church. The Old 
Testament is replete with passages 
bearing on this point: and in the 
New, it may justly be asked whether 
St. Paul would have so far committed 
the Christian doctrine, as to have de- 
clared that * he is nota Jew who is 
one outwardly, neither is that cir- 
cumcision which is outward in the 
flesh,” if he had felt the danger Dr. 
Mant would feel in saying by analo- 
ey, ** He is not a Christian, who is 
one outwardly ; nor is that baptism 
which is only outward in the flesh, 
however regularly it may have been 
idministered,spiritual regeneration,” 

We should encumber our limited 
discussion unnecessarily, were we to 
dwell longer on the scriptural argu- 
ments of Mr. Biddulph and Mr. Scott. 

Christ. Obsery. No. 171. 
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Their agreement with each other, 
which we know to have been with- 
out any Communication whatever on 
the subject, is certainly favourable 
to the view which they have in com- 
mon taken of it. It affords a pre- 
sumpuon, that Scripture, fairly con- 
sidered, can lead on this point but to 
one conclusion. Of this, at least, we 
are perfectly persuaded that it never 
could have come into the mind of a 
person previously unacquainted with 
any theological system, to have in- 
ferred from Scripture, that the bles- 
sings of salvation through the blood 
of Christ were essentially and neces- 
sarily tied, even in their lowest sense, 
to the performance of an outward 
rite—nor that Baptism (whatever be 
its force when rightly received, i. e. 
with faith and repentance,) could, in 
the very possibility of things prove 
availing, without such faith and re- 
pentance, to confer a change of na- 
ture, or to produce in the heart, even 
instrumentally, that * holiness with- 
out which none shall see the Lord.” 
Indeed, we must say, that amidst the 
maby erroneous statements often 
made on this subject, it seems to us 
to have been reserved for Dr. Mant 
to have the courage, in so many, so 
strong, so ‘plain words,’’ to assert 
so unscriptural a doctrine (“none 
can be plainer,”) and at the same 
time to leave room for no explana- 
tion, no subterfuge, in any degree, to 
evade its meaning, or soften its force, 
—But if the doctrine of Dr. Mant 
cannot be the sense of Scripture; is 
it, or 1s it not, the sense of the Church 
of England? This question, to which, 
as churchmen, we naturally turn, in 
the next place, with the utmost anx- 
iety, forms the second head of Mr, 
Biddulph’s, and virtually also of Mr. 
Scott’s essay. The answer of both 
is inthe negative. IJtis not the doce 
trine of the Church of England. If 
it were, as one of our essayists pro- 
perly observes zn imine, that church, 
in allowing only the baptism of her 
2 A 
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fegular ministry, were cruel even 
beyond the tender mercies of the Pa- 
pists themselves, who, in cases of 
extremity, allow the baptism of lay- 
men, midwives, &c. Kc. to be availing 
Lo salvation. 

In entering on this most impor- 
tant discussion, the arrangement 
chosen by the two opponents of Dr. 
Mant has been aguin nearly the same : 
they begin with the Articles, pro- 
ceed to the Liturgy, and end with the 
collateral authorities. And again 
they are at issue with Dr. Mant in 
respect to this order: he prefers ex- 
plaininge the Articles by the Service. 
That Service which is expressly 
popular, and therefore necessarily, to 
a certain degree, indefinite, he adopts 
as fixing the sense of the Articles, 
which are in their very nature defi- 
nite and explanatory. Let this, how- 
ever, pass. A more serious charge 
against Dr. Mant, whichagain meets 
us in this place, is, that of omission, 
and mere ex-fiarte evidence, as it 
happens to suit the convenience of 
his argument. Dr. Mant professes 
to omit no one passage in the Litur- 
gy and Articles which relates to this 
subject, p. 20: and yet of five articles 
expressly treating on the sacraments 
in general, or baptism in particular, 
namely, the 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 
and 29th, Dr. Mant has only alluded 
to the 27th; whilst, with assiduous 
Care, he has canvassed three other 
Articles, the 9th, 15th, and 16th, for 
expressions of a vague and purely 
incidental nature, in confirmation of 
a doctrine palpably contradictory to 
that contained, and carefully incul- 
cated, in the others! It would be a 
misemployment of our time to go 
over the ground with Mr. Biddulph 
and Mr. Scott on these Articles. We 
must claim the privilege of Dr. 
Mant’s own principle, that “ silence 
is equivalent to denial; and must 
take for granted, that in passing over 
those Articles, he tacitly acknow- 
ledges that they contain nothing in 
his behalf. In fact, their single prin- 
ciple is this, that the grace of the 
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sacraments, both the sacraments, j, 
conditional ; that is to say, is depend. he 
ent upon the right reception Which ro 
they express by the worthy receivin Chr 
and the receiving by /aith, of these and, 
holy mysteries. However able ang yo" 


18] 


inst 


irresistible “the argument cumula. a 
tive’ appears from the pen of oy om 


invaluable champions, yet this Plain Meier 
fact amply speaks for itself. The fit 
most ingenious sophistry cannot MS 
evade the direct negation given by Si 
these Articles to Dr. Mant’s main Me 
position, that our Church holds the T 
universal and indissoluble connection clusi 
of a change of nature with the rite of | Mr. 
baptism ; otherwise, indeed, than by atti 
allowing that she openly contradicts HH .,) 
herself, and { 

The three Articles which Dr, 


: Rept 
Mant has quoted with the greatest a 
appearance of success are the 9h, MM... 


15h, and 16th. With respect tothe MH.) 
first of these, even if we shouid Bu 
agree with Dr. Mant, in opposition 
to Mr. Scott, that it hints at a defini. 
tion of regeneration, when it places 
in connection with “ them that are re- 
generated,’? them also ‘ that believe 
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and are baptized,’ how would this Engle 
prove that regeneration was effected HM...» 
by baptism alone without farth ? On Scrip 
the 15th, Mr. Scott convicts Dr i,j. 
Mant’s comment of a double error. Hi },, 


The 16th he leaves, as inconclusive, Mico. 
to the reader’s judgment.—But wef, .q . 

cannot quit the subject of the Arti... 
cles without giving the following in- hang 
genious argument drawn by Mr. Bid 4 
duiph from the 13th Article, though ir ,), 
written on another subject. ith 1 
“This Article declares that ¢ works done MMlant. 
before the grace of Christ and the inspita-Bibrefac 
tion of his Spirit, are not pleasant to God,m™., en 
forasmuch as they spring not of faith in Jeg. 1 
sus Christ, neither do they make men meet i 7 
to receive grace, or (as the school authorsgmy wat 
say) deserve grace of congruity: yeummpcther 
rather for that they are not done as Gola: 1) 
ne pe 


























hath willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but they have the 










ture of sin” On Dr. Mant’s hypothesis ee 
‘the’ (justifying) ‘grace of Christ, and they “ed; 
(regenerating) inspiration of his Spirit, 4 ordin 
contemporaneous with baptism, being alld mye 
ways and exclusively conferred ‘by them om, 





> BB 5916.) 


§ qstrumentality of water.’ If this be so, 
+ BB when every candidate for baptism must be 
h ynregenerate, destitute of ‘the grace of 
christ and the inspiration of his Spirit ;’ 
»» J, consequently, the act of every candi- 
© BF ane in offering himself for baptism is, ac- 
d wording to the doctrine of the Article, un- 
4- HM jeagsant to God, cannot make § the candi- 
iy MB jae meet to receive grace,’ but ‘has in it 
in Meuenature of sin.” Tt does not spring from 
‘fith in Jesus Christ,’ which is an effect of 
regenerating grace; and ‘ without faith it 
ot isimpossidle to please God.’” Biddulph, 


dy pp. 51, 52. 


in 
he MM The argument is still more con- 
on ME jusive which both Mr. Biddulph and 


of MB Mr, Scott have drawn from the words 





















by MB ofthe Catechism, and of the Buptis. 
Cts mal Service, that make repentance 
and faith fre-reguisites to baptism. 
Dr. Repentance is itself a change of 
St MB hcart—-neravere; and the believer 
iO; ark BEEN born of God. 1 Joln 
the My, 1. 
uid HM But this brings usto a most im- 
100 MByortant part of our inquiry, on the 
Ils Missue of which Dr. Mant, of course, 
Ces Mis prepared to stand or fall. It is 
Te Mbis: how far, if at all, the liturgical 
eve Miiew of baptism in the Church of 
this MiEneland contradicts the manifest 
led MMoctrine of her articles, and of 
On cripwure, on this head. In other 
Dr. ivords, how far her Baptismal Service 
Tor. Mid her Catechism assert that, in all 
IV) Mitases of right administration, the out- 
| We Bird and visible sign is accompanied 
Arte Mich an inward, spiritual, and vital 
3 i MRhange of nature in the person bap- 
Bid‘ Mixed. We must here, for the sake 
ugh! clearness, trouble our readers 
ith restating the argument of Dr. 
done MBlant. He finds a confession, in the 


reface to the Service, that ‘*none 
an enter the kingdom of heaven ex- 
tpt he be regenerate and born anew 
iwater and the Holy Ghost;” to- 
ther with an exhortation to pray 
hat this may take place, and that 
ne person “ may be received into 
irist’s holy church, and be made 
lively member of the same.” Ac- 
odingly prayer is made in many 
nl most beautiful words, for what 
'cfect may be regarded under four 
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by the 
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heads :—1. Remission of all past sin. 
2. The fulness ofall spiritual graces, 
faith, hope, charity, &c.* 3. The 
grace of perseverance. 4. The final 
attainment of eternal happiness. And 
allthis seems to be made equivalent 
with being “ received into the ark of 
Christ’s holy church, and made a 
lively member of the same ;”’ though 
this may be considered asa separate 
and undefined clause in the list of 
blessings then prayed for. Next, 
upon a profession actually made of 
faith’ and repentance, either person- 
ally or by proxy, the candidate is bap- 
tized; a declaration is then made of 
his regeneration, and thanks are ree 
turned toGod for having regenerated 
him by his Holy Soirit, received 
him for his own child by adoption, 
incorporated him into his holy 
church ¢t And, finally, the child is 
instructed, in the Catechism, to say, 
In this rite I was made a member of 
Christ, a child of God, and an inheri- 
tor of the kingdom of heaven. 

Now the conclusion which Dr. 
Mant draws from these premises is, 
that the Church believes the bap- 
tized person, whoever he may be, 
to obtain, in this rite, besides the 
pardon of sin, the gift of an entirely 
new and holy nature. He omits the 
conditional profession beforehand, 
and considers the subsequent decla- 
ration and the thanksgiving to be 
intended as absolutely and univer- 
sally applicable. He, moreover, as- 
sumes the term “regeneration,” as 
used in that declaration and thanks- 
giving, to mean, not the whole ex- 
tent of the four blessings equally 
prayed for, nor exactly even the 
two first only; but he assumes it 
to mean, in the eye of the Church, 


* We think it very observable, that the 
prayer for holiness, &c. seems rather for 
an increase and the fulness of spiritual grace, 
than for the first beginnings of them in the 
soul. Of this more hereafter. 


+ In the baptism of adults, a prayer for 
these blessings is substituted. ‘ Give thy 
Holy Spirit to these persons ; that being 
now born again, &c.” 
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the first blessing fully ; namely, the 
pardon of sin; and the second bles- 
sing initially, that is to say, the first 
motions towards a fulness of all spi- 
ritual and personal graces. And he 
understands the Church as leaving 
the continuance of these graces, with 
the third gift, that of perseverance, 
and the fourth, that of cternal life, 
suspended on the condition of future 
and continued obedience on the part 
of the baptized person. 

it might here be asked on what 
ground Dr. Mant assumes one part 
of these suppiicated blessings to be 
conditional in the view of the Church, 
the other to be absolute and uncon- 
ditional; one part as not given 
merely at baptism, the other as al- 
ways then given. It might be asked, 
on what grounds he assumes the 
Church to mean exactly so much by 
the term ‘* regeneration with God’s 
Holy Spirit,’ and nothing either 
more or less. [t might be asked 
how he imagines the Church could 
mean, in the case of an infant, that 
the initial movements of a new na- 
ture should take place in its soul, 
before it is capable of performing 
a single moral act, or even exercising 
a single rational desire. And, in 
respect ofaduits, it might equally be 
asked how he imagines she can pos- 
sibly mean that such initial move- 
ments should take place, either where 
a habdit of repentance and faith had 
been previously formed, or, on the 
other band, where 2o such habits did 
previously exist to make the profes- 
sion of them by the adult before the 
ceremony sincere, 

But waving these questions, we 
now procced to state the reasonings 
by which Mr. Biddulph and Mr. 
Scott labour to prove that no*such 
initial movements towards holy and 
spiritual graces are supposed by our 
Church, in her several services, as 
necessarily taking place at the fontof 
baptism. 

Let the reader here bear in mind 
that the questions are very distinct, 
what our Church intended in these 
services, and whether her mode of 
expression is best calculated to con- 






Bajitismal Regeneraiion. (March, 
vey that intention. In works bear. 
ing the common imperfection of hy. 
manity,this distinction, in justice to 
their authors, should not be lost Sight 
of. For instance, when the child js 
asked, through the godfathers and 
godmothers, * Wilt thou be baptized 
in this faith ?’? the incention of the 
Church may be perfectly approved, 
whilst at the same time it may be a 
question how far she has best expres. 
sed in that contrivance her own 
meaning. 

Now bearing this distinction in 
our minds, we shall see the great 
force of Mr. Scott’s observation, 
which he seems to assume nearly as 
a general principle, that, when the 
Church prays for spiritual blessings, 
she can never take for granted that 
they are absolutely bestowed, In an- 
swer to prayer, without respect to 
the mind of the petitioner or of the 
party prayed for, or to the nature of 
the petition. It it may be granted, it 
may also be refused. Alt /frayers 
for spiritual blessings must In some 
way or other depend on the mind, 
present or to come, of some persons 
concerned, else they are perfectly 
nugatory; and the church would 
surely in that case have performed 
the office of baptism without the 
words of prayer. Under these im- 
pressions, Mr. Scott thus satisfacto- 
ily argues: 

“For example: ‘Give thy Holy Spit 
to these persons, that they may de bom 
again, and be made heirs of everlasting sal- 
vation,’ Does not this imply, that they 
might be baptized, and yet not be ‘bom 
again.” lL profess, that to me the prayers 
seem to suggest conclusions directly oppo 
site to those which Mr Mant would make 
from them. He would infer, that baptism 
either ‘is’ or * conveys’ regeneration : these 
prayers imply, (what the Articles have ¢® 
pressly taught) that it is very possible for 
regeneration not even * to accompany bap 
tisin | 


‘‘ Arain, I quote, because Mr. Mant has 
quoted, the following: * Sanctify this ¥* 
terto the mystical washing away of $0; 
and grant that the persons now to be bap. 
tized therein may receive the fulness ° 
thy grace, and ever remain in the num “ 
of thy faithful and elect children’ * 
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as possible for them to fail of receiving 
é:ne fulness of God’s grace’ now, at their 
baptism, as to fail of ‘remaining ever in 
the number of his faithful and elect chil- 
dren’ afterwards ??—Scott, pp. 125, 126. 


The passages here quoted occur 
in the Office for Adult Baptism, to 
which, for the sake of arriving more 
clearly at the views of the Church, 
Mr. Scott first refers. We pass over 
his ingenious reasoning on an ex- 
pression in this office, where, after 
the commendation of baptism from 
John iii. the d2miting words are added, 
«where it may be had” evidently 
proving, contrary to Dr. Mant’s opi- 
nion, that the Church did not believe 
the grace to be essentially and uni- 
versally tied to the rite of baptism ; 
and we hasten to Mr. Scott’s main 
aud most important position, In an- 
swer to those drawn by Dr. Mant and 
others, from the thanksgiving for re- 
ecneration after the administration of 
the outward rite. Zhey hold this 
biessing to be, in the eye of the 
Cuourch, an unconditional grant for 
which she returns thanks as if it were 
certuinly bestowed. Mr. Scott main- 
tains her opinion to be, that itis con- 
ditional, suspended on the perfor. 
mance of express stipulations. Let 
Mr. Scott speak for himself :— 


‘‘ The whole appears to me to admit of 
the easiest, the must natural explanation— 
explanation which proceeds upon the most 
common principles, and which, in fact, the 
Church has herself pointed out to us. Let 
it be observed, that before she thus speaks 
of her members as regenerate and born 
again, not only has she repeatedly prayed 
for them, that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit, and be born again, as for a blessing 
which might be wanting, even where bap- 
sm was ‘rightly administered ;’ but she 
has commanded that they be ‘ examined’ 
and * found fit,’ previously to their admis- 
sion to baptism ; she has admonished them 
of the necessity of ‘ faithfully promising’ 
things which no man, whois not a par- 
“aker of ‘repentance and faith,’ does or 
can * faithfully promise ;’ and she has re. 
ceived their solemn vows and professions 
aceordingly, Not till all this has taken 
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place; not till this examination has been 
had, these prayers offered, these profes- 
sions and vows made, as well as baptism 
administered ; does she speak of the per.. 
sons baptized, as ‘born again and, made 
heirs of everlasting salvation?’ And now 
let me ask, Who is there amongst us all, 
entertaining even the strictest views of 
regeneration, as a moral change, ‘a 
change of heart,’ turning man from sin to 
holiness, and ‘from the power of satan 
unto God,’ that would hesitate to pro- 
nounce such persons ‘ regenerate,’ * born 
again,’ * passed from death unto life’—only 
supposing one thing—only assuming them 
to be devout in the prayers in which they had 
been joining, sincere in the vows which they 
had been making ? 


“ But suppose, on the other hand, all 
these awful forms gone through; these 
prayers offered up; these vows made; all 
in due order, indeed, as far as man could 
see, but without any devoutness, any sin- 
cerily, any seriousness in the sight of God : 
suppose ali this done, for example, by an 
unbelieving Jew, induced, (as we have rea- 
son to conclude many have been,) for the 
sake of worldiy advantage, publicly to pro- 
fess the faith of Christ, while privately he 
would blaspheme his name :—who could, 
who would say, that, in such a case as this, 
any regeneration, any spiritual grace ac- 
compamed, what was, on the part of the 
receiver at least, a profane and impious 
mummery? And if no spiritual grace ac. 
companied baptism tn such a case as this, 
by parity of reason, we should have no 
right to conclude that any accompanied it 
in other cases, where, though there might 
be less impiety, there should prove to have 
been no more sincerity or real devotion, 


“1 contend, then, that the ground on 
which the Church speaks of all those, 
whom she has baptized, as regenerate, is 
neither more nor less than rue suPPos«- 
TION, THE ASSUMPTION, OF THEIR SIN- 
CERLTY IN THEIR PROFESSIONS. I con- 
tend, that, with regard to adults, (and the 
case of infants will be considered here. 
after,) this is clear from the whole of the 
Service ; as well as necessary to the con- 
sistency of the Service with the Articles,” 
Scott, pp. 33—35. 


Mr. Scott then strongly exposes,. 
the * self-contradiction and absur- 
dity’? which would be justly charge- 
able on a church pronouncing posi- 
tively on an event which she had 








178 Review of Pamfikicts on 
herself, immediately before, suspend- 
ed on direct stipulations ; and the ful- 
filment of which stipulations in other 
places she has made essential to a 
reception of the benefit. But here 
we will not follow him. He after- 
wards applies the principle laid down 
in the last quotation to the more com- 
plicated case of infant baptism ; 
where, “ by a sort of legal fiction, to 
which we are no strangers in the 
most important temporal transactions, 
the soul of tne child is, as it were, 
_ considered as transferred to his spon- 
sor, and as speaking in him and by 
him.” p. 140. It is, as we have ob- 
served before, a totally different ques- 
tion, how far the mode in which the 
Church expresses her intention be 
the best she could have chosen: but 
it appears perfectly clear to Mr. 
Scott that her zzfention is one and the 
same throughout the whole of this 
and every other service; namely, to 
suspend the collation of spiritual be- 
nefits on the performance of spiritual 
conditions. 

We might here follow Mr. Scott 
through a very important discussion 
in his 8th and 9th chapters, in which 
he argues most forcibly for this  hy- 
pothetical principle,” as not only 
*¢ pervading the services of the 
church,”’ but also affording a key of 
interpretation to the Sacred Writings 
themselves, and explaining the ap- 
plication of many strong terms, as 
faithful, holy, elect, &c. to whole 
churches, which are truly applicable 
only to sincere individuals. But as 
our plan only permits us to give a 
general view of his reasoning, without 
descending to particulars, we pass on 
to our other champion. 

Mr. Biddulph, in his explanation 
of the passages In our Baptismal Ser- 
vice which assume the regeneration 
of the baptized person, broadly refers 
to, and adopts as iis own, a principle 
only stated by Mr. Scott as held by 
some persons, which understands 
something lower and principally cere- 
monial and external, by the term Re- 
generation. The authors to which 


Baptismal Regeneration. (March, 
they in common appeal for this prin. 
ciple are Bishops Bradford, Burnet, 
and Hopkins. Dr. Mant has thought 
fitto allude to the latter alone, and 
that in terms of disapprobation. The 
first appeared to have received a 
much more substantial mark of dis. 
approbation by having been silently 
omitted in the last printed list of the 
Society for promoting Christian 
knowledge : but we are happy to find 
that it is now to be restored.* 

The sentiments of the three pres 
lates above named are given at full 
length by Mr. Biddulph. But we 
must say, as he fully adopts them 
as his own, we should have been 
more gratified in reading them ex. 
pressed in his own language, espe- 
cially as he has inserted a long note 
at the opening of the discussion on 
the subject of regeneration, which 
tends in our opinion rather to mis- 
lead the reader as to his real views 
of that important change. The 
method of Bishop Bradford is “ to 
shew that the washing of regenera- 
tion may be separated from the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.”? Now 
in the note at tie bottom of the 
same page, (p. 61.) Mr. Biddulph 


*The appearance of Dr. Mant’s tract, 
and the disappearance almost at the same 
moment of Bishop Bradford’s, formed cer- 
tainly an alarming coincidence, and fully 
justified the observations which were made 
upon it by Mr. Biddulph and Mr, Scott. 
‘‘For what reason,” says Mr Biddulph, 
‘** Dr. Mant has kept (Bishop Bradford’s) 
sermon out of sight, while publishing his 
own, * at the request of the Salop District 
Committee of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge,’ is best known to 
himself; as is also the reason why the 
General Board of the Society in London 
has dropped the Bishop’s sermon from its 
list of tracts, and has adopted and circu- 
lated Dr. Mant’s opposite view of the stib- 
ject. I shail only say, that I thank God 
most heartily for the F1xeEp Liturgy, Artt 
cles,and Homilies of the Church of England.” 
Dr. Mani’s silence respecting Bishop Brad- 
ford’s sermon is the more extraordinary, 
as he refers with disapprobation to Bishop 
Hopkins’s view of the subject, which near- 
ly corresponds with that of his brother 
prelate. 
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condemns some who would * make 
a distinction between regeneration 
on the one hand and conversion,” 
« the renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
&c. on the other,’’ making these 
jst changes precede regeneration. 
Now surely Mr. Biddulph’s own au- 
thorities with whom he “concurs” 
dothe same. And though it is very 
true they make a distinction between 
baptismad and sfiritual regeneration, 
yet since the term itself means very 
differently according io the epithet 
annexed, it would have been right 
therefore in Mr. Biddulph not to lay 
down in dimine a definition of the ab- 
stract term, which confines it only 
to one of its uses, and leaves us pre- 
cisely where we were, as to the 
meaning of the Church in its applica- 
tion, The question really is, For 
what does the Church mean to give 
thinks when she acknowledges this 
person or child to be “ regenerated 
by God’s Holy Spirit 2”? Is it Aypo- 
thriicaliy, as says Mr. Scott, in the 
assumption present or future of 
spiritual regeneration ; or is it abso- 
lutely as Mr. Biddulph’s authorities 
scom to maintain, onthe lower de- 
fnition of baptismal regeneration ? 
We apprehend Mr. Biddulph under- 
stands the Church to mean the lat- 
ter: that is to say, that She in this 
case Separates conversion, renewal, 
kc. from regeneration : and that she 
oily returns thanks to God for the 
almission of the person or child to 
the privileges of a new outward 
slate; a state of church-member- 
ship, and visible relation to God in 
the covenant of grace ; a state, in 
the case of infants, affording *“ means 
for leading to the first communica- 
tion of faith and primary reception of 
grace” when of age for it ; and in 
the case of adults zmmediately ‘ con- 
firming faith’? before possessed, and 
“ inceasing g race’ before commu- 
hicated * by virtue of prayer to God,” 
» 55. This, witha provisional seal 
of the pardon of sin in case of the 
chiid dying in infancy, we presume 
0 be the whole understood by Mr. 
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Biddulph or his authorities as intend- 
ed by the Church in the use of the 
term ‘* regenerate” after baptism ; 
though as she can of course take no 
cognizance of any internal change 
hereafter to ensue, she does not sub- 
sequently scruple to use the strong- 
est terms, charitably hoping them to 
be applicable to the person whom 
she has outwardly and instrumental- 
ly regenerated. In fine, though it 
is not very easy to trace a thorough 
consistency of reasoning either in the 
three prelates or in Mr. Biddulph 
himself, yet as far as any distinction 
is carried on between their view and 
that of Mr. Scott, theirs consists in 
the absolute state of * obligation,” 
* profession,” and * means” into 
which we are instated by baptism, 
whilst both assime that there is 
something also supposititious in the 
mind of the Church, as to spiritual 
regeneration. Mr. Biddulph seems 
jirincifpally to lean to the absolute 
view, Mr. Scott to the hypothetical. 
Is there any impropriety or contra- 
diction in supposing that the framers 
of our invaluable prayers had respect 
to both views in their use of the 
term, ** regenerated by God’s Holy 
Ghost ?” 

On the agency of the Holy Ghost 
in this transaction, we shall further 
give an extract from Mr. Biddulph, 
with which we shall close that part 
of our discussion which questions 
whether the formularies of our 
Church sanction the notion that a real 
change ofcharacteris always miracu- 
lously infused at baptism. After en- 
larging on the use of the term * re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost’? in the 
Ordination Service, and shewing it 
to denote the successive transmis- 
sion of apostolical powers to the 
ministry of the church and not any 
saving illumination to the individual! 
soul of the minister, Mr. Biddulph 
proceeds : 


“ Now, if the outward commission for the 
ministry, irrespective of any inward quali- 
fications, be called by our Lord, and also in 
the Ordination Service of our church, }F 
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Holy Ghost, because it is his prerogative to 
do that efficiently, which his ministers the 
bishops do instrumentally, we may apply a 
similar rule of interpretation to our Baptis- 
mal Service ; nay, in order rightly to under- 
stand the language of the Church, we must 
apply it. Baptismal regeneration is admis- 
sion into the visible church, and may, or 
may not, be accompanied with the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost; as a reception of 
the apostolic commission, called ‘the Holy 
Ghost,’ is admission tothe ministerial office, 
and may, or may not, be accompanied with 
those internal qualifications of the leart, 
which are essential to the faithful execution 
of it. In this sense I conceive that the 
word ‘regeneration’ is used Mat. xix 28; 
and that it corresponds with a phrase com- 
mon among the Jews, viz. ‘the new age,’ or 
Gospel-dispensaiion, called by the Apostle, 
Heb. ii. 5, ‘the world to come.’”* Bid- 
dujph, p. 81. 


The closing subject of inquiry, 
respecting the agreement of Dr. 
Mant’s tract with the doctrine of the 
Church of England, is the question, 
how far itis sanctioned by the writ- 
ings of avowed churchmen from the 
earliest period of the Reformation 
down tothe present time. And truly 
here it seems as if we must either 
despatch the whole subject in a single 
sentence, declarative of the conclu. 
sion which Mr. Biddulph has with 
the most overwhelming evidence de- 
monsirated ; or if we are to descend 
to particulars, we fear we must de- 
vote every remaining line of this 
article to the work of transcription. 
As this is impossible, it may just 
satisfy our readers to be informed, 
that as Mr. Scott before had given 
sufficient light to all persons, ever so 
little previously acquainted with the 
mind of our ancestors, on this sub. 
ject ; so Mr. Biddulph has now sig- 
nalized his essay with a more con. 
vincing body of evidence, collected 
from the writings of the most emi- 


* A neat illustration occurs in p. 58, of 
the use of “regeneration”. for church, or 
external sanctification, from the use of 
‘** atonement” for ceremonial expiation, in 
Lev. i. 3, 4. faith in both cases being a pre- 
requisite. 
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nent of the English reformed theolo. 
gians of every age, and (only as he 
says, ON a cursory inspection) from 
the forty-nine volumes of the pubjj. 
cations of the Society itself in Bart. 
lett’s Buildings, than we think could 
have been necessary even for the 
most uninformed inquirer on this 
interesting subject. Mr. Biddulph 
has divided his authorities into three 
classes: the first, containing quota- 
tions from the body of Protestan: 
Confessions, and the writings of our 
eminent martyrs and reformers, and 
other divines near the time of the 
Reformation ; the second, beginning 
with citations from Bishop Andrews 
in chronological order, to the pre. 
sent time ; the third, containing ex- 
tracts from books and tracts on the 
list of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge.—These he 
further sums up, at the end, in two 
consecutive series, which we shall 
give ; one, containing a list of the 
bishops and archbishops, the other 
of divines, not of episcopal rank, 


whose works are quoted or referred | 


to in the several classes. 


1. Bishop Latimer, died by martyr- 


dom . - . A.D. 1544 
2. Bishop Ridley, died by martyr- 

dom -« - - 1544 
3. Bishop Hooper, died by martyr- 

dom - ‘ ¥. ‘ 1555 
4. Archbishop Cranmer, died by 

martyrdom - - - 1556 
5 Bishop Jewel, died o” «ae 
6. Bishop Andrews - - 1626 
7. Bishop Davenant - ° - 1641 
8. Bishop Hall . ° - 166 
9 Archbishop Usher - . - 1656 
10 Bishop Taylor - - - 1667 
11. Bishop Reynolds” - . - 1676 
12 Archbishop Leighton - - 1684 
13. Bishop Pearson ° “ - 1686 
14. Bishop Hopkins - - - 169 
15. Arclibishop Tillotson . . 1694 
16. Bishop Kidder - ° : ma 
17. Bishop Beveridge - oY Ce ae 
18 Bishop Bull ‘ eo je ae 
19. Bishop Williams - - # 1709 
20. B:shop Burnet - 6 ‘ 1715 
21. Bishop Fleetwood - ° - 17% 
22. Bishop Bradford - - + Wal 
23. Bishop Mann. 
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14, Bishop Wilson, died A.D. 1755 
9; Bishop Sherlock rs oe 1761 
06. Archbishop Secker - - 1768 
97 Bishop Greene - . - 1779 
9 Bishop Law - - - - 1787 
99, Bishop Horsley - - — - 1806 
j, John Frith, died by Martyr- 

dom - A.D. 1538 
9, William Tindal, died by martyr- 

dom . . 1536 
5, William Turner, died - - 1568 
4, Dr Fulke - - - - 1589 
5, Richard Hooker - . - 1600 
6, Dean Noel ° > ° 1602 
7, thomas Rogers. 
8. Joseph Mede . 1658 
9 Author of Whole Duty of ‘Man. 
10. Dr. Isaac Barrow - 1677 
I]. Henry Scougal - ° - 1678 
12 John Kettle well - - 1695 
13. Dr. Wall, 
14 Dr. Woodward. 
lb. Wiham Burkitt - - - 1703 
16 Robert Nelson” - - . 1715 
17 Dr. South - - - - 1716 
18. Dr. Whitby - - : 1726 
19 John &. Ostervald - - - 1747 
0. Dr Stebbing - - - 1763 
2 John Rotherham - - - 1788 
22. Sir James Stonhouse - - 1795 
3. Dr. Paley - - - - 1805 


The whole number of quotations 
js eighty-two, of which forty-eight 
we made from the tracts of the So- 
tiety for promoting Christian know- 
ledve. In the main, they all carry 
bu. one Complexion, and will admit 
bu: uf one Construction ; a construc- 
tion the most unfavourable imagina- 
bleto Dr. Mant’s views, though our 
leaders will see, perhaps with sur. 
prise, that neither Mr. Wesley nor 
Mr. Whitfield are amongst the num- 
ler. Bishop Hopkins, the only gians 
viom Dr. Mant has condescended 
noice, indeed appears, but in dif- 
ret array and different company 
lum that in which Dr. Mant would 
fin have exhibited him, He appears 
NM company, where, perhaps, he 
wuld have least wished to find him 
—wih those very prelates and di. 
lines whom he has quoted against 
iim. To Dr. Mant, we are obliged 
add, is left the unpleasing zlterna- 
lve of being met in general either 
Christ. Observ. No. 171. 


Review of Pamphlets on Bafitismal Regeneration, 





is! 


by the soundest and most orthodox 
divines of the Reformed Church of 
England, in every age; or in par- 
ticular by those divines themselves 
whom he has referred to as evidence 
in his own cause, and who all appear 
on Dr. Biddulph’s list of opposing 
authorities ; or, which is worse than 
all, by numerous tracts of that very 
Society, who, with an inconsistency 
which it can best explain, has adopt- 
ed his own into its lists. 

We said, in general, that the bears 
ing and complexion of ‘these several 
authorities is pointedly opposed to 
Dr. Mant’s views. We might go 
further, and say, that each one of Dr. 
Mant’s positions may individually re- 
ceive its direct and literal denial in 
some one or other of these nume- 
rous Citations. For instance, does 
Dr. Mant assert that “ not merely all 
real Christians are regenerate by 
God’s Holy Spirit......but also all te 
whom baptism is rightly adminis- 
tered......2” Archbishop Cranmer, 
quoting from St. Austin, declares, 
that “of those that come feignedly, 
and those that come unfeignedly, 
though both be washed with the 
sacramental water, both be not wash- 
ed with the Holy Ghost, and clothed 
with Christ.””> Biddulph, p, 147.— 
Does Dr. Mant say, that “in order 
to keep the sacramental character in 
view, the regeneration conveyed by 
it is inculcated by the church ?’? 
Bishop Ridley, again quoting St 
Austin, maintains, that “ sacraments 
do bear the mames of the things 
whereof they be sacraments both in 
baptism and the Lord’s table ;”’ im- 
plying by an apt illustration, that “ we 
call them so which are nof so in- 
deed.” id. p. 148 -—Does Dr. Mant 
assert from Scripture, that “the new 
Lirth is always conveyed by baptism 
rightly administered ‘’’ We_ hear 
again Bishop Jewel asserting, doubt- 
less as he thought agreeably to that 
church he so nobly defended, “The 
narts are not joined together in place, 
but in mystery ; and therefore they 
be often severed, and the ene ts re- 
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ceived without the other.” id, p. 155. 
—Does Dr. Mant assert that super- 
natural grace is conveyed dy baptism 
through the instrumentality of water, 
and by the agency of the Holy Ghost? 
From Rogers, whose volume on the 
Thirty-nine Articles was received 
and published by “the lawful autho- 
rity of the Church of England,” un- 
der James {. we read, “ The Papists 
are wrong who make the sacraments 
not oaly seals but causes of grace, 
saying, they do give grace delivered 
and received ex opere operato’”’ id. 
p. 162.—[s baptism, according to Dr, 
Mant, “ unless it convey effectual re- 
generation, a mere beggarly element, 
a form without substance ?” &c. 
Bishop Andrews meets him here ex 
confesso. “Receive baptism; it is 
but John’s baptism, a darren element. 
Receive his [ Christ’s | flesh, it pro. 
fiteth not:” “for he that hath not his 
Spirit, is none of his.” And he pro- 
ceeds to define “the natural man” as 
one who “ never received the Spirit.” 
id. p. 165. Must we confront Dr. 
Mant with the very champion him- 
self of Church-of-England views on 
this subject, the great Dr. Wall? 
Dr. Mant, misunderstanding St. 
Austin, considers him to say (p. 29,) 
that in baptism there is a real (by 
which Dr. Mant understands an et- 
fectual and saving) death unto sin, 
as Christ also died unto sin; anda 
real life, by being born again of the 
laver, as He by rising from the grave. 
Dr. Wal], on the other hand, in re- 
ferring to St. Austin, says, “ Some 
people have considered that St. Aus- 
tin should hold that all that are bap- 
tized are also regenerate......he uses 
‘regenerate’ for ‘ baptized ;’—as if 
we should say, now-a-days, ‘ali that 
are baptized are christened.’ If some 
of late days have put a zew sense on 
the word regenerate, how can St. 
Austin help that? dnd the Church of 
England uses the word in the old 
sense.’ *—-id. p. 195.—Finally, bas 


* If we do notin this point quite agree 
with Dr. Wall, as will be seen hereafter, 
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Dr, Mant depicted in glowing ¢o. 
lours, iN SIX SUCCESSiVe pages, the 
horrible consequences of SUP posing 


a man unregenerate after baptism, i 
and the effect likely to be produced | 
in him as a Christian and a church. | 


man? We find the tracts of his own 
Society stained so deeply with the 


mischief, and affording such nume. | 
rous instances of the delinquency, 


that we scarcely know which to ge. 
lect. 
to become new creatures by Rege. 
neration and a constant application 
to holiness.’”? Archbishop Secker 
speaks of “stipulations, &c. neces. 
sary to effectuate baptism.” Bishop 
Williams declares “+ baptism 0¢ say. 
ing, alone, without the new birt) 
thereby signified.” Even the Pious 
Parishioner is directed how “to de. 
come a new creature in Christ?’ after 
baptism ; and the Whole Duty of 
Man embraces a prayer, “that I may 
bccome a new creature.” Scougal 
gives a view of Regeneration, in 
which what Dr. Mant sneeringly calls 
“the progressive pangs of the new 
birth” might, we apprehend, be 
matched in every page. Rotherham 
in a chapter expressly on the sub 
ject, attributes Regeneration to the 
concurrent influence of faith and the 
Holy Spirit. Bishop Wilson, Dr 
Mant’s favourite Divine, still talk 
like the rest, of baptism as ‘a sign 
a sacrament ;” “sealing the cove 
nant of repentance and remission” tg 
such as **embrace the terms of the 
Gospel ;” and “they oz/y are the 
sons of God,” &c. &c. ** Nay,” says 
he, “the only certain proof of rege 
neration is victory,’’ quoting 1 Joh 
v. 4. We detain the reader nd 
further.* 


still, as an argumentum ad hominem, 
think it properly adduced against D 
Mant. 


* In the first article of our last numbe 
will be found a further display of proo! 
on this important subject, drawn from 
pamphlet recently published, entitled “ 
respectful Address” to the Society 


Ostervaid bids us “ endeavour | 
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One observation more shall con- 
dude this part of our subject. Our 





readers will have observed all Dr. 
, ap Mant ’s authorities quoted against 
di timself. The conclusion from this 
. js most obvious and unavoidable : 
. either they must have all misunder- 
¢ ggsiood themselves, or Dr. Mant must 


.. Mhwe grossly misunderstood them. 
y; Though there may not be wanting, 
.. Main this Controversy, those who will 
iy Mg undertake to set right Bishops Lati- 
Mamet, Ridley, Taylor, Beveridge, 
i, Me Wilson, Dean Noel, and Joseph 
ey MM Mede, and put them to school again 
s- ME for thelr inconsistency ; we cannot 
op gm but presume Dr. Mant to be in fault, 
y- i and to have wholly misunderstood, at 
1; Wy once, their views, the whole doctrine 
usM@mg of Protestantism, and we may add 
1am oso, Of all authoritative antiquity, on 
er ME the polnt In question. We know not 
of Mm i ime will be left for us hereafter to 
ay fgg be more explicit on this point. We 
val Ma only nOW Wish to say, that, whatever 
be the issue of this debate, it is most 
(lear, as to the question of authority, 
that the victory 1s not with Dr. Mant; 
nd that, since the support derived 
fom his Own authors to the opposite 
side is, beyond all doubt, superior to 
that which he has forced from thene 
whis side, he can never be acquitted 
ithe most extraordinary oversight, 












momoting Christian Knowledge. The 
woufs are alltaken fromthe tracts of that 
Woeiety, An attempt has since been made 
vindicate the Society from the charge of 
nconsistency, by exhibiting a great variety 
if passages from its tracts, in which the 
jews maintained by Dr. Mant are asserted. 
We have examined this vindication with 
great care, and the result appears to us to 
te, that, of the whole number of authorities, 
ily two speak the language of Dr. Mant, 
tidthese are both of very recent origin ; 
We mean Archdeacon Yardley and the 
Country Clergyman. The writer of the 
‘indication has so far, therefore, rendered 
‘service to the cause of truth, by detecting 
‘ese additional delinquents ; and we trust, 
that, when the Society removes Dr. Mant’s 
tacts from its list, it will also remove those 
Archdeacon Yardiey and the Country 
Clergy man, 
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or most unwarrantable concealment, 
in not attempting to reconcile what 
must have struck him as decided 
contradictions in their writings at 
every step. 

The third and last head of objec 
tion against Dr. Mant’s doctrine of 
Regeneration, was stated to be, that 
it is to be considered as Aaving a most 
dangerous tendency.—kLven the able 
Waterland,with his peculiar and sub- 
lle view of the subject,had a glimpse 
of the danger to whichDr. Mant’s doc- 
trine would expose the church when 
he wrote thus; “If they mean that jus. 
tification (to which meaning he con- 
fines the term regeneration) is ordi- 
narily given to adults without any 
preparative or previous conditions of 
faith and repentance; that is indeed 
avery new doctrine, and dangerous, 
and opens a wide door to carnal secu- 
rity and to all ungodliness.” View 
of Justification, postfixed to 2d vol. 
of Waterland’s Sermons, 1742. Yet 
Dr. Mant assures us, that Simon 
Magus was not only justified but 
sanctified by baptism !—But to our 
authors— 

The two great and obvious evils 
resulting from Dr. Mant’s positions, 
to which both Mr. Scott and Mr. 
Biddulph distinctly allude, (not to 
mention various minor evils connect- 
ed withand leading to the greater) are 
Antinomianism and Popery. The fact 
is not to be at all concealed or com- 
promised, that the viewsof Dr. Mant 
are identical with both. The impor- 
tant and delicate doctrine of the in- 
defectibility of Divine grace, is, as 
Mr. Scott properly observes, dis- 
tinctly deducible from his pages ; 
and if we donot find there faith with. 
out works,* yet its twin sister, “ re- 
generation without effects,’ meets us 


* Indeed, a certain jate publication, not 
unknown to writers of this school, has as- 
serted that justifying faith in the first in- 
stance is not a lively faith, nor necessaril; 
productive of good fruits. 
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at every turn, and under all its most 
dangerous delusions, as ‘ filling us 
with all joy and peace in believing.” 
The guards and restrictions laid 
down by Dr. Mant, and we believe 
sincerely meant as such by him, 
such as forfeiting privileges by mis- 
conduct, &c. are justly treated by 
our authors as weaker than the spi- 
der’s web, when arrayed against the 
grand fundamental of all asserted by 
him of full and free justification, and 
aplenary remission of al! sins original 
and actual, without fulfilment, either 
real or supposed, of the previous 
conditions of faith and repentance. 
A notable snliloquy, framed by 
Dr. Mant on these very principles 
(Tracts, pp. 49, 50) by a supposed 
orthodox member of the Church of 
England, puts the matter out of all 
doubt. .4i/ the present blessings of 
thenew covenantare distinctly claim- 
ed by him, without a hint of the con- 
ditions on which they are suspended. 
The authority of the Church is staked 
upon this view of the question, and 
the man is made to disclaim the 
Church the moment he doubts upon 
it. Here, as Mr. Biddulph shrewd- 
ly remarks, the whole answer neces- 
sary to be returned to such a man is, 
that he has egregiously blundered 
in his conception of the meaning of 
the Church and her various formula- 
ries and articles. Yet, as no one Is 
at hand to hint sucha reply whilst he 
peruses Dr. Mant’s pages, what will 
be his conclusion, but that he will 
choose rather to abide where he 1s, 
a bold Antinomian, withthe church ; 
than a whining alarmist with zealots 
who would admonish hin, in all seri- 
ousness, “Thou must be born again ?” 

As Mr. Scott and Mr. Biddulph 
have shewn us, generally, what will 
be the probable impression on the 
mind of such a person from such 
principles ; so perhaps we might 
suggest an actual counter-soliloquy, 
which we may conceive him to use 
when thoroughly tutored in Dr. 


Mant’s school :— 
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“3 have the happiness of havin 
been born in a Christian land, and 
baptized according to ihe forms ofa 
pure and apostolic church. Assure 
by that church that I was in that act 
truly and effectually regenerated, | 
see a ground of easy seculity, by 
for my own most inexcusable folly 
of attaining everlasting salvation, 
Nothing but heinous and deadly gin 
can separate me from the favour of 
God soobtained. Happily, my con. 
science warns me of the difierence 
between a good and bad action ; nor 
can I, as far as human frailty allows, 
charge myself with many, if any, of 
the latter, fairly considered in ail its 
parts. In my youth, it is true, the 
ordinary levities incident to that 
period of imperfect reason occasion. 
ally overtook me, some of the effects 
of which unfortunately stick by me 
tothis day. My circumstances are, 
however, now changed. My care for 
my family and my reputation new 
happily precludes the possibility of 
any serious deviation from duty. In- 
nocent recreation fills up the void 
into which vice might otherwise 
rush; and nothing but the mere 
ebullition of an unguarded moment 
ever betrays me into any vehemeice 
of expression, or even into convivial 
Jollity. My gains are, in the esiimate 
of my neighbours, fair; my charity, 
active at home, does not refuse an 
occasional call from without; my 
Sunday is domestic ; and, when per- 
mitted by business to attend church, 
thank God, I hear from the mouth of 
a friendly minister that all is well. 
Unfortunately, the fanatic in my own 
parish church, whom more orthodox 
teachers have taught me thoroughly 
to despise, happens to be of a diffe- 
rent sect. With much pretended zeal 
about his flock, and his duties, andl 


know not what; his sole object is to 


blow up the flames of discord, oralarm 
the weak with noisy declamation about 
a change of nature and heart, which 
I have heard he sometimes calls re- 
generation. [know better the meaning 
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of terms, and he seldom troubles me 
with his ; and while I trust ‘ my angel 
will not blush to behold the face of 
my Father which is in heaven,’ if I 
have a fault in over-zeal against these 
sectaries in the church, it will be 
,toned for by the mischief I am pre- 
yenting, and the universal and unble- 
mished rectitude of my intentions,” 

In this self-drawn character, we are 
not conscious of having “ any thing 
extenuated, or set down aught in 
malice.” If Dr. Mant does not know 
many an original, we do. At the same 
time, we think it more likely to be 
formed by Ais * Tracts” than by the 
preaching we should approve. And 
if, after all, this is Azs standard of a 
regenerate nature, we can only say it 
is not ours. And should he see no 
impropriety In standing over such a 
man, in the hour of death, with the 
solemn ministerial words of our 
church in his mouth, “ I absolve thee 
from all thy offences ;’? we should 
prefer that spiritual adviser who 
would address him in the language 
of the Baptist, ** Who hath warned 
thee to flee from the wrath to come ? 
Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for 
repentance ;’’—=who would, in a word, 
tell him that he has, as yet, neither 
effectually repented nor believed unto 
righteousness; that he shews no true 
sense of the nature of sin; none, of 
the mercy of God to him in Christ ; 
hone, of the true scriptural love of 
God, nor of that true holiness, its 
sure effect, without which no man 
shall see the Lord ;—and who, in con- 
cluding his address to him, would, if 
not exhort him in the awful words, 
“Verily thou must be born again,” 
yetat least concentrate in his words 
the full meaning of the Baptist, 
“Think not to say within yourselves 
we have Abraham for our father; 
for verily I say unto you, that God is 
able of these stones to raise up chil- 
wren unto Abraham.” 

The charge brought against Dr. 
Mant’s views, by both his opponents, 
of actual Pofery,is of the clearest and 
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most definitive kind. They consider 
them as a complete revival and un- 
reserved avowal of the old, exploded 
docrine, once so profitable to the 
court of Rome, of the ofus oferatum. 
The ofius ofieratum, a well-known 
term in the ancient controversies 
with that corrupt church, Is thus de. 
fined and enlarged upon by our learn- 
ed and invaluable Bishop Jewel: 
“ They thought,” says he, speaking 
of times coéval with the council of 
Carthage, “that the very outward 
worke of Baptisme itselfe, onely be- 
cause it was done without any fur- 
ther motion of the minde, was suffi- 
cient to remit their sinnes. This old 
errour our adversaries of late yeeres 
have taken up, and made it Catho- 
like, bearing the people in hand, that 
their masse itselfe, ex ofiere ofierato, 
onely of itselfe, and because it is 
said, 1s availeable, &c. Thus they 
expound their own dreame, ‘ex opere 
operato, id est, ex ipsa consecratione 
et objatione et sumptione venerabilis 
eucharistiz,’ &c. In * manipulus cu- 
ratorum’ [read ‘Dr, Mant’s Tract 
on Regeneration,’|] which not long 
sithence was thought to be a booke 
most necessary for all Parsons and 
Curats, as containing all necessary 
doctrine for the church of God, it is 
written thus: ‘opus operatum est 
actus exercitatus circa sacramentum : 
sicul opus operatum in beptismo est 
inspersio, vel immersio aque, et 
projatio verborum.’ And therefore 
Cardinal Cuietan, at Augusta in 
Germanie, requiring Doctour Luther 
to recant this Article, said thus; 
‘ Fides non est necessaria accessio ad 
eucharistiam ;’——meaning thereby 
that the sacrament itself, only because 
itis ministered, is sufficient, although 
the receiver be utterly void of faith.” 
Jewel’s 20th Article against M. Har- 
ding, fol. ed. 1611, p. 438. 

Painful indeed is the task of thus 
matching ancient Popery with mo- 
dern Protestantism. We suppose 
this, amongst many other similar 
passages in our great Apologist, 
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indaced Mr. Biddulph to write as 
follows : 


“One of the grounds on which the 
Church of England separated herself from 
that of Rome, was the docrine held by the 
latter,of a necessary connection between the 
opus operatum, in the two sacraments, and 
grace and salvation; as abundantly ap- 
pears by the works of Bishop Jewel. Our 
Reformers perceived the unscriptural and 
dangerous tendency of this doctrine, and 
renounced it; and is it probable that they 
should have retained it in their Baptismal 
Services? That the same danger still ex- 
ists, appears from the irreligious temper 
and character of the great majority of bap. 
tized persons in the Protestant Church ¥* 
Biddulph, pp. 125, 126. 


Mr. Scott refers at length, in pp. 
110—115, to the well-known and 
pointed sentiments of the truly Pro- 
testant Bishop Burnet on the same 
subject, who declares, that ‘ we re- 
ject, not without great zeal against 
the fatal effects of this error, all that 
is said of the ofius ofieratum, the very 
doing of the sacrament: we think it 
looks more like the incantations of 
heathenism, than the purity and sim- 
plicity of the Christian religion.” 

Neither Mr. Scott nor Mr. Bid- 
dulph consider themselves as at all 
on dubious ground inémputing to Dr. 
Mant this n xtous doctrine of the 
Romish Church: por do we appre- 
hend he can intend to make any dis- 
claimer of the charge. We suppose 
the case to be so clear, that he must 
necessarily let judgement go by de- 
fault; or, perhaps, putin a plea of 
justification, upon a confession of the 
fact,-——that he attributes no virtue to 
the water itself, but to the Holy 
Spirit promised In it and acting by it 
—that * to deny this influence of the 
Spirit in baptism, were in some mea- 
sure todo despite to the Spirit of 


“* The approach of Br. Mant’s argu- 
ments to the doctrine of Porpery on the 
subject of baptism, will strike any reader 
accustomed to look into the Popish con- 
troversy.”’ 


{Marc}, 


Grace”—that God may use the weak. 
est instrument for the most important 
purposes—that the Papists were 
wrong only in applying the same vir. 
tue to holy water in general],* and to 
their own self-constittted rites, which 
we attribute to the divinely-instituted 
sacrament of baptism, &c. &c.—anq 
finally, that the merit of the person 
duly submitting to so sacred an ordj. 
nance, or of the priest administering 
it, orthe imputed merit of the cop. 
gregated prayers of the Church ap. 
pointing its administraticn, may be 
considered as fully warranting the 
exercise of the Divine bounty in 
every instance. Such are the reason. 
ings with which we presume Dr, 
Mant may intend to justify his posi- 
tions ; and then, if we do not take the 
trouble to match them in many pas. 
sages of Father Paul’s relation of 
events in the Tridentine Council, it 
is only because we think the following 
case of Mr, Biddulph, with which we 
conclude this branch of our subject, 
a full illustration of the doctrine thus 
attempted to be justified, in all its 
legitimate effects. 


‘When the Romish missionaries vi- 
sited China for the purpose of propa. 
gating the Christian religien in that im. 
mense region; in order that they might 
not excite the prejudices of the Chinese 
against their mission, they kept out of 





*See a singular piece of unanswerable 
reasoning on this head, adopted by the 
famous Popish Bishop Gardiner against 
the Protestant Ridley, in Burnet’s History 
of the Reformation, Part IJ, Book I. “ Be- 
cause Ridley had preached against the 
superstition of holy water to drive away 
devils, he (Gardiner) added, ‘ that a virtue 
might be in water as well as in Christ's 
garment, St. Peter’s shadow, or Elisha’s 
staff. Pope Marcellus ordered Equitius to 
use it; and the late king used to bless cramp 
rings both of gold and silver which were 
much esteemed every where, &c. He Le- 
lieved the invocation of the name of Gu 
might give such a vertue to holy water, @ 
well as to the water of baptism?” We be- 
lieve so too, if Gardiner’s view of the wate! 
of baptism were once admitted. 
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sight the doctrine of a crucified Saviour. 
fney preached Christ as a King, but not as 
, Puest and a Sacrifice for sin. Multi- 
sudes nominally embraced this pseudo- 
christianity, and were baptized, The 
ministers Who performed the office of bap- 
izing Unese Converts were regularly ordain- 
ed, deriving their commission duly from 
the Apostles. The form in which they 
paptized was unexceptionable, viz. * in the 
same of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost ;? and they employed that element 
which, as Dr. Mant contends, is the ap- 
pointed and exclusive channel of regene- 
rating grace. The Romish missionaries, 
no doubt, in perfect consistency with their 
own creed, considered these converts as 
‘regenerated by baptism,’ not only consti- 
tuted members of the visible church, but 
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made partakers of God’s Holy Spirit, and 
brought into a state of salvation. But can 
a Protestant join them in this opinion? Can 
it be believed among us, that these Cdris- 
tians in nothing more than the name, becan.>, 
by virtue of their baptism, * dead to sin 
and new born to righteousness,’ though 
they were wholly unacquainted with Him 
who is the only Saviour of sinners? Were 
they brought into ‘a state of salvation,’ 
without even having heard of the Cross of 
Christ, the only ground for the hope of sal- 
vation? ..... Norcanl see how it can 
be maintained that these converts were 
unregenerate after their baptism, if it be 
‘the doctrine of the holy. Scriptures that 
we are by baptism made heirs of saiya- 
tion.” Biddulph, pp. 121, 122. 


(Vo be continued ) 


== 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 
&c. &e. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Inthe press:—A volume of the Rev. P. 
Henry’s Sermons, by Mr. Williams, of 
Shrewsbury ;—The Elements of Plane and 
Spherical Trigonometry, with their applica- 
‘ion to various arts and sciences, by Dr. 
(linthus Gregory, of the Royal Military 
Academy, Woolwich;—A new Edition, 
with considerable additions, of the Princi- 
ples of Fluxions, by the Rev. W. Dealtry ; 
—A collection of Facts and Opinions rela- 
tive to the Burning of Women in India, and 
to other destructive Practices prevalent in 
India, by W Johns, late Surgeon at Seram- 
pore, Bengal ;—The Inquisition Unmask- 
ed, by M, Puigblanch, the Spanish Patriot ; 
~—A Pocket edition of Goode’s entire new 
Version of the Book of Psalms ;—A second 
edition of the Sermons of the late Mr, 
Venn, of Clapham, with an additional 
volume. 


At Cambridge, on the 20th of January, 
128 yentlemen were admitted to the degree 
0B. A. The following obtained academi- 
cal honours, viz. 


Wranglers —Di Jacob, Caius ; Wheweil, 
Trin.s Higman, Trin.; Graham, Christ’s ; 
Cape, Trin.; Ebden, Caius; Tattershall, 
Queen's ; Twopenny, John’s; Hamilton, 
‘rin.; Sheepshanks, Trin. ; ‘Tasker, Pemb ; 
Smirke, John’s ; Lee, John’s; Turnbull, 
‘ats; Blunt, John’s; Stevenson, Trin. ; 





Ker, 
Trin, 


Trin.; Powell, John’s; M‘Niven, 


Senior Optimes—Di Weller, Eman. ; 
Hardy, Pemb.; Atlay, John’s; Elliott, 
Trin. ; Stoddart, Clare; Jeaflreson, Pem.; 
Paynter, Trin.; Hudson, Peter’s; Ellis, 
Peter’s ; Bradney, Trin. ; Wollaston, Trin.; 
Lawson, Magd,; Haggitt, Clare; Bushby, 
John’s ; ‘Yorriano, Clare. 


unior Optimes.—Di Starr, Trin.; Pal- 
frey, Magd.; Penny, Eman.; Pinder, Cai 
us; Edwards, Christ’s ; Sims, Pemb.; My- 
ers, Jesus; Wilson, Christ’s; Clayton, 
John’s ; Hayne, Sidney; Luxmore, John’s; 
Bull, Pemb ; Rayne, John’s; Tyas, ‘Trin 


An original, ancient,and complete manu- 
script of the Pentateuch, is stated to be 
now in the possession of Mr. Joseph Sams, 
of Darlington, Durham,—This copy is in 
two volumes, about two feet wide, and 69 
feet long, of leather, supposed goat-skin, 
which is excellently dressed, so as to have 
great sofiness to the touch. Each sheet of 
skin is divided into pages, five inches and 
a halfin width. The letters are very large, 
excellently written, and ornamented with 
a number of Tagin or Coronae, a thing said 
to be peculiar tothe most ancient manu- 
scripts, Each sheet of leather is stitched 
neatly to the others witha kind of substance 
not unlike cat-gut. It is said to be from 
1400 to 1500 vears old, and that there is 
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reason to believe it has been above 800 
years in one Jewish family on the continent. 
The account given of it is this: During 
the calamities which followed the train of 
Bonaparte’s wars, a Jewish family of opu- 
lence was reduced to ruin, and compelled 
toemigrate. They cameto Holland, and 
were here obliged to pledge, as their last 
resource, this manuscript of their law. The 
time limited for its redemption having ex- 
pired, the property was sold, and is now 
likely to become a public benefit.—It has 
been preserved in a rich cover, fringed 
with a fine silk and lined. The rollers on 
which the manuscript runs are beautiful 
mahogany or iron-wood. 


Abstract ofthe net produce of the Reve- 
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sulphuric acid, no gas whatever is ext;:_| 
cated. De Saussure has also shewn that 

no gaseous products are exhaled ; and 

further, that the quantity of sulphuric acid Mam” 
is not altered ; and that the weight of sugar | ‘ 
obtained is greater than that of the starch) jm ™ 
from which it was produced, Starc}, | 
sugar assumes the form of spherical crys. | i 
tals like honey. It is not so hard as com. 

mon sugar. It is not so soluble in wate; | 
Its sweetening power is to that of common. 
sugar as 1 to 23. q 


In January, 1815, at Port Glasgow, ini > | 
Scotland, John Galbreath, aged 45, bytradelll 
a carpenter, in the act of hewing wood | : 
with an axe, which he held in his left hang. | Nar 
struck off his thumb close to the articula, 













nue, in the years ending the Sth Janu- tion of the first phalanx with the metacar, 
ary, 1815, and 5th January, 1816: pal bone. Abdur eight minutes after, he i 
5 Jan.1815. §SJan, 1916. arrived at the house of Mr. Thomas Hup. "Ge 
Customs L,11,059,324 L.10,487.522 er, the surgeon, Mr. Hunter, on examin. MM p.a¢ 
p parm 25.145,611 26,562,4.2 ing the parts, found the portion of thumb Gl 
Siampes 5,598,573 5,865,413 he had supposed cut off, still attached by 
Post Office 1,450,000 1,548, 00 Portion of skin not exceeding one-eighth 
Assessed Taxes 6,411,671 6,214,987 Of an inch in breadth. Having carefully #7), 
Property Tax . . 14,218,333 14,318,572 cleaned the parts, and removed a small MM pag 
Land Taxes 1,129,223 1,079,993 Splinter of bone, Mr. H. replaced them, se. .,, x 
Miscellaneous .. 417,246 366,867 curing them with three stitches, Afierd 4, 
Annual Duties 6 covering the thumb with dressing lint, hel y,.., 
on Pensions, &c. - placed a splint of wood above all, extend- J 4, 
ing from the wrist to a little beyond thei... ,,, 
Tot. Net Revenue 65,429,981 66,443,802 Point of the thumb, and secured it as neatly MM i). 
as possible, with a narrow ribbon, andi...’ 
The curious fact, first ascertained by finally wetted the whole with CINCLUT. RE Rema 
Kirchoft, that starch, when boiled in very di- benzoin. comp. The patient felt no pain, Def 
luted sulphuric acid, is converted into sugar, and no discharge took place. In this Way of Siar 
has lately engaged a good deal of the at- he passed the time without having them... ,, 
tention of chemists Nasse has shewn that rst dressing touched, till the twenticth@),. p, 
the starch extracted from raw potatoes @#Y, when Mr. H. found all skinned, one Ken 
is easily converted into sugar. Vogel, of place, where there was a stitch, except. bury ; 
Paris, has shewn that when starch is con- ¢d- This was dressed daily, and Soom oi. 
verted into sugar by boiling it in diluted healed. porrdes 
Which 
the ie 
=— dere, 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. Prisine 
Bie 
SHEOLOGY. Conciliatory Suggestions on the Subject %e Ni 
A Respectful Address to the most Reve- of Regeneration, founded upon a recent OH Mais J 
rend the Archbishops, the Right Reverend currence; by J. W. Cunningham, M.A lustre 
the Bishops, the Reverend the Clergy, and Vicar of Harrow, and Domestic Chaplain Plates 
the other Members of the Suciety for pro- tothe Right Honourable Lord Northwicke dex te j 
moting Christian Kuowledge, on certain In- 1s. oe 
consistences and Contradictions which , ‘ac 
; : Rev. J. Wa, 
have appeared of late in some of the Books caannice oteonamane Suggestion 4 ’ 


and Tracts vf that Society; by a Member 
of the Society. Is. 

The Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge vindicated from the Charge of 
Inconsistency and Contradiction, in Answer 
to “ A Respectful Address,” &c. by ano- 
ther Member of the Soeiety. Is. 


on the Subject of Regeneration,” stating 


the real Nature and Merits of the rect™@y, | 
Controversy upon the above Topic, '" iy.) :, 
Letter addressed to that Gentleman; by bn abie 
the Rev. G. Bugg, A. B. hinek 
AF, 


A Treatise on the Law and the Gospel 


J 
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hat HH .. john Colquhoun, D. D. Minister of the 
ind G spel, Leth. 3s 6d.—fine 4s. 6d. 
cid Tnoughts on Universal Peace; by Tho- 
pat Me ns Chalmers, one of the Ministers of 
rch | Glasgow. Is 6d. 
ch Mo yhe Oigin of Pagan Idolatry, ascertain- 
Ys: @M .j from Historical Testimony and circum- 
M- Fe antal Evidence; by the Rev G S. Faber, 
er. Me tor of Long Newton, Yarm 3 vols. 4to. 
Mons 15s. 
he Works of the Rev. William Paley, 

Wy A Arelhdeacon of Carlisle. 8 vols. Svo, 
. in GM 3, 6s. ‘ 
ade Tne Veracity of the Evangelists demon- 
0d HM trated, by a comparative View of their 
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Rheumatic Affections, with domestic Me- 
thods of Cure; by William Hickman. 1s.6d. 
The Danger of Premature Interment, 
proved from many remarkable Instances of 
People who have recovered after being laid 
out for dead, and of others entombed alive, 
for want of being properly examined prior 
to Interment ; by Jos. Taylor. 12mo. 4s.6d. 
Edinburgh Annual Register for the Year 
1813; in one thick volume 8vo. Il. Is. 

The Ready Writer, whereby more may 
be written in forty Minutes than in one 
Hour by any other System; by James Hen- 
ry Lewis, of Ebley. 15s. 

Remarks on the Safe Conveyance and 
Preservation of Gunpowder; by James 
Waiker. 2s. 6d. 

Prescience, or the Secrets of Divination, 
a Poem; by Edward Smedley, jun. M. A. 
Small 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

The Story of Rimini, a Poem; by Leigh 
Hunt. Small 8vo. 6s. 6d. 

The siege of Corinth, a Poem ; Parisina, 
a Poem; by Lord Byron. 8vo. $s. 6d. 

Domestic Pleasures; by F. B. Vaux, 
12mo, 43 6d. 

Days of Harold, a metrical Tale; by J. 
B. Rogers. 8vo. 12s. 

Readings on Poetry; by Miss Edge- 
worth. 18mo. 3s. half-bound. 

Emilia of Lindenau, or the Field of Leip- 
sic; by M. A. Houghton. 12mo., 8s. 

Infancy, or the Economy of Nature, io 
the Progress of Human Lift, a Poem. 8vo. 
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A Hebrew, Latin, and English Diction- 
ary: containing all the Hebrew and Chal- 
dee Words used in the Old Testament, 
including the Proper Names, &c.; the 
whole arranged under one Alphabet: with 
copious Vocabularies, Latin and Hebrew, 
and English and Hebrew; by Joseph Samu- 
el C. F. Frey. 2 vols. 8vo. 41, 163.—on 
royal paper, 7]. 4s. 

The Dictionary of the English Language; 
by Samuel Johnson, LL. D. with numerous 
Corrections, and the Addition of many 
thousand Words; bythe Rey. Henry J. 
‘odd. Part V. 4to. 11. 1s. 

A Translation of the celebrated Work of 
M. de Pradt, entitled the Congress of Vi- 
enna 1 vol. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

A Letter addressed to the Earl of Liver- 
pool, by Lord Kinnaird. 2s. 

Paris revisited in 1815, by Way of Brus- 
sels: including a Walk over the Field of 
Battle at Waterloo; by John Scott, author 
of the Visit to Paris in 1814, and editor of 
the Champion, a political and literary jour- 
nal. 8vo. 12s. 

Paul’s Letters to his Kinsfolks ; being a 
Series of Letters from the Continent. 1 vol. 
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reason to believe it has been above 800 
years in one Jewish family on the continent. 
The account given of it is this: During 
the calamities which followed the train of 
Bonaparte’s wars, a Jewish family of opu- 
lence was reduced to cuin, and compelled 
toemigrate. They cameto Holland, and 
were ihere obliged to pledge, as their last 
resource, this manuscript of their law. The 
time limited for its redemption having ex- 
pired, the property was sold, and is now 
likely to become a public benefit.—It has 
been preserved in a rich cover, fringed 
with a fine silk and lined. The rollers on 
which the manuscript runs are beautiful 
mahogany or iron-wood. 


Abstract of the net produce of the Reve- 
nue, in the years ending the Sth Janu- 
ary, 1815, and 5th January, 1816: 





§ Jan, 1815. § Jan. 1816. 
Customs . L.11,059,3524 L.10,487.522 
Excise 25,145,611  26,562,4 .2 
Siamps 5,598,573 5,865,413 
Post Office 1,450,000 1,548, ‘00 
Assessed Taxes 6,41: ,671 6,214,987 
Property Tax . . 14,218,533 14,318,572 
Land Taxes 1,129,225 1,079,993 
Miscellaneous .. 417,246 366, 867 
Annual ree ag ee 16 
on Pensions, &c. 
Tot. Net Revenue 65,429,981 66,443,802 


The curious fact, first ascertained by 
Kircholf, that starch, when boiled in very di- 
huted sulphuric acid, is converted into sugar, 
has lately engaged a good deal of the at- 
tention of chemists Nasse has shewn that 
the starch extracted from raw potatoes 
is easily converted into sugar. Vogel, of 


Paris, has shewn that when starch is con- 
verted into sugar by boiling it in diluted 
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A Respectful Address to the most Reve- 
rend the Archbishops, the Right Reverend 
the Bishops, the Reverend the Clergy, and 
the other Members of the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, on certain In- 
consistences an Contradictions which 
have appeared of late in some of the Books 
and Tracts of that Society; by a Member 
of the Society. Is. 

The Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge vindicated from the Charge of 
Inconsistency and Contradiction, in Answer 
to * A Respectful Address,” &c, by ano- 
ther Member of the Soeiety. Is. 
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sulphuric acid, no gas whatever igs extri 
cated. De Saussure has also shewn that 
ho gaseous products are exhaled ; and 
further, that the quantity of sulphuric acid 
is not altered ; and that the weight of sugar 
obtained is greater than that of the stare}, 
from which it was produced, Starch 
sugar assumes the form of spherical crys. 
tals like honey. It is not so hard as com, 
mon sugar. It is not so soluble in wate; 
Its sweetening power is to that of common 
sugar as 1 to 24. 


In January, 1815, at Port Glasgow, in 
Scotland, John Galbreath, aged 45, by trade 
a carpenter, in the act of hewing wood 
with an axe, which he held in his left hand 
struck off his thumb close to the articula. 
tion of the first phalanx with the metacar. 
pal bone. About eight minutes after, he 
arrived at the house of Mr. Thomas Hup. 
ter, the surgeon. Mr. Hunter, on examin. 
ing the parts, found the portion of thumb 
he had supposed cut off, still attached by 
a portion of skin not exceeding one-eighth 
of an inch in breadth. Having carefully 
cleaned the parts, and removed a small 
splinter of bone, Mr. H. replaced them, se. 
curing them with three stitches. After 
covering the thumb with dressing lint, he 
placed a splint of wood above all, extend. 
ing from the wrist to a little beyond the 
point of the thumb, and secured it as neatly 
-as possible, with a narrow ribbon, and 
finally wetted the whole with tinctur, 
benzoin. comp. The patient felt no pain, 
and no discharge took place. In this way 
he passed the time without having the 
first dressing touched, till the twentieth 
day, when Mr. H. found all skinned, one 
place, where there was a stitch, except: 
ed. This was dressed daily, and soon 
healed. 











Conciliatory Suggestions on the Subject 
of Regeneration, founded upon a recent 0¢ 
currence; by J. W. Cunningham, M.A 
Vicar of Harrow, and Domestic Chaplain 
tothe Right Honourable Lord Northwicke 
Is. 


Friendly Remarks on the Rev. J. W 
Cunningham’s ‘Conciliatory Suggest? 
on the Subject of Regeneration,” stat" 
the real Nature and Merits of the rece? 
Controversy upon the above Topic, 
Letter addressed to that Gentleman; 
the Rev. G. Bugg, A. B. 


A Treatise on the Law and the Gospel 
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Rheumatic Affections, with domestic Me- 
thods of Cure; by William Hickman. 1s.6d, 
The Danger of Premature Interment, 
proved from many remarkable Instances of 
People who have recovered after being laid 
out for dead, and of others entombed alive, 
for want of being properly examined prior 
to Interment ; by Jos. Taylor. 12mo. 4s.6d. 
Edinburgh Annual Register for the Year 
1813; in one thick volume 8vo. IL. 1s. 

The Ready Writer, whereby more may 
be written in forty Minutes than in one 
Hour by any other System; by James Hen- 
ry Lewis, of Ebley. 13s. 

Remarks on the Safe Conveyance and 
Preservation of Gunpowder; by James 
Walker. 2s. 6d. 

Prescience, or the Secrets of Divination, 
a Poem; by Edward Smedley, jun. M. A. 
Small 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

The Story of Rimini, a Poem; by Leigh 
Hunt. Smail 8vo. 6s. 6d. 

The siege of Corinth, a Poem ; Parisina, 
a Poem; by Lord Byron. 8vo. $s. 6d. 

Domestic Pleasures ; ‘by F. B. Vaux, 
12mo. 43 6d. 

Days of Harold, a metrical Tale; by J. 
B. Rogers. 8vo. 12s. 

Readings on Poetry; by Miss Edge- 
worth. 18mo. 3s. half-bound. 

Emilia of Lindenau, or the Field of Leip- 
sic; by M. A. Houghton. 12mo, 8s. 

Infancy, or the Economy of Nature, ia 
the Progress of Human Life, a Poem. 8vo. 
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A Hebrew, Latin, and English Diction- 
ary: containing all the Hebrew and Chal- 
dee Words used in the Old Testament, 
including the Proper Names, &c.; the 
whole arranged under one Alphabet: with 
copious Vocabularies, Latin and Hebrew, 
and English and Hebrew; by Joseph Samu- 
el C. F. Frey. 2 vols. 8vyo. 41, 163.—on 
royal paper, 71. 4s. 

The Dictionary of the English Language; 
by Samuel Johnson, LL. D. with numerous 
Corrections, and the Addition of many 
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A Translation of the celebrated Work of 
M. de Pradt, entitled the Congress of Vi- 
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pool, by Lord Kinnaird. 2s. 

Paris revisited in 1815, by Way of Brus- 
sels: including a Walk over the Field of 
Battle at Waterloo; by John Scott, author 
of the Visit to Paris in 1814, and editor of 
the Champion, a political and literary jour- 
nal. 8vo. 12s. 
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of the Poor, at different Periods, and in dif- 
ferent Countries, with Observations on 
Charity, its proper Objects agd Conduct, 
and its Influence on the Welfare of Na- 


tions. 8vo. 6s. 
Relation of the Battle of Mount-Saint- 
Jean. 12mo. 4s. 


Proposals for 2» Economical and Secure 
Currency: with Observations on the Pro- 
fits of the Bank of England, as they regard 
the Public andthe Propropmetors of Bank 
Stock; by David Ricardo, Esq. 8vo. 4s. 6d. 

An Argument on the Case of Marshal 
Ney, with reference to the 12th Article of 
the Convention of Paris, and the Treaty of 
the 20th of November, 1815; by a Barris- 
ter. 8vo. Qs. 

Histoire de l’Origine des Progrés et de 
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la Décadence des diverses Factions, qui 
ont agité la France depuis 1789, jusqu’s 
PAbdication de Napoleon ; par Joseph La. 
valleé, ancien Capitaine d’Infanterie et ay. 
cien Chef de Division a la Grande Chan. 
cellerie de la Legion d’Honneur. 3 yols. 
vo. Ll. 7s 
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preserved in public Repositories and pri. 


vate Collections; by Robert Clutterbuck, of 


Watford, Esq. F. S. A. 
plates. 8. 8s. 

Travels in various Countries of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa; by Edward Daniel 
Clarke, LL.D. Illustrated by numerous 
Engravings. Vol. 1V. 4to. 4l. 14s, 6d, 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue Committee of this Society have grati- 
fied their constituents by the publication of 
Some interesting extracts from their recent 
oorrespondence. We shall be able to find 
room only for an abstract, or for some select 
portions of these extracts. It is with re- 
gret that we find it impossible to admit the 
whole. 


1 A letter from the Rev. H. Lindsay, 
chaplain to the embzssy at Constantinople, 
dated 10th January 1816, gives an account 
ofa visit which he had paid to the seven 
Apocalyptic Churches. He first visited 
Smyrna, but the regular intercourse of 
England with that place, will enable the 
Society, he observes, to procure as accu- 
rate intelligence of its present siate as any 
he can pretend to offer. 


“From the conversations I had with the 
Greek Bishop and his Clergy, as well as 
varions well-informed individuals, Iamled 
to suppose, that, if the population of Smyr- 
na be estimated at 140.000 inhabitants, 
there are from !5to 20,000 Greeks, 6,000 
Armenians, 5,00 Catholics, 140 Protes- 
tanis, and 11,000 Jews. 


«© After Smyrna, the first place I visited 
was Ephesus, or rather (as the site is not 
quite the same) Aiasalick, which consists 
of about fifteen poor cottages. I found 
there but three Christians, two brothers 
whe keep a smail shop, anda gardener. 
They are all three Greeks, and their igno- 


rance is lamentable indeed. In that place, 
which was blessed so long with an Apos. 
tle’s labours, and those of his zealous as. 
sistants, are Christians who have not so 
much as heard of that Apostle, or seem 
only to recognise the name of Paul as ove 
in the calendar of their saints. One of them 
I found able to read a little, and left with 
him the New Testament in ancient and 
modern Greek, which he expressed a 
strong desize to read, and promised me he 
would not only study it himself, but lend 
it to his friends in the neighbouring vil. 
lages. 


“ My next object was to see Laodicea, 
In the road to this, is Guzelhisar, a large 
town, with one church, and about 700 
Christians. In conversing with the Priests 
here, I found them so little acquainted 
with the Bible, or even the New Testa 
ment, in an entire form, that they had no 
distinct knowledge of the books it contain 
ed, beyond the four Gospels, but mentioned 
them indiscriminately, with various idle 
legends and lives of saints 1 have sent 
thither three copies of the Modern Greek 
‘Testament since my return. About three 
miles from Lavcdicea is Denizli, which has 
been styled, but I am inclined to think 
erroneously, the ancient Colosse; it's 
a considerable town, with about 4(0 
Christians, Greeks and Armenians, eacll 
of whom has a church, I regret, ho 
ever, to say, that here also the most ¢ 
travagant tales of miracles, and fabulows 
accounts of angels, saints, and relics, 
had so usurped the place of che Sci) 
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tyres, 28 to render it very difficult to se- 
grate, in their minds, Divine truths from 
human inventions. J felt, that here that un- 
happy time was come, when men should 
‘turn away their ears from the truth, and 
be turned unto fables.’ I had with me some 
copies of the Gospels in ancient Greek, 
which I distributed here, as in some other 
places through which I had passed Eski- 
hisar, close to which are the remains of an- 
cient Laodicea, contains about fifty poor 
inhabitants, in which number are but two 
Christians, who live together in a small 
mill: unhappily, neither could read ; the 
copys therefore, of the New Testament 
which I intended for this church, Lleft with 
that of Denizli, the offspring and poor re- 
mains of Laodicea and Colosse. The prayers 
of the mosque are the only prayers which 
ye heard near the ruins of Laodicea, on 
which the threat seems to have been fully 
executed, in its utter rejection as a church, 


“TI left it for Philadelphia, now Alah- 
shehr, It was gratifying to find at last some 
surviving fruits of early zeal; and here, at 
least, whatever may be lost of the spirit of 
Christianity, there is still the form of a 
Christian church,—this has been kept from 
the hour of temptation which came upon 
all the Christian world ‘There are here 
about 1000 Christians, chiefly Greeks, who, 
for the most part, speak only Turkish : there 
are twenty-five places of public worship, 
five of which are large, regular churches; 
to these there is a resident bishop, with 
twenty inferior clergy. A copy of the 
modern Greek Testament was received by 
the Bishop, with great thankf::Iness. 


‘‘T quitted Alah-shehr, deeply disap. 
pointed at the statement I received there of 
the Church of Sardis I trusted that, in its 
utmost trials, it would not have been suf- 
lered to perish utterly, and I heard with 
surprise, that not a vestige of it remained. 
—With what satisfaction, then, did I find, 
othe plains of Sardis, a smali church 
establishment: the few Christians who 
dwell around modern Sart, were anxious to 
settle there and erect a church, as they 
were in the habit of meeting at each other’s 
houses, for the exercise of religion. From 
this design they were prohibited by Kar 
Osman Oglu, the ‘Turkish governor of the 
istrict, and, in consequence, about five 
years ago, they built a church upon the 
plein, within view of ancient Sardis, and 
there they maintain a priest. The place has 
gtadually risen into a little village, now 
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called Tatar-keny ; thither the few Chris- 
tians of Sart, who amount to seven, and 
those in its immediate vicinity, resort for 
public worship, and form together a con- 
gregation of about forty. There appears 
then still a remnant, ‘a few names, even in 
Sardis,’ -which have been preserved. J can- 
not repeat theexpressions of gratitude with 
which they received a copy of the New 
Testament in a language with which they 
were familiar. Several crowded about the 
priest, to hear it on the spot; and 1 left 
them thus engaged. 


‘© Ak-hisar, the ancient. Thyatira, is said 
tocontain about $0,000 inhabitants, of whom 
300U are Christians, all Greeks, except 
about 200 Armenians. There is, however, 
but one Greek church, and one Armenian, 
The superior of the Greek church, to whom 
I presented the Romaic Testament, esteem- 
ed it so great a treasure that he earnestly 
pressed me, if possible, to spare another, 
that one might be secured to the clinrch, 
and free from accidents, while the other 
went round among the people, for their pri- 
vate reading. I have therefore, since my 
return hither, sent him four copies. 


“The Church of Pergamos, in respect 
to numbers, may be said to flourish still in 
Bergamo. Thetown is less than Ak-hisar, 
but the number of Christians ts about as 
great, the proportion of Armenians to 
Greeks nearly the same, and each nation 
also has one church. The bishop of the 
district, who occasionally resides there, was 
at that time absent; and I experienced, 
with deep regret, that the resident clergy 
were totally incapable of estimating the 
gift T intended them ; I therefore delivered 
the Testament to the lay vicar of the bishop, 
at his urgent request, he having assured 
me, that the bishop would highly prize so 
valuable an acquisition to the church ; he 
seemed much pleased that the benighted 
state of his nation had excited the attention 
of strangers, 


“ Thus I have left, at least, one copy of 
the unadulterated word of God, at each of 
the seven Asiatic Churches of the Apo- 
calypse, and I trust they are not utterly 
thrown away : but, whoever may plant, it 
is God only who can give the increase; and 
from his goodness, we may hope, they will, 
in due time, bring forth fruit * some thirty, 
some sixty, and some a hundred fold !? ” 


®. Pastor Haygman, of Stockholm, has 
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published a pamphlet, which shews that, 
previously to the establishment of a Bible 
Society in Sweden, not one out of eighty 
among the poorer classes had a copy uf the 
Scriptures. 


3. At the second anniversary of the Rus- 
sian Bible Society, Prince Galitzin address- 
ed the meeting in a striking speech of 
which we can only give a sentence or two. 
«© The number of zealous promoters of the 
dissemination of the word of God,” he ob- 
serves, “increases; and, where there !s 
sincerity in the sowers, there never will be 
a want of the Divine blessing upon the seed. 
The number of those who thirst to read and 
to hear the Divine word, increases also. 
What can be more encouraging ? The hus- 
bandman may sometimes be in want of rain, 
or sunshine, or even of seed itself; but, to 
the sowers of the word of God, of all things, 
surely, a prepared soil is most desirable, 
because their seed never fails, their spirit- 
ual sun never sets, and the heavenly show- 
ers are never withheld.” “ We have to la- 
ment,” he adds, “that the number of Bibles, 
in our own language, has not yet increased 
according to the demands for them. Provi- 
dence, in rapidly promoting our undertak- 
ings for the good of other nations, appears, 
thereby, to excite our zeal towards this de- 
partment. However, inthe Report which 
is now to be read, the Society will observe, 
that all the means which it was in our power 
to use for augmenting the number of Sla- 
vonian Bibles have been employed ; and the 
completion of the editions undertaken, will, 
it is hoped, greatly relieve the scarcity. 
Only, let not our zeal fail, rather let it in- 
crease, that we may continue to be ready 
instruments in the hands of Him who com- 
manded the Gospel to be preaclied to every 
creature ; and has enabled us, by means of 
a part of our substance, to extend the 
preaching of the werd of life, to the ends 
of the earth.” 


4. Of the annual general meeting, Mr. 
Paterson writes that it was a very interest. 
ing one. ‘ That which most attracted my 
attention was, the motley company, from 
many different nations, and some of them 
in their national costumes. I was particu- 
larly pleased with a company of Greeks 
from the ancient Macedonia, Prince Ypsi- 
tanti, and his suite. They are all fine, 
lively looking men, and seemed worthy to 
be the descendants of the Church of Phi- 
lippi. Our Committee and Society felt as 
kdid; and the Prince was chosen as one 
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of our Vice-Presidents. that he meh: help 
us in our endeavours to assist His Coun ry. 
men. He and all ‘is suite, with a: caver. 
ness and liberality which -eminded me of 
the beautiful description, (Pail, iv, 1)~18,) 
put down their names as subscribers « cup 
Society Paul’s promise, m regard to 
them, (verse 19) will, I bope. soon he fyi. 
filled in allitsextent ‘ibey are in need of 
the Word of Life; and, by the help of 
God, they shall soon have it. Although, in. 
cluding the Tartar, (which we have now 
resolved to print at the Scottish Missionary 
Press, in the South of Russia.) and the 
Greek, (for which we expect seon to re. 
ceive stereotype plates from Loncon,) the 
Russian Bible Society ts printing, at pre. 
sent, in fifteen ditferent languages; this 
will not sop our ear to tie call from the 
South, especially from Moidavia and Wal. 
lachia. The remova) of a part of ‘he scot. 
tish Mission to Astrachan, with their print. 
ing-press, is an important step for our So. 
ciety. This place ts the Calcutta of Russ:a, 
and we mean to make it the Serampore of 
the South. We are arranging matters with 
Government for the establishment of their 
printing-office there; and you will soon 
hear of the waters of life flowing cut from 
this city, to water all the surrounding re. 
gions, and render them fruitful as the gar- 
den of the Lord. Another division of th: 
Mission is on its way for Arensburg, in the 
island of Vesel, a place of equal importance 
for us, and which opens to us a most exten- 
sive field.” 


5. On the 14th September, a meeting was 
held in the cityof New Tscherkask, inorder 
to promate the formation of the Dor Cos. 
sack Branch of the Kussian Bible Society, 
The Meeting declared their consent, leaving 
it to the Hettman to make the necessary ar- 
rangements. In consequence, it was far- 
ther resolved to send orders to all the dif- 
ferent departments of the Cossack Govern. 
ment, with proper explanations to the 
officers and Cossacks, in order to obtain 
pecuniary aid by annual subscriptions and 
donations. 


6. The Rev. R. Pinkerton, in a letter 
from St. Petersburg, Dec. 11, 0.5 1815, 
thus writes ;—“The Emperor is now return: 
ed to his capital, to shed blessings, I trust, 
spiritual, as well as temporal, on the heads 
of his numerous subjects. Our noble Pre- 
sident informed me, yesterday, that his 
majesty had already spoken with him about 
the Bible Society,—had expressed great J°! 
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atits prosperity, begged the Prince to pro- 
mote its interest to the utmost of his power, 
and promised every assistance on his part. 
His majesty even added, that he spake 
from personal knowledge of the value and 
ytility of the holy Scriptures. The subject 
has received that consideration from the 
Emperor’s mind which its importance de- 
served, and has produced that conviction 
which stimulates to action. Its claims are 
founded on principles which Russians una- 
simously recognise ; and hence it is, that 
the more attention it excites, the greater 
gre its conquests in every quarter of the 
empire. At present, the Bible Society is 
tie frequent subject of conversation in 
almost every circle in this great metro- 
polis.” 


7.A Danish Bible Society has been es- 
tablished in the metropolis, upon the prin- 
ciples of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
cicty. The meeting was held on the 22d 
oi last May, and was numerously attended 
by ministers of state, and gentlemen high 
inecclesiastical, civil, and military office, 
together with a great number of the most 
respectable citizens. The Bishop of Zea- 
land opened the meeting with a speech, 
which has been printed. «The plan of the 
Society is to assist the poor of the realm 
with the holy Scriptures, entirely gratis, 
t» enable others to purchase them at a 
very moderate price, and in the same way 
to provide for the wants of Greenland, the 
islands of Faroe, and the Danish West- 
India islands With respect to Iceland, 
the beneficence of the British Society has 
fully supplied that country with the holy 
Scriptures. One of the first undertakings 
will be to give a specimen of the New Tes- 
tament in the dialect of the Fardese 
islands: and Bishop Miinter hopes to suc- 
ceed in obtaining a translation of some 
books of the New Testament in the lan- 
guage which prevails about the Danish 
furts in Guinea. 


8. The Swedish Bible Society possesses, 
as patron, the Sovereign ; as first member, 
his royal highness the crown prince; as 
honorary members, many of the highest 
officers of the state; and the number of its 
annual members amounts to 300 persons of 
all classes. The crown prince has bestow. 
ed upon the Society a gift of 2,400 rix-dol- 
lars, Banco; and the other members, en- 
couraged by this high example, are not 
low in contributing, every one his mite, 
By the donations already received, the So- 
ciety is enabled to procure, without loss of 
‘me, a large edition of the whole Bible in 
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Swedish ; and necessary measures, to this 
effect, have been adopted in the sister- 
kingdom, Norway, a foundatien ts also taid 
for a Bible Society, whose establishment 
the Crown Prince, has promoted, by a do- 
nation of 6,600 rix-dollars. The enlight- 
ened clergy of Norway, and many of its 
reflecting inhabitants, have evinced the 
sincerest zeal for the advancement and 
accomplishment of this institution. 


9. From the Fourth Report of the Cal- 
cutta Auxiliary Bible Society, it appears, 
that the two thousand Cingalese Testa- 
ments, printed at Serampore for the use of 
the native Christians of Ceylon, have reach- 
ed the place of their destination; together 
with between eight and nine hundred [a- 
mul Testaments, transmitted to the Co- 
lombo Society, for the converts who are 
conversant with that language ;* the resi- 
due of the 5000 copies of the Tamul New 
Testament, printed fur this Society, ave 
been sent to Madras, for distribution in the 
southern parts of the Peninsula. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


This Society held its last anniversary 
meeting on the 15th of May, his royal high- 
ness the Duke of Gloucester in the chair, 
The Report announced, that Lord Palmer- 
ston, the secretary at war, admiral Lord Ex- 
mouth, and lieutenant-general Sir H Oxkes, 
Bart. had been added to the list of vice- 
presidents. Copies of the Scriptures had 
been distributed to both the land and sea 
forces at numerous stations both at liome 
and abroad : 2413 Bibles and 2495 ‘Testa- 
ments had been issued ; and instances were 
not wanting of the most pleasing effects 
produced by the word of God thus dispers- 
ed. The warmest acknowledgments had 
been received from various quarters. The 
troops at New South Wales added to their 
thanks a donation of twenty pounds. Many 
soldiers had applied for Bibles at cost 
prices; and at Besancon, prior to the 
peace of Paris, such a desire was excited 
for the word of God that upwards of twenty 
manuscript copies of the New Testament 
had actually been made by our soldiers in 
prison at that place. Besides individual 
distribution, the Committee have been 
anxious to place copies of the Scriptures in 





* The number of native Christians, on 
the Island of Ceylon, who speak the Ta- 
mul language, is computed to be 45,000 
of whom 25,000 are supposed to be Roman 
Catholics, and 20,000 Protestants. 
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places where they would at all times be 
open to the perusal of the men. Accord- 
ingly, in many of our ships, and in many of 
the depots and barracks, to the amount of 
5318 copies of the Scriptures have been 
placed in situations where they are at all 
times aceessible. The funds of the Society 
have received 250/. from congregational 
collections; 100/ from the Renfrewshire 
Bible Society ; 354 from the Scarborough 
Bible Society; 20/. from the St. Helena 
Bible Society ; 20/. 5s. 9d. by contributions 
ef a penny and upwards from Swepston, 
Atherston, and Blenheim; and 149/. 2s. 
8 1-2d. from sailors and soldiers, collec- 
tively or individually. The net receipts 
have been 1153/. 8s. S5d.; but the payments, 
1784/. Os. 6d. 


The Committee proposes, with a view to 
the increased efficiency of the Society, that 
Local Committees should be established at 
the chief naval and military stations in 
Great Britain and its dependences, to in- 
sure a more regular supply of Bibles to 
ships and regiments. 


From the correspondence inserted inthe 
Appendix, we will make two or three ex- 
tracts. 


‘© Ist June, 1814. 

‘“‘The Kildare, an Irish regiment, are 
waiting here for embarkation, and have re- 
peatedly applied to me for Bibles; 1 have 
supplied them from the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, as far as | can consis- 
tently with my duty as agent to that So- 
ciety, from whom I had permission to sup- 
ply the Irish regiments gratis, to a certain 
extent. Many are still soliciting Bibles of 
me, some of whom are Catholics, and ex- 
press a great desire to read the Scriptures; 
one young man read the Testament through 


ina day. 


“1 find that the regiment has not been 
supplied with Bibles from your Society. 
Will you, then, my dear sir, permit me to 
solicit the usual supply for 276 men, the 
present number of the regiment; and, if 
not incompatible with the rules of your So- 
ciety, I would distribute the supply among 
those men who appear most deserving, and 
most disposed to make a good use of a 
Bible ; as I suppose the regiment will be 
disbanded when they return home, and the 
Bibles otherwise will be useless. 


“It will give you pleasure to hear that 
numbers of the men belonging to the diffe- 
rent Irish militia regiments have, previ- 
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ously to their leaving this place, Purchased 
Bibles of me to take home with them. for 
themselves, and as presents to their chi). 
dren; saying, when they asked me for 
them, ‘I do not know any thing 1} can take 
so well to my boy or girl at home, for 9 
present, as a Bible or Testament.’ Thyg 
sir, that God who has moved the hearts of 
the great ones to furnish the Bible, has 
inclined the hearts of the poor to read jt” 


‘7th June, 1814. 

“T received your order for Bibles for the 
Kildare, and have this morning had the 
pleasure of distributing them. The ser- 
jeant to whose care I delivered them, gave 
me the names of the men, among whom 
were many Catholics, who were eager to 
see the Scriptures: he told me that one to 
whom I had given a Bible expressed great 
delight in reading it: he had never read 
such a book before, he said, and was asto. 
nished at its contents. Another Catholic 
observed, that he liked the religion of the 
Protestants, because they gave Bibles 
away: there was no trick or craft in their 
religion: they did not wish to keep it to 
themselves, or make a gain of it. 


“Will you permit me to solicit an order 
for the Kilkenny, many of whom express 
an earnest desire for the Scriptures, and 
very unwillingly left the house this morn. 
ing without them ?—Bibles are very scarce 
among even the Protestants in some parts 
of Ireland The sergeant of the Kildare 
told me, that in the town where be lives, 
when at home, a Testament would be re- 
ceived quite as a curiosity. 


‘* The number of men in the Kilkennyis | 


599. Lhope, sir, you will not deem this 
fresh application troublesome : perhaps it 
is of still more importance, and may be 
productive of more extensive good, to cit 
culate the Bible among the Irish than 
among the English soldiers.” 


“15th June, 1814. 
‘1 received the box of Bibles and Tes- 
taments safe last week, and am now ¢l- 
gaged in distributing them. I do not find 
the small Bibles so acceptable to the men 
as the large, as many of them are old men, 
and some their sight bad. They received 

them with great gratitude and pleasure. 


1 have this morning received an appli: 
cation from the Kerry militia, who are ™ 
the same barracks, and who likewise ¢%- 
press a great desire for the Scriptures 
The whole strength of the regiment is 150. 
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« Between thirty and forty Catholics 
have, at their own earnest request, received 
pibies in tue Kildare, and are, | hear, dili- 
gently reading them and conversing about 


them. 


« Some in the Kilkenny have also taken 
Bibles, and a few inthe Kerry wish for 
them ; I hope many may be induced to read 
them. I have argued with several Catho- 
lics on the duty and propriety of reading 
the Scriptures; I hope with effect,‘ as they 
have always assented to what I said. 


“| feel almost ashamed of again solicit- 
ing an order; but a firm conviction that 
your Society wishes to do good, and my own 
sanguine hopes and fervent desires that 
svod may be done, prompt me to apply. 


“Ireland, I hope, will be the better for 
the expenditure of your‘ funds, and the 
most important emancipation procured—an 
emancipation from moral and religious er- 
wor, and a participation of Divine light and 
truth.” 


“ 3d April, 1815. 

“ The good effect produced on some of 
the soldiers by an. attentive reading of the 
Scriptures is visible, not only in a reforma- 
tion of morals (which makes them better 
soldiers), but some of them feel their need 
ofa Redeemer, and are earnestly seeking 
their salvation through the mediation of 
their crucified Saviour; and, as a proof of 
their sincerity, have contributed their 
mites, viz.: If. 8s. which they humbly 
hope you will please to accept, as a grate- 
fulacknowledgment for their Bibles and 
Testaments.” 


Since the above Report was made, the 
tational thanksgiving day, appointed for 
the restoration of peace, gave an appropri- 
ate opportunity of urging the claims of the 
Naval and Military Bible Society on the 
liberality of the public; and the appeal, we 
rust, has not been in vain. From the cir- 
tular statement published by the Commit- 
eon this occasion, we shall make only 
one extract : it is part of the letter of a 
Military officer, 


“In going through the sick wards of the 
royal hospital at -, 1 found the wound. 
‘d Waterloo-men most happy to take the 
Testaments. At first I went with about a 
dozen in my pocket ; and I was so gratified 
with the reception they met with, that I 
vent to my quarters for more, and return- 
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ed soon after with two dozen :—by this time 
it was known among them all that an offi- 
cer had been giving away the Scriptures; 
and when I made my second appearance, 
even the men who were severely wounded 
attemped to get out of bed, for fear of be- 
ing passed over, so great was the demand 
for the books: many with dreadful wounds 
did so ; in particular a young soldier of the 
1st dragoon guards, with nine wounds in 
his body, and quite languid; who, when 
he received the book, could not hold it; I 
therefore made another of the guards sit 
by his bed-side and read to him. This 
pleasing account willshew to the Commit- 
tee the desire of the wounded for that 
Book which tells them of that ‘ Tree, the 
leaves of which are for the healing of the 
nations.’ ” 


FOREST OF DEAN, 


The Royal Forest of Dean, in the county 
of Gloucester, a waste tract of upwards of 
20,000 acres, has no church in it, nor any 
means of religious instruction expressly 
provided for the use of its inhabitants. 
These, consisting ehiefly of Miners and 
Colliers, partly from their secluded situa- 
tion between the rivers Severn and Wye, 
partly from the nature of their employ- 
ments, and partly from the distance of 
great numbers of them from the parish 
churches adjoining the Forest, have hitber- 
to been too generally living in the neglect 
of moral and religious duties. Few have 
been used to observe*the Sabbath, still 
fewer to attend the churches on the bor- 
ders ; and the ignorance naturally accompa- 
nying such a state has not failed to produce 
a corresponding effect on the life and con- 
duct. Anxious to ameliorate, at least, the 
rising generation, I, the Rev. H. Berkin, 
curate of Mitcheldean, on the north-east of 
the Forest, opened a Sunday-school for the 
Foresters’ Children, several hundreds of 
whom, at length, came to receive educa- 
tion and religious instruction in a building 
erected for this sole purpose. Further 
particulars will be found in the First Re- 
port of the National Society for the Educa- 
tion of the Poor. His next attempt was 
with the parents. Finding that few, by 
comparison, attended public worship, he 
visited them in their cottages, to read and 
explain the Bible ; a plan which he was led 
to adopt from the particular situation of the 
Foresters, destitute of churches or minis- 
ters whom they could properly call their 
own. In these pastoral visits, made on dii- 
ferent evenings, in different places, and in 
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which he usually spent two hours in read- 
ing and practically explaining the holy 
Scriptures, he sometimes had 200 persons 
present at one time; and it 1s calculated, 
on the whole, that 800, a: different times, 
thus came under instruction; and many 
instances occurred of reformation, which 
evinced itself in the desire to possess the 
Bibie and Common Prayer Book, and by a 
change in the moral character. At one 
of ihe places which he ts accustomed to 
visit, where the heat and crowd have at 
times been almost insufferable, the colliers, 
aided by two or three neighbouring far- 
mers, offered to build a large room, for 
the better accommodation of greater num- 
bers) This, for obvious reasons, was de- 
clined; but it led him earnestly to wish 
that the Foresters might be more imme- 
diately brought within the pale of the Esta- 
blist:ment, and, by regular attendance on a 
church appropriated to themselves, be 
made acquainted with the Bible and with 
that admirable Liturgy to which too many 
of them are now strangers. With the con- 
currence of the bishop of the diocese, a 
memorial and plan have been laid before 
Government, with an offer, that, if the 
needful fund for building a church and par. 
sonage-house could be provided, Mr. Ber- 
kin would give up his present curacy,* and 
serve the new church without any farther 
em:lument than the endowment necessary 
for its consecration, The measure has the 
approbation of Government, who will grant 
five acres of land in the Forest for this 
purpose, being all that is allowed by Act 
of Parliament, and will also give such 
other aid as circumstances may allow. For 
the completion of the plan, he looks to the 
liberality of ‘he public ; in confidence that, 
when the case is known, the application 
will not be in vain An accurate survey 
has been made, and from 250 to 300 cot- 
tages, contaming from 1200 to 1500 souls, 
found on extra-parochial ground, all within 
a reasonable distance of the intended spot. 
Phe sum requisite for building the church 
and parsonage-house will not exceed 25001. 
On the other extremity of the Forest, near 
Monmouthshire, the Rev. P. M. Procter, 
vicar of Newland, has been unwearied in 
his endeavours to benefit the inhabitants 
of the Forest on that side. By the kind 
assistance of Government and others, a 





* He has lately been obliged to leave 
Mitcheldean for an adjoming curacy. The 
Sunday School has, in consequence, been 
discontinued; but, if a church were built, 
Would be resumed. 
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chapel has been built in that pa 
Forest, for the double purpose df % ote, 
room for the children, and a place of Divine 
worship for those whom age or infirmities 
might hinder from attending Newland 
church ; for which latter purpose it was 
licensed by the bishop of the diocese. ‘The 
distance, however, being about eight 
miles, no advantage can be derived from 
it to the population on the north-east, o¢ 
Herefordshire side, who are equally, if 
not More, numerous, and stand in like need 
of instruction.—Mr. Berkin therefore gojj. 
cits subscriptions, however small, in aid 
of this work, that the building may be 
commenced as early as circumstances wil! 
permit. 


The proposed plan has already been ho. 
noured with the following names as sub. 
scribers, viz. 


Earl of Liverpool - . - £31 10 
Right Hon. N. Vansittart - 31 10 
Right Rev. Bishop of Durham 20 0 
Hon. and Rt. Rey. Bishop of 

Gloucester - - - 2100 
Lord Kenyon - . - - 25 0 0 
Lord Calthorpe -. - - 21 0 Q 
Miss Vansittart - : - 10 10 0 
Mrs Rawston, Bedford-row - 1010 0 
A Friend . : - - $ $0 
Mrs. B. Bridges, Red-lion-sq. 20 0 0 
J Bridges, Esq. - - - 220 
A Friend, by ditto - - a So 
Rev. J. Pratt - - - -1 10 
C G. Thornton, Esq. Russell. 

square - - - - 10 0 0 
P. L. Chance, Esq. Gower- 

street . - - - ee 
Sir f. Baring, Bart. - - 21 00 
A Lady, per ditto - - 200 
D. Braithwaite, Esq. - - 200 
See +! oe! Eee 
Joshua Watson, Esq. Mark- 

lane - - - - 21 0 0 
Jawes Powell, Esq Clapton - 21 0 0 
William Davis, Esq. Layton - 10 10 0 
Rev. H. H. Norris, Hackney - 10 10 0 
Rev. D. Wilson - ees 
Rev. H. Obins - - a Z93S 
Thomas Hankey, Esq. ~ - 21 0 0 
Rev. J. Natt, Oxford ° 5 0 0 


Donations will be gratefully received by 
Messrs Hoares, Bankers, Fleet-strect; 
Messrs Martins,Bankers, Lombard-street, 
Messrs. Rivingtons, Book-sellers,St Paul’s- 
church-yard; Mr. Hatchard, Bookseller, 
Piccadilly ; and by the Rev. H. Berkiy 
Weston, near Gloucester. 
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VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


Tug history of the past month furnishes 
pardly any topic of interest which is net 
comprised in the proceedings of the British 
parliament. We have been alarmed, in- 
Jeed, by rumours of conspiracies and com- 
motions in France; and we have no doubt 
that there exists in that country an exten- 
sive and deep rooted disaffection to the 
fourbon rule ; but it does not appear that 
that disaffection has manifested itself by 
any regularly-organized plot to overthrow 
the government, or by any serious tumul- 
tuary movements. Our fears arise chiefly 
fram the eventual exasperation likely to be 
produced by the intemperate measures 
which the more violent royalists seem dis- 
posed to adopt, with a view to remould 
both the church and state according to the 
model which it exhibited immediately an- 
terior to the Revolution. Ihe day is past 
in which such an attempt is practicable; 
and if any encouragement should be given 
to it by the king, or if he should not firmly 
aid decidedly resist and suppress it, his 
own throne will probably be involved in 
the convulsion which it will cause. In the 
mean time, considerable attention is paid 
to the subject of education; and although 
aspirit of hostility, not unlike to that which 
has shewn itself among many of our high 
cuurchmen in this country against the Lan- 
casterian system of education, has begun 
to appear among the Romish hierarchy in 
France against the new system there pur- 
sued, because it has \been introduced and 
is superintended by Protestants; yet we 
have no doubt that there, as here, the mass 
ofthe people will be gainers by the com- 
petition Which is likely to be thus produced. 


A message from the prince regent has 
anounced to both houses of parliament 
the intended marriage of the Princess Char- 
lotte of Wales with Prince Leopold of Saxe 
Cobourg. The communication appeared 
to be received with universal satisfaction, 
and an establishment of 60,000/. per annum 


has been unanimously voted for their house- 
hold, 


The debates in parliament have turned 
wiefly on two points—the renewal of the 
property tax, and the extent of our peace 
‘tablishment. The country appeared very 
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generally to feel that the property tax 
ought not to continue in time of peace; 
and numerous petitions against its conti- 
nuance were laid on the tables of both 
houses of parliament. Ministers, however, 
determined not to relinquish it; and ac- 
cordingly its renewal for two years was 
proposed by them to the house of commons 
on the 18th inst. Contrary, however, to 
the general expectation, they failed in their 
attempt, the proposai being negatived by a 
majority of 37; 201 voting for it, and 238 
against it. 


As a measure of relief to the agricultural 
interest, ministers have announced their 
intention of giving up that part of the malt 
tax which was imposed as a war tax, and 
which amounted to about two millions, To 
make up for this deficiency, together with 
that of the five percent. property tax which 
was to have been retained, it is now in- 
tended to raise a loan of eight millions. 
We cannot help hoping that a much more 
effectual substitute will be found in the 
diminished rate of our peace expenditure ; 
particularly in that branch of it which re- 
spects our military establishments, and 
which appears to many wise and loyal men, 
as well as to ourselves, to have been fram- 
ed ona scale greatly beyond our present 
exigencies. 


The only other subject 6f parliamentary 
discussion which we shall notice, is that 
of the measure proposed for rendering the 
abolition of the slave trade effectual, and 
for rectifying some of the abuses existing 
in our West India islands—we mean the 
bill for establishing a Registry of Slaves in 
our slave colonies. This measure has not 
yet been formally introduced into parlia- 
ment. But in the house of lords, Lord 
Grenville, in moving for some papers, cal- 
culated to throw light on the state of the 
Negro population in the West Indies, took 
occasion to open to the house his general 
views of this great question. We give his 
lordships speech, nearly as it stands in the 
Times news-paper of the 23d instant. 


‘¢ Their lordships,” he said, ‘* had done 
much by the act abolishing the trade in 
slaves by importation into the colonies 
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from Africa, and by this means laid the 
foundation of all further measures on that 
subject. His object now was, to bring be- 
fore the house such information as could be 
procured relative to the effect of this mea- 
sure on the West Indies, and particularly 
on the condition of that unhappy race of 
beings for whose benefit it was chiefly de- 
signed. It was highly desirable now that 
their lordships should learn whether the 
predictions of those who augured only evil 
from the measure had been verified; or 
whether the more sanguine hopes of those 
who had viewed the matter in a very dif- 
ferent light had not been fulfilled; and 
whether important benefits had not result- 
ed from it, not only to the cause of huma- 
nity, but even to the agricultural and com- 
mercial interests of the West Indies. Per- 
hans theirlordships might think, that when 
parliament was overwhelmed with other 
business of the highest consequence, it was 
not expedient to be calling for papers 
merely to gratify curiosity ; but his motion 
was also intended for a practical purpose. 
Their lordships had, indeed, done great 
good by preventing importations of slaves 
from Africa, but they had not done the 
whole of their duty. He did not wish, at 
present, to raise any question on the sub- 
ject of legislative interference with the in- 
ternal concerns of the colonies: but as to 
the abstract right of the British parliament 
to interfere, he considered it as perfectly 
clear on every ground, both of principle 
and of practice, ever since the colonies had 
been settled. The only qualification of this 
right was in the laying of taxes for the pur- 
pose of raising revenue: but even that right 
of exemption from the control of the Bri- 
tish parliament rested on an act of that 
parliament, which therefore might, like 
any other act, be repealed by the authority 
by which it had been passed. But while 
he asserted that right in its broadest ex- 
tent, noone could be more anxious to avoid 
all undue and vexatious or captious inter- 
ference in practice : no one could be more 
disposed to continue to the colonies every 
advantage which by custom and usage they 
enjoyed.—Their lordships could not but 
feel that there was, in the circumstances 
of our colonial policy, one subject on which 
the house had already declared itself—one 
subject on which it heard the concurrent 
voice of humanity and justice-—one subject 
on which it had received the congratula- 
tions of the country and of all good men— 
the amelioration of the condition of slavery 
by the abolition of the slave trade. We 


had in our West-India islands more than 
halfa million of persons placed in a situa- 
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tion in which no other British sub; 
nsbncalt ject 
was placed—in a situation where thei 
happiness lay at the disposal of ittinn 
to an extent not experienced by the sub, 
jects of any other state—to an exten 
not felt by the lowest class in this coun 
try—but placed there by the Permission 
of our laws, and under the sanction of 
the legislature. Though their condition 
was such as called loudly for relief, and ap. 
pealed to the interfereice of humanity, it 
was complicated with such circumstances 
that the intended relief and interference, 
if not wisely administered, might not only 
endanger the lives and properties of those 
who held them in bondage, but the exist. 
ence and safety of these unfortunate bein 
themselves, Expressing, therefore, a hope 
and desire that, as society improved, their 
condition might be’ gradualiy ameliorated 
—that they might gradually rise into a state 
of greater consideration, and arrive at the 
enjoyment of those rights and liberties 
which were enjoyed by the least favoured 
classes—those classes that partook of the 
smaliest portion of freedom—we should 
consider what could be done to secure their 
protection, and to accelerate their improve. 
ment. We owed it to our own character, 
to our own Consistency, to take care of the 
interests ofa people whom we had already 
manifested such a desire of protecting, and 
for the bettering of whose condition the 
legislature of this country had proceeded 
60 far. There should, however, be no pre- 
cipitation in the enactments to be made: 
he wished the heuse to view the subject 
with a full sense of its difficulty and impor- 
tance. If it was true that protection ought 
to be extended to the Black population of 
our colonies—if it were merciful to endea- 
vour an amelioration of their state, it should 
be considered how our humanity could be 
most effectually exercised, and how we 
could guard against evil while we attempt: 
ed todo good. He had no hesitation in 
saying, that the first step in this great 
work was the prevention of any accession 
to the numbers already in slavery by fresh 
importation—or, in other words, the com- 
plete execution of the abolition act. He 
always looked to regulation as the conse- 
qtience of abolition, and not to abolition as 
the consequence of regulation The Bri- 
tish parliament had lent its sanction to the 
great and glorious measure of the com- 
plete abolition of the trade: it now be- 
hoved it to enact such regulations, or (0 
enforce those already enacted in such 4 
manner, as would render any further exer 
cise of it impossible. The first object of 
the abolitionists was, to cut off the chance 
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of fresh supply—to guard against any new 
sacrifice of human liberty—to prevent the 
accumulation of misery, and, by those 
means, to raise the value and to ameliorate 
the conditicn of those who had previously 
heen imported as slaves, or reduced to that 
Jegrading condition in our colonies. And 
jee he was happy to say they had had the 
restimony in favour of the results of the 
sbolition—not of the friends of the mea- 
gure, not of thase who advanced it with all 
their endeavours, not of those who looked 
fyward to its attainment as the object of 
their wishes and exertions, but—of those 
yho at first opposed it, or who looked upon 
its accomplishment as a very equivocal ad- 
vantage, and who had only surrendered 
their opinions to the evidence of facts and 
experience. He was happy, in short, to 
have had the testimony of its enemies in 
four of the great good it had produced. 
Thus encouraged by the success of our 
former labours in the cause of humanity, 
we night proceed with greater courage to 
the performance of that part of our duty 
which still remained, and rely with greater 
conidence on the final attainment of our 
object. He felt convinced that multifarious 
and glorious fruits would spring from this 
one great political act of the abolition, if 
carried into complete effect by auxiliary 
regulations,—-that it would not only limit 
the mass of slavery, and prevent the acces- 
sionof misery, but would ultimately remedy 
the evils whick a contrary system had en- 
gndered, and terminate in the great 
change which the friends of liberty and hu. 
manity anticipated. Our first object, while 
we entertained these hopes, should be to 
provide such measures as would ascertain 
demonstration the results of the aboli- 
tion, and shew whether it produced the 
elects anticipated, in increasing the num- 
vers as well as improving the condition of 
he Black population. If there was such 
increase as was predicted, and that in- 
‘tease was proved to result from the opera- 
tion of the rea! principle of the law, and not 
mm its evasion, then it would be gratify- 
ng to the feelings of those who were 
inendly to it, and mankind would per- 
ceive the benefits of wise legislative imer- 
erence. If, on the other hand, there had 
been any check on this increase, and if the 
hipes of the abolitionists were to be dis- 
apointed, it would be still more important 
know to what that disappointment was 
Wing—-—-whether it proceeded from the 
tvasion of the law—or, if the law was not 
‘taded, whether there were not peculiar 
“cumstances connected with its opera- 
ton that prevented it from producing all 
he good to which its tendency was direct- 
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ed. Ifthe law was, as he hoped it would 
be, enforced with proper effect, and with 
the desire of producing the greatest good, 
its execution should be watched in every 
place, in every establishment, in the small. 
est as wellas the largest ; the government, 
the house, and the country resting con- 
vinced that the measure could only be use- 
ful when universally executed. If there 
was in the whole of our colonies one point 
neglected—if there was one inlet to fresh 
supplies unguarded—if the law of the abo- 
lition were in the slightest degree evaded, 
no advantage could result from its opera- 
tion. All the evils of slavery would be 
again felt—fresh importation, fresh suffer- 
ings, fresh horrors, fresh mortality, would be 
again exper:enced.—The abolition act, he 
thought, might be made completely effec- 
tive,and the recurrence of all these evils pre- 
vented by a bill, which he would introduce, 
for the registration of slaves in our colo- 
nies. Such a register would not only shew 
the increase or the decrease of the Black 
population in their numbers, but would 
ascertain such facts as numbers alone could 
not furnish. Supposing an increase, it was 
evident that the simple fact might be ex- 
plained in two ways,—either from fresh 
importation by an evasion of the law, or 
from native procreation, The register 
would ascertain which of these was the 
case. Ifa doubt existed of the evasion of 
the law, the register would shew when it 
took place, and the owner of the person 
unjustly reduced to slavery would be pre- 
vented from reaping the fruits of his in- 
justice and breach of duty. An objection 
might be suggested to such a measure, 
that such a law would be equivalent toa 
penal statute. He could not understand 
the application of a penal law to whole 
communities. Such alaw as he proposed 
would not be a penal, but only a preventive 
law: its object was to prevent crimes, not 
to punish them ; it did not require a proof 
of their commission to justify its enact- 
ment, but a probability that they would be 
committed. The noble baron begged the 
house to remember, that when the measure 
of the abolition was before their lordships, 
it was alleged against its passing, that it 
would be totally ineffective ; that no law 
could prevent the importation of slaves 
clandestinely, if the open trade were pro- 
hibited ; and that all the power of govern- 
ment could not prevent smuggling after 
the lawful traffic was ended. Such rea- 
soning and avowals were sufficient to ex- 
cite the jealousy of the friends to the abo- 
lition, and to induce them to secure its 
execution by every auxiliary enactment, 
like the present, which they should think 
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requisite. It would be to shut our eyes to 
what was happening or had happened—to 
what had taken place or would take place 
—not to adopt provisions similar to those 
implied in the measure of registration. 
He rested its necessity on the impossibility 
of any other precaution producing the 
wished-for effect. In the great archipe- 
lago of islands where our possessions lay, 
it would be practicable, under any system 
of vigilance and precaution, to import 
slaves from one island to another. Now 
that peace was established, the facilities of 
smuggling would be incalculably increased. 
Although we might prevent importation 
from Africa, we could not so easily shut 
our possessions against a fresh supply from 
the colonies of our neighbours in the same 
archipelago. Secondly, during war our 
vessels exercised a right of search which 
they would not now be justified in claiming. 
If a ship were proceeding to the colony of 
any friendly power, we had now no right 
to stop it, though in a short time its cargo 
might be landed on our own plantations. 
There were two powers in Europe that had 
not given any pledge of a desire to discon- 
tinue this nefarious traffic, and there were 
free ports in the West-Indies for discharg- 
ing their cargoes. He would not trouble 
the house at any greater length on the 
subject, although, by referring to our lately 
acquired possessions on the coast of South 
America, there might be additional argu- 
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ments found for the measure he wag p. 
commending. The next point to be ed. 
verted to, was the source whence the 
necessary regulation should originate.» 
should emanate from the British parlig. 
ment, and should not be left to the discre. 
tion of the local legislatures. The British 
parliament would proceed to the conside. 
ration of what was just and expedient, dig. 
regarding prejudice, and observing a dig. 
nified moderation. If the object could have 
been attained without our interference, he 
was willing to allow that our interference 
should vot have been pressed. The legis. 
lative authorities for the whole empire 
should only offer to originate measures 
when it was proved that by no other mode 
they could be enacted. For the purpose 
of putting the house in possession of the 
infurmation requisite to the discussion and 
due consideration of the bill which he pro. 
posed to introduce, he would now move, 
pursuant to notice, that there be laid before 
the house copies and extracts of the re. 
ports transmitted by the governors of the 
West-India colonies to the government at 
home since 1807, detailing the manner in 
which the abolition laws had been carried 
into execution, and the effects they had 
produced on the condition of the Negroes, 
&c.; likewise copies of the regulations 
made by the local legislatures in regard 
to the same object.—The motion was 
agreed to. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


G F. B. states, that he apprehends there is some mistake in that part of the excellent 
paper of Laicus in Our last Number in which he asserts that “in Whitecross-street, 
Cripplegate, twenty-five dram-shops are annually licensed,” as at present there are in 
that street but one Jiquor-shop and two public-houses, 


A True Frienp To THE CuuRCH OF EncLanpn; Loosanper; L.M.; Plan of the 





Society; ZeBedez; ANr1 Opus OperatumM; C.0O.G.; T. A. M.; Rev 


HOLDUS; 2nd EupAEMON, have been received. 


saxeves Cannot possibly suppose that the omission to acknowledge his paper should be 
the effect of intentional incivility. Whence can arise this strange harshness of con 
struction which pious authors are disposed to put upon any apparent inattention '0 


their claims ? 


We have a similar complaint to make of O. U B.—We cannot gratify him with the a¢- 


dress either of M. J. A. or of An Inquirer, because we Know it not. 


If we knew the 


address of 0. U. B., we should send him his own letter to reconsider; and if his prit 
ciples be what we hope they are, the perusal of it, after the lapse of a fortnight, we 


shoukd expect would be salutary. 


The only answer we can give to Amicws is that, we have never received the paper he 
asks us to return. ‘hat acknowledged under the signature of Amicus, in our Num 
ber for December last, is a paper on Regeneration. 
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